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PARENTS and GUARDIANS, 


Q--$1SH burſt from the Spawn and 
xs # ſwim; the Oſtrich breaks his Shell, 
walks away, and provides for him- 
ſelf; but Mankind tumble helpleſs , 4 
into the World, and are at once under Obh- ©? 
gation for the Nurſe's Aſſiſtance to feed the 
Body, and afterwards for the Tutor's Help 
to form the Mind, which is like blank Paper, 
to receive any Impreſſion that ſhall 
be ſtamped on it, and on that Stamp de- 
nds the future well doing of the Obje; 
it Male or Female. This allowed, it fol- 
lows that it is of great Importance tobe 
early attentive to the Education of Children, 
and to the forming of their Morals ; but I 
would not recommend the Mode practiſed , 
by ſome, of firſt teaching Infants the 
Scriptures, which I would recommend to 
be uſed in the i of their Engliſh 
| A 


Educa- 


iy DEDICATION. 


Education, when the Underſtanding begins « 


to open, and they are more capable of di- 
gelting. the Sacred Truths, which ſhould 


then be unfolded to them. Reading tends 


both to delight and inſtruct, and Children 
naturally take that Branch eaſieſt which 

leaſes moit. Esor's FaBLEs have flowery 
Þaths, and are pretty ſhort Stages for the 
infant Traveller, who compares the Dog in 
Eso to the Dog on his Lap, and, by the 
Hiſtory and Moral being blended, he 1s 


urged to read and to improve his Under- 


ftanding. Aſk the rich Citizens of Fleet-ſtreet 
and Cheapſide to what they owe the gilt 


Chariot and the golden Chain of Aldermen ? 


They can moſt of them anſwer, To my Edu- 
cation in the North, for that was the Founda- 
tion Stone which I brought with me to 
London. | 

In Esor you ſee Wickedneſs puniſhed, 
and honeſt Induſtry rewarded. Theſe are 
found Rudiments which ſhould early be 
inſtilled and repeatedly applied till Matu- 
rity makes the Pupil practice what in the 
Academy he had learnt in Theory. In 
Infancy we do not know the Adyantages 
of Education; it is then the wholeſome Pill 
ſhould be gilt, that Youth may take it and 
755 the good Fruit through the whole of 


If 
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If the Children under your Care incline 


to be vicious, a ſteady and proper Educa- 


tion will correct and improve their Man- 


ners; remember, a Twig 1s eaſily bent, and 


Solomon tells you, © Train up a Child is 
* the Way he ſhould go, and toben he told 
& be will not depart from it.” 

A fertile Field requires Cultivation to 


keep out Weeds: In the Mind of an active 


Youth Weeds will ſpring up, if he be not 
properly employed. | 
But to return to my Book; if it be aſked, 
Why I attempt to introduce AÆsop, which 
has already appeared in ſo many different 
Drefles ? To this I aniwer, That his Fables 
are a good Foundation to build upon, and 
form a neceſſary Book tor Education, and 
as ſuch have been admired by the Greeks, 
Romans, and every polite Nation, I have 
taken fome Pains to tranſlate afreſh this uſe- 
ful Work, and fixed on it a moderate 
Price, to make it more acceptable to the 
Purchaſers; and I hope the ſhort Re- 
flections which I have publiſhed in Verſe, 


may give the Whole an eaſier Admittance 


to the Underſtanding, and root the Morals 
deeper in the Memory of every juvenile 

Rar. | 
The Learned will diſcover, that I 
have added a few of Abſtemius's, Ania- 
54 nus's, 
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*nus's, Barlandus's and Poggius's Fables 
to Esor's, the Whole of which, I hope, 
will contribute to the Inſtruction of Youth 
in the Paths of Virtue: - 

Now I will take my Leave, in hopes 
the following Sheets will cultivate and im- 
prove the Minds of the riſing Generation; 
and I do even now enjoy pleaſing Ideas 
from the Proſpect of public Good, that will 
ariſe from this Work, though I do not 
expect to live long enough to enjoy the 
Fruits of my Labour. 
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in perſons of humble veins, and ob- 

ſcure extraction, nurſed up under 
the roofs of Diſtreſs and Poverty, are not 
well furniſhed with a table of their Ge- 
nealogy; when more exalted High Birth and 
Greatneſs, though otherwiſe never ſo undeſery- 
ing, ſhall want neither Heralds nor Hiſtorians. 
It was thus the moſt ingenious Homer, the 
Prince of Poets, ſo fultly celebrated (true Poet- 
like) only after his 
rival cities at conteſt to challenge his nativity g 
ſo little was the firſt figure he made at his entry 
into the world, to that his memory raiſed him 


after his exit from it, thereby to leave behind 


T is a common misfortune attending 
upon the higheſt human perfections, 
I that the more ſhining Merit and Virtus 


him ſuch an uncertainty of his birth and paren- 


tage as to find ſubje& matter of ' diſpute to ſo 
many pretending competitors. 5 
Much ſuch another diſputable original gave 
the world our Eso, or Erutor, fo called from 
his ſwarthy complexion. But not to mention 


the diſagreelng traditions of Writers on this 


Az bead, 


eath, ſet no leſs than ſeven _ 


\ 
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head, we ſhall content ourſelves to follow the 
moſt reputable authority of Camerarius, who de- 
clares him born at Samos, being (as agreed on 
by all) in the age of the world when Crœſus go- 
verned Lydia. His birth (as indeed the ſequel 

of his ſervile fortune will ſpeak him ſuch) was 
very mean ; his perſon meaner, being in every 
part ſo deformed,-in- body and aſpect, as to render 
him the loweft, object of contempt. 
* Though unhappy in his figure, he came into the 
world with all fairendowments of mind; like arich 
gem lodged in io coarſe and homely a caſket, he 
commenced his life in ſervitude, being indeed no 
more than a Slave, ſeveral times bought and 
fold. But as hiſtory has left us little worth re- 
mark in his ſervice under his two firſt Maſters, 
we {hall relate his adventures under the third. 

It was AÆEſop's lot to be ſent amongſt a drove 
of other brethren in captivity, to a market at 
"Eplieſus, there to be ſold, They had each of 
them a burchen ailotted to carry, like ſo many 
lade mules, whoſe portage earns their proven- 
der. Aſop being then but a ftripling, intreated 
"his icllow-iervants to be a little tavourable, and 
"no; overioad him with luggage. In compliance 
*t his requeſt, they bade bim take his own 
Choice of one of the fardels. Accordingly he 
=pitched upon a pannier of bread, near twice as 
"heavy as any of the other burthens ; on which 
his companions laughed heartily. Æſop con- 
"tentedly bote this raillery, and fo they all moved 


on their journey. About noon their ſtomachs 
urged them to call upon Æſop to unload; they 
fat down to dinner, and devoured about half of 
"the bread ; at ſupper they call again upon 2 
an 
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and fed on the remainder, inſomuch that Æiop, 
for the reſt of the whole journey, had nothing to 
carry but an empty baſket, their provender hence- 
forward being only ſupplied from what they 
found at their reſpective ſtages, His travelling 
mates finding themſelves thus over-reached by 
A ſop, began to have a better opinion of his wit, 
and not altogether fo high a value of their own. 

The next thing we find mentioned of him, is, 
the famous detection of the villainies of his fel- 
low-ſervants, who, having a mind to ſome choice 
figs, which were preſented to their Maſter, con- 
federated together to charge Eſop with the 
theft, and ſo eat them up with great greedineſs; 
and, as they had agreed, boldly accuſed Æſop of 
the fact, . | a4 

His Maſter being incenſed at him, ordered him 
to be puniſhed 3 upon which he inſtantly had 
recourſe to a large draught of warm water, and 
intreated that his companions might be tried the 
ſame way: And the proof turned out according 
to his wiſh, for he brought up the water again, 
clear as he drank it, while the others brought up 
the figs along with it, and fo met with the pu- 


niſhment and diſgrace deſigned for him. 


AMſop's Maſter having fold all his Slaves at 
Epheſus, except three, to wit, a Muſician, an 
Orator, and Æſop, he carried them to Samos, 
and ſhewed them there in the open market, and 
while they were there, one Xanthus, un eminent 
Philoſopher of that city, came to {ce them, with 
a train of his diſciples at his heels. The Philo- 
ſopher was highly pleaſed with the two Youths, 
and aſked them about their profeſſion, and what 
they could go. The one told him he could do 
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any thing, the other that he could do every thing; 
and then Xanthus interrogated AEſop, what he 
could do? Nething at all, ſays he. How comes 
that, ſays the Philoſopher? My companions, 
- ſays Zſop, undertake every thing, and if you 
neon us all three, there will be nothing left 

me to do, Well, ſays Xanthus, but if I 
ſhould give money for you now, would you be 
good, and honeſt? I'll be that, ſays Eſop, 
whether you buy me or no. Xanthus was well 
enough pleaſed with the turn and quickneſs of 
his wit : But, ſays he, that unlucky ſhape of 
yours will ſet prope a hooting at. you where- 
ever you go. A Philoſopher, ſays Æſop, ſhould 
value a man for his mind, not for his body, 
This preſence of thought gave Xanthus a high 
opinion of the wiſdom of the man; and ſo he 
bade the Merchant fet him his loweſt price of that 
miſerable creature, Why, fays he, if you'll bid 
me like a Chapman for either of the other two, 
u ſhall have. this monſter into the bargain. 
he Philoſopher, without any more ado, paid 
the price agreed upon, and taking ZEſop and his 
other purchaſe away with him, preſented him to 
his wife, who, at firſt, was greatly offended at 
; His miſ-ſhapen appearance, and upbraided her 
huſband, as intending to affront her by fo ill-fa- 
voured a preſent; but when ſhe came to hear 
his anſwers, and to know the value of his intel- 
lectual qualities, ſhe was better reconciled to 
Xanthus, a while after, attended by ZEſop, went 
toa garden to buy ſome flowers, and the Gar- 


diener, among other things, told him the admira- 


thoſe 
plants 


won he was in to find how much faſter 
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plants ſhot up that grew vf their own accord, 
than thoſe that he ſet himſelf, though he took. 
never ſo. much care about them; and deſired 
him, that, as he was a Philoſopher, he would 
tell him the meaning of it. Xanthus had no 
better anſwer at hand, than that Providence 
would have it ſo. This not ſatisfying the Gar- 
dener, and Xanthus ſeeing ZEfop ſmile at it, he 
told him, with a ſupercilious air, that it was be- 
low a Philoſopher to buſy his head about ſuch 
trifles ; but, ſays he, if you have a curioſity to be 
better informed, you ſhall do well to aſk my 
Slave here, and hear what he will ſay to you. 
Upon this the Gardener put „e queſtion to 
Eſop, who gave him this anſwer : The earth is 
in the nature of a mother to what ſhe brings 
forth of herſelf, out of her own bowels; whereas 
ſhe is only à kind of Step- Dame in the produc- 
tion of plants that are ceuſtivated and aſſiſted 
the help and induftry of another; ſo that it is 
natutal for her to withdraw, her nouriſhment 
from the one, towatds the relief of the other: 
The Gardener, upon this, was fo well ſatished, 
that he would take no money for his flowers, and 
'defired Æſop to thake uſt of his garden far the 
future; as if it were his own. : 

Aftet this, Xatthus and his wife, who lived 
together but upon indifferent terms in the gene- 
ral, had a very great quatrel, Which was carried 
to ſuch an height on her patt, that ſhe packed up 
her apparel, and other things, loft his houſe, and 
went to her own relations, and no perſuaſions or 
intreaties could incline her to return. Eſop 
ſeeing Xanthvs much diſturbed at her obſtinacy, 
laid, „Maſter, pluck up a good b:art, for 1 
' 40 have 
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have a project that ſhall bring my Miſtreſs to 
you back again, with as good a will as ever ſhe 
went from you. Away immediately he hies to 
the market, among the Butchers, Poulterers, 
Fiſhmongers, ConteQioners, &c. for the beſt of 
every thing that was in ſeaſon, giving out, 
wherever he came, that his Maſter's Wife 
Having run away from him, he had married ano- 
ther, and he was ordered to provide the wedding- 
feaſt. The news ſoon reached the ears of the 
run-away Lady, (for every body knew Eſop to 
be a ſervant in that family,) and ſhe. was ſo 
moved upon it, that away ſhe poſts back to her 
Hulband, falls upon him with outrageous looks 
and language, sud after the eaſing of her mind a 
little, No, anthus, ſays ſhe, do not flatter your- 
ſelf with the hopes of enjoying another woman 
while I am alive. Xanthus received her very 
gladly, and was highly pleaſed with Æſop's con- 
trivance; nor was his Miſtreſs leſs pleaſed at fo 
agreeable an impoſture, and all was well again. 
Kanthus would needs give a feaſt upon his re- 
conciliation with his wife ; and having invited 
his friends, ordered Æſop to procure the beſt 
provitions he could think of for their entertain- 
ment; and when they were all ſet down to ta- 
ble, the firſt ſervice was neats tongues liced, 
which the Philoſophers took occaſion to diſcourſe 
and quibble upon in a grave and formal way, as, 
That the Tongue is the key of Wiſdom, and 
the like, Xanthus, upon this, calls for a ſecond 
© courſe, and, after that, for a third, which was the 
iſt, and all were Tongues, only ſeveral ways 
dreſſed. This put him into a furious paſſion :— 
"Thou Villain, (ſays he,) what means this? How 


* 
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comes it, that in three courſes we have nothin 
but Tongues? Didſt thou not boaſt of the ele- 
gant diſhes thou hadſt provided ? — Sir, ſays 
Eſop, your order was, that I ſhould make the 
beſt proviſion that I could think of, for the en- 
tertainment of theſe excellent perſons? And if 
the Tongue be the key that leads us into all 
Knowledge, what could be more- proper and 
ſuitable than @ Feaft e Tongues for a Philoſophical 
Banguet * 

When Xanthus found the ſenſe of the table to 
be on Eſop's ſide, Well, my Friends, ſays he, 
pray will you eat with me to-morrow, and I'll 
try if I can mend your cheer? And pray, ſays 
he to Æſop, let it be your care to provide us a 
ſupper to-morrow, ſince you ſeem to be ſet on 
contradictions, of the very 4vor/t things yon can 
think of. 5 6 

Next day the gueſts being again met, accord- 
ing to appointment, MA ſop had provided them the 
very ſame ſervices of Tongues over and over, as 


they had the day before.—Sirrah ! ſays Xanthus, 


in a paſſion, what's the meaning of this, that 
Tongues ſhould be the 4% of meats one day, 
and the ter the other? — Why, Sir, ſays be, 
there is not any wickedneſs under the ſun that 
the Tongue has not a part in; and you, of all 
men, have reaſon to know as well its miſchievous 
as good qualities, both as a Huſband and a Phi- 
loſopher. To what elſe is this banquet, and that 
of yeſterday owing? For was it not an evil 
Tongue that occaſioned that great breach in 
your family, the making up of which you and 
your friends met to rejoice over? And was it 


not alſo owing to ſoft ſpeeches, and mild expoſtu- 


lations 
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lations from the ſame Tongue, that all is well 


again? Surely, Sir, you have found a Tongue 


cso de the beff and the worft entertainment, if ever 

man did, and have cauſe to be ſatisſied with the 
banquet of both days. | 

Xanthus, not long after, being in his cups, 
wagered all he was worth that he would drink 
the ſea dry, and bound the extravagant wager 
with a very valuable ſignet riag that he wore on 
his finger. Next day, finding what he had 
done, he was much concerned at his folly, eſpe- 
cially as he knew he was in ſuch hands as would 
make an advantage of it. ÆEſop undertook to 
bring him off, and put him in mind, that he had 


only conditioned to drink the fea, but not the ri- - 


vers and ſtreams that run into it; and bid him 
4nſfiſt on his adverſary's ſtopping all thoſe inlets, 


aud then he might undertake to drink up the ſea. 


Nanthus followed his advice, and the perſons 
who were choſen judges on the occaſion, agreed 
that there — in the plea; and ſo he got 


rid of the waget, and his antagoniſt was obliged 


to return the ring. ; 
In the days of Æſop the world was much ad- 
Adicded to Augury, that is to ſay, to the gathering 
of Qmens from the cry and flight of birds. Upon 
this account it was, that Xanthus, one day, fent 
#fop into the yard, and bade him look well a- 
bout him; if you ſee two Crows, ſays he, you 
will have luck after it; but if you ſhould 
chance to ſpy one ſingle Crow, it is a bad omen, 
and ſome ill will betide you. ZEſop ſtept out, 
and came immediately back again, and told his 
Maſter he had feen two Crows. Hereupon 


Lanthus went out himſelf, and finding but one, 
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(for the other was flown away,) be fell out- 


rageouſly upon Æſop for making ſport with him, 


and ordered him to be ſoundly laſhed for it, but. 
juſt as they were ſtripping him for the diſcipline, 
in comes one to invite Xanthus abroad to ſupper. 
Well, Maſter, ſays Aſop, and where's the credit 
of your Augury now, when I, that ſaw two 
Crows, am to be beaten like a dog, and you, that 
ſaw but-one, are going to make merry with your 
friends? The reaſon and quickneſs of this re- 
flection pacified the Maſter, and ſaved Æſop a ſe- 
vere correction. | | 

Xanthus having ſome affairs at the Public 
Hall, ſent AXiop before him, to ſee what company. . 
were there met. A Magiſtrate  ſecing him 
marching by in ſuch haſte, aſked him whither he 
was going? Why, truly, replied vary I am 
going I know not whither. The Magiſtrate 
taking this bantering anſwer of Aſop as an afs 
front to his perſon and authority, commanded an 
Officer to ſeize him, and carry him to priſons 
— Why look you, Sir, ſays Aſop to the Magiſ. 
trate, have I not told you true, that I did not 
know whither I was going? For do you believe, 
when I came out of my Maſter's houſe this morn» 
ing, that I had the leaſt thought in my head orf 
going to jail ?—The Magiſtrate was ſo taken 
with this witty fancy of /Eſop, that he immedi- 
ately diſcharged him from his new Keeper. His 
heels now being hisown again, he moved penned 
to the Hall, where, amongſt an infinite er 
of people, he ſaw one man arreſt another for 
debt. The Dcubtor pleaded poverty, dust 
ſupplicating for mercy from his Creditor, telling 
him, — att he would favourably pleaſe 
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to compound for half, he would part with all he 
had to endeavour to raiſe the money. The Cre- 
ditor, both in prudence to himſelf, as well as 
pity to the Debtor, conſented to take the money 
offered, declaring that it was better to take half, 
than loſe all; beſides, that money was almoſt as 
good as loſt, that a man muſt be forced to go to 

w to recover, Eſop bereupon returned to his 
Maſter, telling him he had been in the Hall, and 
had ſeen but one man there. This ſounded like 


a riddle to Xanthus, who hatened himſelf to the 


Hall, to learn the truth of Zfop's intelligence. 
When he came there, he found the Court full of 
people; and turning in a paſſion to Eſop, Sir- 
rah fays he, is all this multitude gathered ſince 
you was here ?—Oh, no, Sir, replied Æſop, there 
was a vaſt crowd, and yet but one that I could 
fee, in that vaſt multitude, that deſerved the name 
of Man. | 

The Writers of Æſop's Life next give us a 
Rory of Æſop's finding hidden treaſure, by virtue 
of an obſolete Greek inſcription; but it con- 
tains ſuch idle and childiſh play upon letters and 
words, that we chuſe to paſs it over, only ob- 
ſerving, that Xanthus, who, on this occaſion, 
had promiſed him his liberty, and half the trea- 
ſure, broke both promiſes with him, and gave 
him neither, 


But it was not long before he obtained his li- | 


on another occaſion, which was as follows: 
On # certain ſolemn day, the ring that had the 
town ſeal of Samos upon it, was carried away by 
an Eagle, which took it up in the air, and dropt 
it into the boſom of a Slave, The Samians took 
this for a foreboding of ſome diſmal calamity to 
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the State, and, in a general conſternation, they 
preſently called a Council of their Wiſe Men, 
and Xanthus among the reſt, to give their opi- 
nions upon this myſterious accident. They wete 
all at a loſs what to think of it, only Xanthus de- 
ſired ſome few days time for further conſidera- 
tion; and not finding himſelf capable of giving 
any probable ſolution of an incident fo odd, he 
laid the matter before Æſop, who, deſiring to be 
introduced to the Council, promiſed to give them 
ſatisfaction on the point, and to take upon him- 
ſelf the iſſue of the matter, let it end either in 
Credit or Diſgrace. | 

Xaathus, willing to be freed from the uneaſi- 
neſs which the expectations of the City had 
given him, followed this advice; and next morn- 
ing introduced AÆſop to the Council, many of 
which mocked and. ridiculed his uncouth ſhape. 
and appearance; but being at laſt convinced, by 
his prudent obſervations, that the outward ſhape 
of a man ought not to be regarded, but the fa- 
culties of his mind only; they attended to what 
he had to ſay. He then told them, that when 
he conſidered the weight of the matter in hand, 
and- the office that he was then to perform, he 
imagined it would as little ſtand with their ho- 
nour to take the opinion of a Slave into their 
councils and debates, as it would, with his con- 
dition to offer it, beſides the riſque he ran of his 
Maſter's diſpleaſure upon the event. But all this 
yet may be obviated, ſays he, my fears diſpelled, 
my modeſty gratified, and your own dignity pre- 
ſerved, only by making me a Freeman. before- 
hand, to qualify me for the function — They all 
laid it was a reaſonable motion, and preſently 
treated 
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treated about the price of his liberty, and ordered 
the Quzſtors to pay down the money. When 
Aanthus ſaw the thing muſt be done, he could 
not decently ſtand higgling about the price, but 
making a virtue of Neceſſity, he choſe rather to | 
2 Æſop to the Commonwealth, than to / 
im. The Samians took it very kindly, and 
AEſop was preſently proclaimed a F reeman : ' Af- 
ter which, he diſcourſed upon the {abject of the 
Portent as follows : 
„I ſhall not need to tell ſo many wiſe and 
* knowing men, that the Eagle is a Royal Bird, 
«and ſignifies a great King; that the dropping 
of the Ring in the boſom of a Slave that has no 
* power over himſelf, portends the loſs of your 
* Liberties, if you do not look to yourſelves in 
time; and that ſome potent Prince has a de- 
* ſign upon you; and who ſhould this be, (ſaid 
he, ) fo likely as Crucſus, King of Lydia, who 
<< 1s actually arming for ſome eaterprize, as you 
<< well know, and which may as probably fall 
<< upon your State, as any other? 

In a very little time the event juſtified the pre- 
diction; for King Crœſus ſent Ambaſſadors to 
demand a tribute of the Samians, and threatened 
them with an invaſion in caſe of a refuſal, This 
affair came to be debated in the Council, where 
the majority was rather for Peace, with Slavery, 
than for running the riſque of an invaſion» from 
ſo powerful a Prince; but they would not come to 
arelolution yet, without firſt conſulting Æſop what 
they had beſt to do; who gave them his thoughts 
upon it in words to this eſte , You have two 
ways before you, ſays he, one of which you muſt 
take; the firſt is, the way of Liberty, which 
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& is narrow and rugged at the entrance, but 
e plainer and ſmoother {till the farther you go g 
„ ſecondly, the way of Servitude, that ſeems to 
e be eaſy at firſt, but you will find it afterwards 
4 to be full of intolerable difficulties.” — The 
Samians, upon theſe words, declared themſelves 
unanimouſly for Liberty, and that fince the 
were at preſent free, they would never. make 
themſelves Slaves by their own conſent. So the 
Ambaſſadors departed, and a war was de- 
nounced, 4.4 

When Creœſus came to underſtand the reſolu- 
tions the Samians had taken, and how inclinable 
they were to a compliance, till Æſop, by the 
power only of a few-words, diverted them from 
it, he made an offer to the Samians, upon their 
ſending /Efop to him, to put a ſtop, at preſent, 
to the courſe of his arms. When Æſop came to 
hear of this propoſition, he told them, that he 
was not againſt their ſending of him, provided 
only that he might tell them one Story before he 
left them, 

In old time, ſays he, there happened to be a 
<« fierce war betwixt the Wolves and the Sheep; 
% and the Sheep, by the help of the Dogs, had 
rather the better of it. The Wolves, upon 
« this, offered the Sheep a peace, upon condition 
only that they might have their Dogs for hoſ- 
tages; the credulous Sheep agreed to it, and as 
„ foon as ever they had parted with the Dogs, 
«© the Wolves broke in upon them, and deſtroyed 
them at pleaſure.” See Fab. 44. 9 

The Samians ſoon gathered the Moral of this 
Fable, and would * upon no terms to part 
with him. Aſop, who had a proſpect _ 
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him beyond the reach of the weak-fighted Sami- 
aus, reſolved to pay Croeſus a viſit, though in 
another character and capacity than that of a 
perſon delivered up at diſcretion into his hands 
and accordingly put himſelf on board, with the 
Ambaſſadors, fur a paſſage to Lydia. | 
At his arrival at the Court of Lydia, /Efop 
preſented himſelf before the King, who, upon 
light of him, looked with the fevereſt aſpect of 
Hatred, Scorn, and Indignation.—* Is this, ſaid 
ehe, the bar to my ambition! This the man 
* that could defeat the hopes of Ctcœſus being 
« Lord of Samos !”—/Efop, diſcerning the rif- 
ing tempeſt on the King's brow, - with the pro- 
foundeſt reverence thus addreff-d him: — “ [ 
come not hither, Great Sir, as a man given up 
«into your power by any compulſive force, but 
« by my own defire and inclination to lay myſelf 
« at your Majeſty's ſacred feet, with this only 
«prayer, that you would gracioully lend your 
& royal ear and patience to a few ſhort words: 
« A Boy, in hunting for Locuſts, caught a 
« Graſshopper, who, s he was going to 
& Fill her, thus ſupplicated for mercy : Alas, 
4% ſays ſhe, What capital offender have I been, to 
% pull the hand of Vengeance, and ſtroke of 
ue Death upon me I never wronged any per- 
„ fon; had never the power, and leſs the will, to 
do any injury: The only buſineſs of my life is 
- ** my innocent ſong; and what advantage can 
ou gain by my death? Upon this moving 
« plea for her life, the Youth's heart relented, 
„ and he ſet the poor Graſs hopper at liberty. 
& That innocent creature, Royal Sir, you have 
now before you: I can pretend to nothing but 
ö 6% my 
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« my Voice; and, as it is all the Gods have be- 
« ſtowed on me, next to the tributary praiſes I 
ce pratefully pay out of it to the great Donors that 
de gave it me, I employ the whole remainder of 
« jt,.to the beſt of my power, in the ſervice of 
« Mankind.” | 1 

The King was ſo tenderly moved with Æſop's 
Prudence and Modelty, that he not only gave him 
his life, but bade him aſk any thing he had'a 
mind to, and it ſhould be granted him. Æſop, 
upon this happy revolution in the pacified breaſt 
of the King, threw himſelf proſtrate before him, 
with all the profoundeſt veneration and grati- 
tude, and laying hold of the Royal Word of 
Grace, he moſt humbly implored his Majeſty's 
favour for his Countrymen, the Samians, The 
King immediately granted his prayer, and con- 
firmed it by the ſanction of a firm amity and 
peace with the State of Samos, under the Royal 
Seal; at the ſame time commending /Efop for 
preferring his Country's, before his own parti- 
cular intereſt. VE * þ 

Aſop, ſoon after this, returned to Samos with 
the joyful news of peace, wholly the work of 
his own creation; which gave him ſo hearty and 
ſo honourable a welcome amongſt them, that 


the Samians could no other ways repay ſuch 


ſignal ſervices, than by erecting a ſtatuę for 
him, with an inſcription to preſerve his me- 
mory, and render his name and virtues famous to 
lateſt poſterit . A 
From Samos he returned afterwards to Crœ- 
ſus, for whoſe ſake he compoſed ſeveral of thoſe 
Apologues which are handed round the world, 
and bear his name; and having a mind to ſee - } 
Nen Babylon 
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Babylon, (for lie had a natural inclination for 
travel,] he obtained letters of recommendation 
from Cxcœſus, to Labinetus, the King there, his 
friend and ally. His curioſity led him through 
Greece, to diſcourſe with thoſe Philoſophers, the 
Seven Wiſe Men, ſo famous in that age of the 
world, From thence he made a journey to 
Aſia, and ſo to Babylon. 

A ſop found a very favourable reception at the 
Court of Babylon, his own ſhining virtues giv- 


ing him a. recommendation to Labinetus's. fa- 
your ; and what daily contributed to his ſpread- 


ing fame, was, his extraordinary acuteneſs in re- 
fog of Riddles, and untying of knotty Que(- 


tions, it being, in thoſe days, a cuſtom for Princes 


to exerciſe trials of ſkill in that kind amongſt 
the moſt celebrated Wits of that age. 
Amidft all this reputation and grandeur he now 


lived in, it was bis unhappineſs to have no chil- 


dren, for the comfort and ſupport of his old age; 
ſo that, with the King's approbation, he pitched 
upon a Youth well born and ingenious enough, 
but poor; his name was Ennus. This adopted 
"Darling he nurſed and cheriſhed with all the 
ſondeſt paternal care imaginable, giving bim an 
education worthy ſuch a Father, training him up 
in all thoſe moſt refined principles of V irtue 
and Knowledge, that probably might lay him a 
foundation both for Greatneſs and Happineſs. 
But ſuch was bis miſtaken choice in Ennus, that 
this young Eſop-graft was not ſound at heart. 
He was. naturally of a perverſe and flagitious 
temper, ſuch as no favour nor kindneſs. could 
oblige, and no diſcipline or inſtruction corre 
or ſoſten; ſa that gut of an ureclaimable pro- 
. {> penſity 
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zenſity to wickedneſs, from one fin heaped upon 
mother, at laſt his impiety prompted him to the 
perpetration of ſo horrid a piece of ingratitude 
and villainy, as to counterfeit his Father's hand 
and name to ſeveral letters, the tenor of which 
was, a private treaty with ſore neighbouring 
Princes, with promiſes of lending them aſſiſtance 
againſt Labinetus. Theſe letters, as ſuppoſed 
to be intercepted, Ennus carried to the King, 
where, with all the ſeeming reluctance and un- 
willingneſs imaginable, as being CO by 
nothing but a ſuperior duty to his King and 
Country, to be himſelf the unhappy accuſer of 
his own Father, 'an office, though an ungrateful 
one, which Heaven had pl to throw upon 
him, as the diſcoverer of this treacherous corre- 
ſpondence, he charged his Father with Treaſon. 
His manner of delivery of this accuſation, and' 
the flowing tears that attended, Jeft ſo little room 
for the King's ſuſpicion of a Cheat and a For- 
gerer, that, entirely ſatisſied in Ennus's truth, 
and this extraordinary inſtance of his affeQion to 
his Prince, in a tranſport of fury, without any 
further enquiry into the matter, he ordered 
Eſop, without any formal proceſs of law, uns 
2 and untried, to be immediately put to 
The petſons to whom he had given the cha 
of ſeeing this execution performed, being highly 
ſenſible of Aſop's integrity and innocence, gave 
it out to the world that the King's command 
had been fulfilled, and that Aſop was dead. 
Some days after, Amaſis, King of Egypt, ſent 
letters to Labinetus, to defire that he would ſend 
him an Architect that would undertake to lay the 
Han and projection of a tower that ſhould ha 
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in the air, and one that was able to reſolve all 
queſtions, ' Ihe King, whoſe fury againſt Æſop 
was now cooled, wiſhed it poſſible to bring him 
to life again, though at the purchaſe of half his 
kingdom. Hermippus, and the reſt, who had 
before concealed him, now beldly owned their 
innocent impoſture in keeping him alive, and, 
upon the King's command, brought him forth. 
Elos no ſooner appeared before the King, but, 
to his great joy, he made his innocence ſo wani- 
ſeſt, that the King immediately commanded his 
+ falſe Accuſer to be put to death with the moſt 
Exquiſite tortures; but Æſop, whoſe mercy ſhone 
equal .to the reſt of his virtues, interceded for 
him, and begged his life. _ | 
EAſop, thus juſtly reſtored to the Royal Grace 
and Favour, upon peruſal of the King of Egypt's 
letters, adviſed Labinetus to return him this an- 
ſwer, That early this ſpring he ſhould have the 
ſatisfaction denied. In the mean time, he ge- 
nerouſiy took Ennus home again, burying the 
whole remembrance of his paſt crime in entire 
oblivion, and wy him with _ true fa- 
therly goodne humanity, giving him 
inſtruction, as will appear from the Gels tos 
Precepts. or baits bas, 
My Son, ſays he, worſhip God with care and re- 
verence, and with a ſmcerity of heart void of all 
bypecriſy or eftentation ; not as if that Divine Name 


and children; but know, that God is Ommipreſent, 
True, and Almigbty. 1 | 
Have a care even of your moſi private actions and 
thoughts ; for Cad ſees through you, and your con- 
ſcience will bear witneſs againfl ou. þ 
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I. is according to Prudence, as well as Nature, to 

pay that honour to your Parents, that you will expett_ 
Children ſhould pay to you. 

Do all the gaod you can to all men, but in the firſt | 
place to your neareft Relations; and do no hurt, bows , } 
ever, where you can do no good. - 331 

Keep a guard upon your Words, as well as upon 
your Actions, that there be no impurity in either. | 

Follow the dictates of your Reaſon, and you ar 
ſafe ; and have a care of impotent affectiont. £ — 


| 


Apply yourſelf to learn more, ſo long as there is any 
thing left that you do not know ; and value good Coutts 
fel before Money. Xt 

Our Minds mut be cultivated as well as our Plant 
the Improvement of our Reaſon makes us like Angels, 
whereas the neglect of it turns us into Beaſts, 

There is no permanent and inviolable Good but 
IWiſdom and Virtue, though the ſtudy of it | ſignifies. 
little without the practice. 

Keep Faith with all men, Have a care of a Lye, 
as you would of Sacrilege. Great Babblers have ne 
regard either to Honeſty or Truth, | 

Take delight. in, and frequent the Company of goed 
Men, for it will give you a tinfure of their Man 
ners. 

Take heed of that vulgar error, of thinking that 
there is any Good in Evil. It is a miflake when men. 
talk of profitable Knavery, or of flarving Honeſty ; - 

or Virtue and Juſtice carry all that is good and pro- 
able along with them. | 

Let every man mind his own Buſineſs, for Curioſity 
it reſtleſs. i ow 

Speak not ill of any body. You are no more to haar 
calumnies, than to report them. Beſides that, they 
who practiſe the one, commonly love the other, 

a Pro- 
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Propoſe honeft things, follow wholſome counſels 
. 2. to 4 4 * 
Let no man deſpair in Adverſity, nor preſume in 
Proſperity, for all things are changeable. | 
e early to your buſineſs, learn good things, and 
oblige good men; theſe are three things you ſhall never 
repent of. 

9 Tau. care of Luxury and Gluttony, but of 
3 Drunkenneſs eſpecially ; for Wine, as well as Age, 
„Man a Child. | | 
Theſe, or ſuch as theſe, were the Leſſons that 

Flop read daily to his Son; but ſo far was he 

from mending upon them, that he grew every 

day worſe and worſe, ſhewing that it 15 not in the 
power of Art or Diſcipline to reRify a perverſe 
nature, or, as Euripides ſays, To make a man wiſe 
that has no ſoul. But, however, according to Ne- 
veletus, he came ſoon after to be touched in con- 
ſcience for his barbarous ingratitude, and died in 
a raging remorſe, 
he ſpring was now at hand, and AÆſop was 
preparing for the taſk he had undertaken, about 
the building of a tpwer in the air, and reſolving 
all manner of queſtions ; but I ſhall ſay no more 
of that romantic part of the Hiſtory, than that he 
went into Egypt, and acquitted himſelf of his 
commiſſion to Amaſis with great reputation. 
From thence he went back to Labinetus, laden 
with honours and rewards, from whom he got 
leave once more to viſit Croſus, but upon condi- 
tion of returning to Babylon the firſt opportunity. 
Arrived at Sardis, he was kindly received by 
Creoeſys, who heaped upon him preſents, and ho- 
nourable employments, in the laſt of which he 
ended his days; for being by Crœſus Foes 
1101 
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ined to deliver ſome magnificent preſents to 
the Prieſts of the Oracle at Delphas, and 
four minæ of filver to each Citizen, he made 
a journey thither, full of panting hopes that he 
ſhould find a number of Wiſe Men at a place 
ſo famous; but ſeeing, that, like drone-bees, 
they ſubſiſted wholly on the labour of others, 
and neglected to till their lands, he reproached 
them for ſpending their time .in idleneſs, and 
acting like men void of common ſenſe ; at 
the ſame time ſaid, they were unworthy of the 
Preſents and the Sacrifices ſent them by the 
King, — © I find, ſays he, the curioſity that 
© brought me hither, to be much the caſe of 
* Wir at the ſea - ſide, that ſee ſomethin 
e come hulling towards them a great way off 
« at ſea, and take it at firſt to be ſome mighty 
matter; but, upon driving nearer and nearer 
« the ſhore, it proves at laſt to be only a heap 
« of weeds and rubbiſh.” 

This Philoſophy offended the Prieſts, nor 
did it pleaſe the Citizens, when they found 
he had ſent back the money to Crœſus. — 
Thus irritated, they conſulted how to be re- 
venged, and conſpired, by a notorious vit- 
lainy, to take away his life. 

They hid, amongſt his baggage, one of the 


{ veſſels conſecrated to Apollo, and as AÆſop 


departed towards Phocis, they ſent Meſſengers 
after him, who, ſearching his baggage, found 
the veſſel which they themſelves had there 
depoſited. On this they dragged him to pri- 
fon, accuſed him of Sacrilege, and ſentenced 
him to be thrown from the Rock Hyam- 

* , pia, 
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ia, which was the puniſhment uſually in- 
icted on thoſe that committed Sacrilege. 

As they were on the point of throwing 
him off, he told them the Fable of the Frog fi 
and the Mouſe; but to little purpoſe did he 
exclaim againſt the proceedings of this bar- 
barous and inhuman people, who, void of 
Honour, and contrary. to Juſtice, and the 
Ties of Hoſpitality, puſhed Aſop headlong 
from the precipice, and he was daſhed. to- 
pieces by the fall. | 
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1. The Cock and DYAMOND. 


S a Cock was ſcraping in a dunghill, 

he found a Diamond; Oh! ſays he, 
what a bright, fine thing have I found! If 
a Jeweller had found it he had been over- 
oyed, becauſe he knows its uſe and value. 
For my part, I efteem it not, but prefer a 
97 als before all the 9 80 jewels 
under che ſun. | 


"The MORAL. 23 
By the Cock i is meant an ignorant and ſen- 
ual perſon; by the * Wiſdom and Learn- 
| * | | Ing. 
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N. The Fooliſh deſpiſe Knowledge, and 
Men of Pleaſure neglet} Underſtanding. 


The Sordid doat on Ignorance and Vice; 
Sots roul in filth ! *T1s the Fool's Paradiſe. 
Such never can the worth of Wiſdom find, 
For Light makes no impreſſion on the Blind. 
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2. The Sick-Manx, both to Dis. © 


Poor Man, very ſiek, and juſt at 
Death's door, his Phyſicians having 
given him over, puts up a petition to the 
Gods, and promiſes them a ſacrifice of a 
hundred oxen to reſtore him to his former 
ſtate of health. His wife over-hearing, ſays 
ſhe, My Dear, where do you think to get 
them when you are well again? Poh! (ſays 
he) hold thy tongue; let me get well by 
any means. 

| The MORAL. f 

Fair words butter no parſnipss Many 


people will promiſe that in their diſtreſs, that 


they ſcarcely ever remember afterwards, It 
is a mockery and impiety to make ſuch efforts 


and vain promiſes to God, and very unbecom- 


ing the ſtate and condition of a ſick man. 
Deceitful vows will ne'er relieve the ſick, 


Nor Heaven e er be chgated with a trick. 


3. The 
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3. The Fox that bad leſt his TAI. 


N old wilely Fox being caught in a 
trap, was glad to get off without his: 
Tail, which proved a great mortificationg> 
the loſs not being repairable, A Frotchet 
comes into his head to put a trick upon his 
brethren, hoping thereby to wipe off his 
own diſgrace. In order thereto, he calls a 
general council of the brotherh6od, and uſes! 
many plauſible arguments to perſuade them 
to cut off their Tails; for (ſays he) it is: 
not only uſeleſs, and indecent, but a great 
burthen to us. But a cunning N 
then at the board, ſtood up, boa, a 1 be-. 
lieve you may have found it neceflary: to 
part with your Tail, and when we are in the 
lame circumſtance we may do fo too. 


B 2 The 
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The MoR Al. 

Cunning Ruaves commonly make great pre- 
tences, and eagerly purſue their own private 
intereſts, under the ſpecious pretence of ſome 
Public advantage: And Reynard is trying to 
wake his deformity become faſhionable, or at 
leaſt to perſuade others to ſhare with him in his 
misfortune, thereby to leſſen his own. 


Good counſel, which from true affection flows, 
Is the beſt gift a generous Friend beſtows ; 

But counſel for ſelf-intereſt giv'n, beware; 

'The Friend's a cozener, and the Advice a ſnare. 
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4. JorIir ER and MoptsTY. 
UpiTzx having formed man, among his 
other qualities he had endowed him with, 
ke had, forgot to put in Modeſty, and find- 
ing no ways to introduce her afterwards, 
commands her to be turned out amongſt the 
- crowd. - Modeſty took it very ill to be fo 
ill uſed, but being much importuned, con- 
ſents to it, on this condition, that Carnal 
Love ſhould not be her companion; for, 
ſaid ſhe, wherever that comes, there's no 
ſtaying for me. Hence 'tis apparent, that 
all ſenſual men are immod eſt. 
25 The Mon Al. 

Such is tbe extravagance of voluptuous 
minded men, that their unbridled appetites are 
void of all ſhame, and rarely keep within the 
bounas of Modeſty and Reaſon. 5 

* As 
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As Vice prevails, ſo Modeſty grows faint ; 
This bears no Stain, the other no Reſtraint. 
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5. The Liow, and ſome other BEASTS. 


Lion made an agreement with a Sheep, 
and ſome other Beafts, that they 
would fare and fare alike, and live in com- 
mon, ſharing among them what they could 
get. They go out upon the hunt, and take 
a Stag; they divide 1t into ſeveral pieces ; 
but when each Beaſt was about to take his 
ſhare, as had been agreed, the Lion roared 
out, that one part belonged to him, becaule 
of his ſupreme dignity ; likewiſe another 
part, as he excelled in ſtrength; that he 
claimed another part, for that he had taken 
moſt pains in catching the prey; and that 
unleſs you will give me the fourth part, 
B 3 we 
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we muſt pluck a crow for it. When the 
Beaſts heard this, they went away ſilent, 
ſorrowful, and hungry. 


- The MoRat. 
* Cauſe to live and die with your Equals. 
Companions and Partners that are too mighty, 
n make and interpret arguments as they 
please, without any regard to Juſtice or Equi- 
ty; ner muſt you dare to diſpute it. 
Pen lawleſs Power contracts with feeble friends, 
oh mcansto ſerve its private ends; 
as as it lifts, fupperts itſelf by might, 
Aud ſcorns the weak reſtraints of iettled right. 
eeſe conſtant obſervations teach the Wiſe, 


Jo deal with thoſe of their own force and ſize. 


| 


5. De Movss and the FroG. 


"A Mouſe and a Frog were at open 
| % war: Each ſtrove for the abſolute 
| «Sid Dom1- 
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Dominion of the fen. The battle was ob- 
ſtinate and doubtful. The cunning Mouſe 
lies in ambuſh, and falls upon the Frog 
from a covert of graſs. The bolder Frog, 
depending on his ſtrength, and nimble 
leaping, valiantly dares his enemy to down- 
right fighting. They were both armed 
with bull-ruſh pikes. A hungry Kite, 
having obſerved the combatants at a diſ- 
tance, and perceiving that their ſpite at 
each other made them careleis of them- 
ſelves as to other dangers, ſhe on a ſudden 
flies to the warriors, ſnatches, tears, and de- 
vours them both. 


The Mon Al. 


Thus factious Citizens, ſtriving for: of- 
ces, and neglefing their common welfare, 
2 frequently deſtroyed by a common In- 
Vader. | 


Thus home-diviſions, and domeſtic jars, 
Intent on Faction, careleſs of the State, 

Subject the Common-wealth to foreign wars, 
And end all broils in one deſtructive fate. 


B 4 7. The 
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7. The Dos ard. the SH a DoOW. 


Certain Dog croſſing a river, with a 
piece of fleſh in his mouth, the fun 
ihining out, and the day being bright and 
clear, the Shadow of the fleſh that the Dog 
carried in his mouth, appeared plain in the 
water. The Dog, greedily catching at it, 
drops the meat out of his chops, and loſt ir. 
The poor Cur was quite amazed at firſt, 
but at length recovering himſelf, he thus 
expreſſed, in Dog language, the ſenſe of 
the matter :—I had enough, and to ſpare, 
had I but known when I was well ; but by 
- Coveting too much, I have loſt all. 
The Mo R Al. 
All covet, all loſe. Quit not a Certainty 
for an Uncertainty; a Subſtance for a Sha- 
dow : Nor give 8 ſalid Price for empty Hope. 
9 
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He that poſſeſſi vg wel ſtill covets more, | ? 


And quits a ſolid hold for doubtful ftore, 
Courts his own loſs, and haſtens to be- poor. 


— —— 


8. The Cu Rs T CUR. 


Certain curſt old Cur, but a good 
Houſe-dog, was ſo addicted to ſnarl 
| and bite ſtrangers that paſſed by, that his 
maſter was forced to hang a bell about his 
neck, that people might be forewarned of 
him. The Dog tod k this for a particular 
mark of favour and eſtimation from his 
maſter, and deſpiſed his compantons, be- 
cauſe they wanted ſuch an ornament. 
| You're mightily miſtaken, ſaid one of 
them; it is no ornament, but a mark of 
infamy ſet upon you for your curlt mali- 
cious temper, and ill manners. 


The Monk Al. 


Some men are ine lo vat : height 12 
their tvictedueſe, and Jo braz Ze ned in their 
fronts, that they glory. in their ſhame, and 
boaſt of their vices, which they "Er to 8 
al. 


Vice boaſts elf by practice. and in ſpite 5 
Of Conſcience, and * ruch, will boldly fight. 


2 
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9. The GEESE and the CRANES. 


Flock of Geefe and Cranes met and 
foraged together in the ſame field: 

he Country-men, hearing their muſic, 
came upon them ſuddenly, and . par 


them. The Cranes being frighted, and 
light of body, flew away, but the Geeſe 
being heavy, their wings not being ſtrong 
enough to carry them off quickly, were 
inapp'd up, every Gooſe of them. 


The Mor at. 

In time of War, or Diſtreſs, Riches, or Bulk 
of Body, are a dead Weight, and binder the 
Owner's flight ; whilſt the Por Man, without 
any Let, eſcapes. Little Goods, little Care. 


The Rich, in flight, are wakes by their weight, 
But none purſue, none ſtop the Peor Man's flight, 


10. The | 
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10. The Doc ard the Ass. 


Dog, who was always fawning upon 
his Maſter, and the reſt of the fa- 
mily, was mightily cheriſhed and carefſed 
by all of them. An Afs belonging to the 
ſame houſe obſerving this, was {track with 
grief, and thought it very hard, thata lazy ' 
uſeleſs Cur ſhould be ſo much made of, be. 
fed at the Maſter's table, and live at his 
eaſe, only by idleneſs, play, and flattery; 
while yet he, who continually carried bur- 


dens, and was daily of fo much uſe and ſer- 


vice to the whole houſhold, was beaten with 
whips and cudgels, and neglected and ſcorned 


by every body. To remedy this grievance, 


ſince fawning and Battery thtove ſo well, 
the Aſs reſolves to apply himſelf to ſo bene- 
ficial a trade: In order to it, he watches his 

B 6 Maſter's 
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Maſter's coming, runs to meet him, leaps 

upon him, and paws him rudely with his 

hoofs. The Maſter, ſurprized and aſtoniſhed, 

calls out for help; the ſervants haſte to aſſiſt 

their Maſter; and the fooliſh Aſs is driven 

away, and drubbed ſeverely for his kindneſs. 
; The Mo R Al. 

We muſt not ſet examples to ourſelves, that 
are unſuitable to our natures, circumſtances, 
and tempers, there being nothing more ridiculous 
and contemptible than a fond affectation of 


what we are wholly unfit for. 
*Gainſt Nature's bent we make attempts in vain, 
Nothing ſucceeds, done aukward, or with pain, 
The little Dog is fondled for his play, } 
While the dull Aſs groans on his ſervile way; 

- Bending beneath his load, and beatthro' miry clay. 


11. The CounTey Man and the SNAKE. 
A Country-man having found a Snake 
lying on the ſnow, almoſt frozen to 


geath, 


om" wh 
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death, brought it home, and laid it before 
the fire: The Snake, revived by the warmth, 
recovered its former force and vigour of 
| poiſon; and at laſt the heat becoming un- 
eaſy to him, he filled the whole cottage 
with his violent and impatient hiſſings. 
The Countryman ſnatching up a cudgel, 
runs to it, corrects and reproaches its in- 
folence and ingratitude with words and 
blows: Is this your Thankfulneſs, vile 
creature! Do you threaten me with death 
in my own houſe, for bringing you hither 
to ſave your life. 

The Mo RA. 
It too often happens, that men return Evil 
for Good, and become the mortal and impla- 
cable Enemies of thoſe that have preſerved, 


and raiſed them. 
Too often thoſe whom we with Kindneſs fill, 
Requite our Love with Hate, our Good with III. 


12. The two CR A'B,S. 
Young Crab was reproved by his Dam, 
A becaule he went aſkew ſo ſhamefully, 
and adviſed him to walk ſtreight forward. 
I pray Mother, ſays the young one, go you 
before, and I'll follow after. | 
The MoRal. 

Knowledge without Practice is nothing. He 
Lat would reprove another, muſt take care not 
io be guilty of the ſame fault. Good Advice 
is ſeldom effectual, when the Adviſer does not 
follow it himſelf. Words 
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Words without Deeds are only empty Noiſe; 
Example is the moſt prevailing Voice. 
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13. The CiTy-Movssz and the Cov x- 
TRY-MovusSE. 

City-Mouſe had a mind to walk out 
of town, and divert herſelf abroad in 
the country for the air: A Country-Mouſe 
met with her, invites her home, prepares 
to entertain her in a plain manner; and to 
ſupper they go. The Country-Mouſe treats 
her in the beſt manner ſhe could, that ſhe 
might not ſhew herſelf unworthy of the 
company and friendſhip of 'a Mouſe of fo 
great quality. Vet the City-Mouſe looked 
diſdainfully upon the Country Cates, con- 
demned the mean Proviſions, and magnified 
the noble plenty, and vaſt variety of the 
City cheer. Upon her return home, ſhe 
invites the Country-Mouſe to go with her, 

eh and 


SO P's FABLES. 15 


and ſee the magniſicence and abundance of 
the City. So they both ſet out upon their 
journey together, propoſing to ſneak in after 
the cloſe of the evening. They did ſo; and, 
about midnight, made their entry into a 
certain great houſe, where there had been an 
extraordinary entertainment the day before, 
and ſeveral tit- bits, which ſome of the ſer- 
vants had purloined, were hid under the ſeat 
of a window: The Country gueſt was im- 
mediately placed in the midſt of a rich 
Perſian carpet; and now it was the Courtier's 
turn to entertain, who, indeed, acquitted 
himſelf in that capacity with the utmoſt 
readineſs and addreſs, changing the courſes 
as elegantly, and taſting every thing firſt as 
judiciouſly as any Clerk of a Kitchen. The 
other ſat and enjoyed himſelf like a delight- 
ed Epicure, tickled to the laſt degree with 
this new turn öf his affairs; when, on 
a ſudden, a noiſe of ſomebody opening the 
door, made them ſtart from their ſeats, and 
ſcuttle in confuſion about the dining- room. 
Our Country friend, in particular, was ready 
to die with fear at the barking of a huge 
Maſtiff or two, which opened their throats 
juſt about the ſame time, and made the 
whole houſe echo. At laſt, recovering 
himſelf, Well, ſays he, if this be your town 
life, much good may do you with it: Give 
me my poor quiet hole again, with my 

homely, but comfortable gray-peaſe. | 
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The MoR A1. 


Great Wealth, and ſenſual Pleaſures, are 
Frequently found to be only dainty Baits to 
deadly Miſchief. A mean Condition makes a 
large Amends; for what it wants in outward 
Splendor,is vaſtly ſupplied by imward Comforts, 


firm Security, laſting and ſolid Satisfaction. 
* Riches and Pleaſure falſly we ſuppoſe 

A Rate of Bliſs ; they wes a world of Woes, 
Expoſe us hourly to corroding Cares, 

To open Dangers, and to fecret Snares. 


Splendid without, and rr they are ſeen; 
Black Horror, dreadful Ruin lurk within. 


Beware of ſnatching at the gilded Bait, 

*T'will poiſon all, imbitter thy whole Fate. 

No folid Comforts harbour in Exceſs, 

The middle ſtate, alone, conducts to Happineſs. 


— 
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14. The BoAR aud the Ass. 
- Sluggiſh worthleſs "Aſs was one day 
mocking and deriding a Boar,” The 
Boar at firſt was angry; and gnaſhed his 
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teeth at him; but, recovering his temper, 
replies, Tho' thou deſerveſt to be puniſhed, 
yet thou art below my anger: Thou may ſt 
inſult at pleaſure, and with impunity; thy 
own baſeneſs fecures thee. 
The MoR AL. 

A brave mind deſpiſes the injuries received 
from mean, vulgar, and ſordid perſons. 

Urg'd by the baſe, be unconcern'd the while; f 


At moſt, regard it with a ſcorning ſmile; 
Twere mean to think of vengeance on the vile. 


»„ —— 


15. The Couxn TRY MAN and the Ox. 
Country Man had a young ſturdy ill- 
natured Ox which could by no means 
endure the yoke, nor ſuffer any body to 
come near him: The Man cuts off has horns, 
and puts him to the egg ſo that he 
could neither puſh with his horns, nor Kick 
with his heels, and himſelf guided the 
plough, pleaſed with what he had done. 
The ſurly unruly beaſt, when he could do 
nothing elſe, threw up ſtones and dirt with 
his heels into the very mouth and eyes of 
his Maſter, till he was almoſt blinded, -and 
_ do nothing but ſpit and ſputter about 
im. 1 „ 


The Mo RAL. | 
Nature will ſtill have its courſe; ſome tem- 
Pers are ſo um ractable and moroſe; that nothing 
wil! reclaim them: The more pains à man 
takes to meliorate them, the worſe they are. 


And 
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And though through policy or ſtrength you may 


reſtrain their actions, ſeldom is there a chang 
of the will and affettions effefted thereby. 


S a Wolf was greedily devouring a 
| Sheep, a bone ſtuck faſt in his throat: 
He went up and down begging help, but 
could get none. Every body tells him he 
may thank himſelf for his fate, and that he 
is well enough ſerved for his inſatiable gor- 
-mandizing. At laſt, with abundance of fair 
words, and a world of fine promiſes, he 
prevails upon a Crane to thruſt her long 
bill and neck into his throat, and to pluck 
out the bone. The Crane conſented, and 
drew. out the bone very dextrouſly, and 
quickly. But when ſhe aſked for the re- 


ward 
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ard he had promiſed, the Wolf deſpiſed 
and laughed at her : Be gone, fool (ſaid he) 
you owe me your life; is not that reward 


-nough? Had I thought fit, you ſaucy 
bold ſlut, I could have bit off your head. 


The MOR Al. 


Ungrateful men thus ſerve their benefactors: 
Inſtead of riwarding generous friendſhips and 
aithful ſervices, it muſt paſs for à favour 
that they do not return injuries and ruin, in- 
ead of juſt Reguitall. : . 
The benefits we ſow on barren ground _ | 
Are loſt. No harveſt, no returns are found. 


Nane can reward, or ſervice hope to find 
From an obdurate, baſe, unthankful mind. 


4 
+ 
ut 
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17. The WoLr and the LAMB. 


| HILE a Wolf was drinking at a 
ſpring, he ſpied a Lamb drinking 
. 


- 


—— 
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at the ſtream a good diſtance below him. 
He runs to the Lamb, and chides its griev- 
ouſly, for muddying the ſpring, and trou- 
bling the water. The poor Lamb trem- 
bled, and humbly beſought him to be 
merciful to a harmleſs innocent creature: 
Adding, chat as he was drinking a great way 
from him, and lower down the ſtream, he 
could not poſſibly diſturb the water that the 
Wolf was drinking, and yet much leſs had 
he any thought to do ſo. The Wolf rails 
and thunders at him: Raſcal! (ſays he) 
thou hadſt as good hold thy prating; all 
thou ſayeſt ſignifies nothing. Thou and 
all thy tribe are perpetual enemies to me 
and mine; and thou ſhalt now ſuffer for it, 
and make me ſome ſatisfaction. 


The Mo Al. 
Might overcomes Right. And a defenceleſs 
Innocence is frequently oppreſſed by lawleſs 
Power. a 


The guilty Great, by arbitrary Might, 
Oppreſs weak Innocence, and defenceleſs Right. 


— — 2 — —_ dw 
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18. The Boy and @a THIEF. 


| A” unlucky little Boy ſat ſnivelling and 

crying at the ſide of a well; a ſharp- 
ing Thief ſteps up to him, and afks the 
poor Lad what he cried for. Alas! ſays he, 
the cord is broke, and my filver cup is 


MM dropt 
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dropt into the well. The Thief whips off 
his coat, and down he goes in queſt of it, 
but loſt his labour, and his own coat into 


the bargain: the young Rogue had bit the 
Biter, and run away with the Thief's coat. 


The MoR Al. 


The Buſh-beater is not always the Bird- 
catcher : They are deceived ſometimes, that uſe 
te deceive others. Some are Cheats by natural 
propenſity, more than by diſcipline, and it is 
à ſort of ſatisfattion to ſee a Tricker tricked. 


Wit is not to that vaſt perfection ſtretch'd, 

But ev'n th* Art's Maſter ſometimes is o'er-reach'd. 

The beſt kill'd Sharpers in the thieving trade, 
By young men, ev'n themſelves the Cully's made. 


; 


19. The EAG x ond the Jack Daw. : 
N Eagle, having got a ſhell-fiſh; and 
finding no way to come at the meat 
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within it, a Jack Daw offers her advice, 
and perſuades the Eagle to let fall the fiſh 
from on high upon a rock, by which 
means the ſhell of the fiſh would be broken. 
The hun Eagle takes the ſharpi 

Daw's > 4 ies very high with the TY 
and lets it fall upon a ſtone accordingly. 
The. knaviſh Daw, who waited on the 


ground. for the fall .of the fiſh, ſnatches 


It up, and carries it off; the deluded Eagle 


in vain. repining and ftormng at the 


cheat. | 
Be careful whoſe Advice you take : For 
too many give Counſel merely for their own 
Intereſt, without am reel Regard for thoſe 
they adviſe. 
Confider well when Counſel you receive; 
Weigh both th' Adviſers, and th* Advice they give. 
Guard you, that none impoſe upon your Senſe 
With ſubtil Wiles, or grave Impertinence. 


+ For many, by their Counſels, mean no more, 
Than to enrich themſelves, and leave thee poor. 


2 


20. The TIOER, Fox, and HunTsman. 

- Sa Huntſman' was purfuing his game, 
A a Tiger comes up to the other Beaſts, 
and commands them to their quarters: Let 
me alone to deal with the enemy, I will 
put an end to this war myſelf. The Huntſ- 
man ſhoots him, he is wounded and flies. 


But whilſt he was trying to pull out the 


arrow 
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» arrow with his teeth, the Fox ſteps up to 

h him, and aſks who it could be that wounded 

h ſuch a fierce. and - potent Beaſt? the Tiger 

. | anſwered, He knew not; but by the mor- 
g al cruel wound he had got, he judged it 

15 to be a Man. TOOL: 25 | 
; The Mox Aa L. ; 

* It is net good to. be too preſumptuous-: 
2s Strong men are too apt to depend upon their 
le | Strength, and make raſh Attempts ; not rightly 
ie | conſidering, that ſometimes Policy goes beyond, 

add may overcome the greateſt Force. 


If Strength alone could carry every Cauſe, 

or 8 Man had ne'er giv'n his ſturdy Vaſſals Laws. 

The Brutes had his ſupremacy diſown'd, 

And, Rebel like, long fince their Lord dethron'd. 

ſe Tis Management, and Strength; his Reaſon reigns, 
And from that Power, alone, puts on their Chains. 


”y 21. The BVL L anda MovsE,' 
- Mouſe nipped a Bull by the foot, and 

A preſently-ran into her hole; the Bull 
in a fury toſſes his head, and bounces up 
and down like mad, and ſtares about him, 
but could ſee no enemy. The Moule peeps | 
je, out of her hole, and | laughs. heartily to 
ts, ſee the Bull in ſuch a fury: Look you, 
et now, Mr. Bull, for all you are fo furious 
111 ſo big, and bluſtering, it is only a poor ſilly 
if. BY Mouſe, that has got the better of you; and 
es. if you would. give your ſoul, you cannot 
he hurt me, nor revenge yourſelf. 36 
ow The 
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| The MoR Al. 


Let no Man be too heedleſs of an Enemy, 
bow contemptible ſoever he may be in ap- 


pearance : The leſs be is regarded, the ſooner 


be may do you a miſchief : Therefore it is not 
prudent in great Men to deſpiſe them even of 
the loweſt Rank. | 

'Let not the Mighty rage againſt the Mean ; 

For Fate may turn, and Fortune change the ſcene: 


A mighty Champion, more bold than wiſe, 
May fafer by the Man he did deſpite. 


a 


22. The CounTry Man ond Jupir ER. 


Country Man driving a waggon, had 
| laid it faſt in a deep miry way; he 
thereupon laid himſelf along on the ground, 
and cries for help to Hercules, and all his 
Fellow Why, you lazy blockhead, 


ſays the God to him, laſh the horſes, and 


ſet thy ſhoulder tightly to the wheel, and 
then.call to me, and I will give thee a lift. 
The Gods are not apt to be like a Jack 
at a pinch, to drudge and flave for every 
lazy 5 7 
Nea n 
ſe honeſt Endeavcurs, and God will proſ- 
per them. Prayers without ftout Induſtry, are 
commonly ineſfectual. Every Man ought to do 
what be is able, and under an humble depen- 
dence, leave the iſſue to God. But we muſt not 
He down in a dilch, and cry God help us. 
Ws Without 
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Without due Labour Prayers are in vain, 
But theſe united Heaven's help obtain. 


God hath for labour all things ſet to ſale ; : 
And ſends relief, when human powers fail, 


with Age. 


Lion, Whoſe cruelty and fierceneſs, 

whilſt youth and vigour laſted, had 

created him many enemies, was now pu- 
niſhed for it, when grown weak with age. 

The beaſts ſeverally fall upon him: The Boar 

„ wounds him with his Tuſhes: The Bull 
re goars him with his horns: Even the ſluggiſn 
do As, thinking to wipe off his old ſtain of Tru- 
#- pid folly and lazineſs, inſults him with ill 
111 words and kicks him luſtily, At which the 
alflicted — Lion ſighing ſaid, Thoſe 
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whom I formerly injured, now deſervedly 
puniſh me; but methinks it is hard to be 
ill uſed in my diſtreſs by thoſe who, whilſt 
my. health and ſtrength laſted, durſt not at- 
tempt it. And ſtill more unkind to be ill 
uſed by them, to whom I had formerly 
ſhewed particular favours; but I was a fool, 
to make myſelf ſo many enemies; and ſtill 
more fooliſh, in making ſo bad a choice of 


my friends. 


The MoRratL. 


Be not inſolent in Proſperity, left in Adver- 
fity you be made to ſmart for it. Create ns 
Enemies, if poſſible : But be very careful what., 
Friendſhips you contract; for falſe Friends 
will wound you inſtead of ſerving you, in time 
of need and aiftreſs. Þ 


Let not the Mighty rage againſt the Mean ; 
For Fate may turn, and Fortune change the ſcene, 
If that change happens, the once injur'd Weak 
Their juſt revenge with uſury will ſeek. 
But in that ſtate, tis barbarous for them, 
That were well us'd, their helpleſs Patrons to 
contemn. 

Yet ſince ſuch ſordid Wretches are too rife, 
Great men ſhould, in their ſtrength and power of life, 
Reſolve, among their ſettled rules and ends, 

To make few Foes, and as few worthleſs Friends. 


24. The 
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24. The Raven and the Fox. 

s Raven, glad and proud of the prey ſhe 
9 had gotten, was croaking and hop- 
ping about among the Boughs: A Fox, who 
is WW perceived it, runs to her: Oh! Madam 
16 Raven, ſays he, I have often heard that 
common Fame 1s ommon Liar; but 
now I am convinced of it: Common Fame 
reports you blacker than pitch ; whereas in- 
deed you are whiter than ſnow. In my opi- 
nion, you not onlyexcel the beauty of Swans, 
but you equal the luſtre of the brighteſt day. 
Moſt certainly, if the ſweetneſs of your voice 
correſponds, as in all probability at does, to 
the beauty of your feathers, you ought to be 
eſteemed and proclaimed Queen of Birds. 
ds. The well flattered Raven, inticed and ſe- 

duced by this artifice, reſolves to give the Fox © 
The ¶ a taſte of the charms of her voice: But as ſne 


C 2 opened 
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opened her bill to begin her ſong, the cheeſe 
dropped down, and the watchtul Fox in- 
ſtantly ſnatched it up, and burſt into a loud 
laughter at the cheated Raven. The poor de- 
luded Bird fat filent, penſive, and aſhamed 
for having been ſo groſly impoſed on. 
The Mon Al. 

Al! Men are more or leſs impoſed on by Flat- 
tery. But by Wiſdom and Virtue we are inflrutt- 
ed, and enabled to avoid that common Snare, 


Who loves to be lick'd up with oil of Fool, 

To every flattering Knave becomes a Tool. 
Vainglory, and fond love of empty praiſe, 

Depreſs the judgment, and the paſſion raiſe, 

Then Fancy, ſoaring with ungovern'd wings, 

In little time, all in confuſion brings. 

Shun Flatterers ; preſerve thy reaſon free, ſthee. 
And keep ſly fawning Rogues ſtill diſtant far from 
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25. The Lion and the Movst. 
Lion over-heated and tired in purſuit. 
of his prey, was repoſing himſelf in the 

ſhade 


e. 


' gnaws them aſunder, and gratefully reſcues 
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ſhade upon the graſs: Being fallen aſſcep, 
he was waked by the running of Mice over 
his back. He rouſes, and catches one of 
them. The Priſoner humbly implores his 
mercy and clemency, repreſenting himſelf 
unworthy of the Lion's anger. The gene- 
rous Lion, conſidering the fooliſh fault 
of ſo diminutive an animal was, indeed; 
beneath his Notice, relcaſes the trembling 
Captive, Not long after, as the Lion was 
ranging the Foreſt, he fell into a ſnare. 
He roared and ſtruggled in vain: There 
was no 8 out. The Mouſe chanced 
to hear him, knew his voice, and, remem- 
bring the mercy ſhewed him, haſtens to the 
place, finds out the knots of the ſnare, 


his former gracious Deliverer. 


The MoRAI. 


Great Men are thus taught Clemency. The 
inſtability of human affairs is ſuch, that the 
moſt mighty are not ſecure from revolutions, and 
may want the. ſervice of the meaneſt. Prudence, 
therefore, as well as Religion and Humanity, 
ſhould incline Princes ard Magiſtrates to mercy 
and commiſeration, 
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As none can ſtop the Whirl of Fortunes Wheel, 
Princes may Revolutions fear and teel. 

In wiſeſt Princes, therefore, ſtill we find 
Compaſſion form'd, and reigning in the mind, 
Tempering their Paſſion, Power and Juſtice ſo, 
That unmeant faults no puniſhment ſhall know. 
The Weak thus ſav'd by God-like Clemency, 
Sometimes ſo fortunately grateful be, 7 
I heir great Preſerver from diſtreſs to free. 


— — 
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26. The ThunNy and DoLPHIN. 


Thunny flying from a Dolphin and 
juſt ready to be ſnapped — oy 
himſelf into the cranny IF. © he 
Dolphin run full dritt againſt . Arg 
and beat out his brains. The Thunny 
looking back, and ſeeing his Enemy ex- 
piring, breathed out theſe his laſt words: I 


now die with comfort, ſince he that is the 


cauſe of my death has met with the ſame 
fate. 


The MORAL. 


Company in Diſtreſs makes the Sorrow the 
leſs; eſpecially when be that is the canſe of our 
Ruin, is himſelf ruin d. 


To ſee the Author of our Ruin fall; 
Can there be Joy where Piety is ſmall? 


27. The 
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d 

> 27. The Sick KiTE. 

, Kite falling dangerouſly ill, and appre- 
y henſive of death, begs of his Mother 
* to intercede with the Gods by fervent prayer 
1 for him. The Mother replies, That he had 
= no reaſon to hope for mercy from thoſe 


* Gods, whole altars he had ſo often ſacrile- 
giouſly prophaned and robbed. | 


"The MoR AL. 
be We ought ſtrifly to abſtain from all Immo- 
w ralities, but more eſpecially from groſs Enormi- 


lies; left, in our deep Diſtreſs, Heaven ſhould 
prove deaf to all our Supplications, - 


Let none in Health and We-1th forget to raiſe 
Their grateful Hearts to Hcav'n, in ardent Praiſe ; 
Leſt, if ſo juſt a Duty they neglect, 

he Heav'n, in their Troubles, all their Vows reject, 


4 28. The 
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28. The Covrrous Man and an 
Exviovus. 


Covetous Man, and an Envious, peti- 

tion Jupiter by conſent, who ſent 
Apollo to tell them that their requeſt ſhould 
be granted, with this proviſo, or condition, 
that whatſoever the one aſked, ſhould be 
doubled to the other. The Covetous 
Man pauſed a while, conſidering what to 
aſk, ſeeing it was to be doubled to his 
Companion: And at laſt he aſked ſeveral 
things, which were immediately doubled, 
The Envious Man's turn was next, who re- 
queſted Jupiter, that one of his own eyes 


might be plucked out, that his Companion 
might loſe both. 420 


The Mo R A1. 


Envy is never dead, nor Covetouſneſs ever 
contented. Theſe two Vices are never ſatisfied, 
the one with Gold, the other with Malice and 
Miſchief. 


Envy and Avarice are Twins of Hell ; 

Only by different ways their ſouls they ſell; 
That, to enrich himſelf, rakes from another, 
To pile his own gold heap can rob his Brother : 
But T bis, his left-hand favours gives ; can bear 
Even plagues himſelf to lend his Foe a ſhare, 


29 The 
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29. The SWALLOW and other BIRDS. 


HE Swallow gave general notice to 
the Birds, that men were going to 
ſow Hemp and Flax; from which nets and 
ſnares would be made for the deſtruction of 
Birds : And therefore adviſes them, to pick 
up the ſeed as ſoon as it was ſown. The 
Birds deſpiſe her admonition ; make a jeſt 
of her; and call her an impertinent fooliſh 
Prophet. The Hemp and Flax grew up; 
and being almoſt ripe, the Swallow again 
importunes the Birds to ſpoil the ripening 
crop. They again deſpiſe and laugh at her. 
Upon this ſhe forſakes their Society, as of 
unthinking Birds, and applies herſelf to 
men; implores their protection; lives 
among them; and pays them the willing 
tribute of her chearful ſong. Thus ſhe 
eſcapes; and: nets and ſnares are made tor 
the reſt. | 


The MOR art. 


The thoughtleſs Crowd contemn wiſe Admo- 
nition; branaing thoſe that adviſe them for 
their good with the.odious imputation of being 
wild and vain Projectors. Thus they juſtly 
periſh by their own wilful Muy; and the Wiſe 
efcape, by adbering to Reaſon and Hdmonition. 


C 5 Tie 
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The Stupid neither will their intereſt ſee; 
Nor by advice of Friends will guided be. 
Till overwhelm'd at laſt by oft-warn'd fate, 
They feel their error, and grow wiſe too late. 


30. TheFrocs petitioning for a KING. 


Colony of Frogs, who were a free Peo- 

ple, became earneſt Solicitors to Ju- 

piter for a King. The God ** at their 
nonſenſe, and in pity denies their fooliſh 
prayer: They perlil in their ſupplications, 
and tire him with importunities. He throws 
down a great log to them: The fall of it 
made ſuch a noiſe, and ſodaſhed and troubled 
the waters, that the affrighted Frogs ſtood 
flent and amazed, and with humble reve- 
rence did homage to their King. But, by 
degrees, 
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degrees, they approach nigher and nigher; 


and at laſt, throwing off all reſpect and fear, 
they leap upon it, and make a ſcorn and 
may-game of their ſtupid and ſenſeleſs King. 
They a ſecond time put up repeated 
prayers for an active and valiant King: 
Whereupon Jupiter ſends them a Stork. 
He proudly marches abour the Fen, devour- 
ing ſuch Frogs as came in his way. They 
complain of.the cruelty of this Tyrant: But 
all in vain: Jupiter gives no ear to them. To 


this very day they continue their 3 


complaints. Every evening, when the Stor 
retires to bed, they creep aut of their holes, 
and eroak together their hoarſe lamentations 
to as little purpoſe as ever: Jupiter re- 
fuſing to remove a Tyrant from the fooliſh 
Frogs, who could neither know the happi- 
neſs of their own original natural liberty, 
nor be content with a mild and gentle King. 


The Mon Al. 


The unthinking unconſlant Vulgar are mula- 
ble and unſtable as Air and Water, and thirjs 
after endleſs Change; are never contented with 
their preſent Condition: They are therefore 


juſtly abandoned to lament the ſmart that they 


draw upon themſelves by their obſtinate folly... | 
C 6 The 
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The reſtleſs Mob a gentle Prince deſpiſe; 

Till ſome fierce Tyrant makes em to be wiſe. 
Then they implore for their firſt ſtate again; 
But Heav'n's averſe :: They importune in vain, 


Juſtly the Rod to thoſe mad Fools is (ent, / 
Who murmur at indulgent Government. ; 
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31. The THIEF and the Dos. 4 


N honeſt watchful Dog rejected with 4 
ſcorn and indignation the proffer of 
bread that a Thief made him. Thou | © 
offereſt me thy deceitful Bribe, ſaid he, in m 


vain. I know thy treacherous Deſign; H 
ſhould I accept of it, and ceaſe my bark- b] 
ing, to eat it, thou wouldſt carry off my y 
Maſter's goods: But I'll prevent thee. 3 


T be 
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The Mon Al. 


A juſt, faithful Servant, will ligen to no 
Temptation, nor be corrupted by Bribes, nor 
ſuffer any injury to be done to his Maſter's 
Perſon or Eſtate. 


That Servant that will juſt and faithful be, 
Muſt ſtrictly keep from every Preſent free, 
Whereby his Maſter's Goods, or Family, 
Might meet with any ſort of injury. 


—— 


—_ 


32. The SATYR ond the HUNTER. 


Satyr, who was once thought to be 
the God of the Woods, found a Tra- 
veller, overblown with ſnow, and almoſt 
frozen to death : Out of pity he took him 
into his cave, and ſet him by a warm fire. 
The man blew his warm breath on his fin- 
gers, and the Satyr aſked him the reaſon of 
it: Why, ſays he, I do it to warm them. 
Afterwards the Satyr obſerved him to blow 
his broth; be again aſked him, What he 
did that for? Oh! ſays he, tis to cool 
my pottage, for they are too hot for me. 
How now, ſays the Satyr, can and do you 
blow hot and cold out of the ſame mouth ? 
I'll have nothing more to do with you; I 
don't like your double dealing, therefore be 


gone out of my houſe. 


The 
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The MoR Al. 
Truth is always like itſelf, never carries 
eo faces. He is no good Companion, nor 
fit to be truſted, that changes with the wind, 
that trims between both Parties, without amy 
regard ta Truth and Juſtice. | 


Deal not with him, nor think he can be civil, 
Who can blow hot or cold, is Saint, oz Devil. 


33. The WOLF and the Sow. 

Wolf officiouſly proffers his ſervice ta 
A nurſe a lying-in Sow, and to take care 

the Pigs. The Lady in the ſtraw thanks 

him for his love; but tells him, his ſervice 
can ſtand her in no ſtead: But if he was 
really deſirous to do her a pleaſure, he could 
do it no way ſo well, as by his abſence. 
His greateſt obligation would be his greateſt 


The 
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diſtance. 
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The MoRaAL. 
Be wiſely cautious whom you truſt. Many 
ſeem very obſequious to ſerve you, who ſe- 

cretly mean nothing but their own gain, at the 
N price of your loſs, or deſtruction. 
| Many their Service offer, who intend- 

Only their own Affairs, not thine, to mend; 

Be careful, then, whoſe Offers you receive, 


You muſt not all men equally believe. 
— — — — 


34. The Cow and the PiTCHER, 
Crow, being very thirſty, found a 

Pitcher that had ſome water in it; 
the mouth of the Pitcher being narrow, and 
the water low towards the bottom, he could 
not come at it. He tried to break the veſ- 
ſel, but had not ſtrength enough, nor could 
he overturn it, What he could not do by: 
Force, he effects by Stratagem and Contri-. 
vance. Immediately he picks up a ſufficient 
quantity of ſmall ſtones, and falls up the 
Pitcher till he had raifed the water within, 
his reach, and then drinks plentifully, 


X 

a The Mo R Al. 

8 Wiſdom is better than Strength. Brutes 
e have a natural Inſtinct, which many times imi: 
$ 
1 


tates Reaſon, and may teach Mankind the free | 

uſe and exerciſe of Reaſon, which is their pro 

N per faculty. 3 
* If Brutes, in feeding, Reaſon imitate, _ 

Much more ought Men do Good, and Evil hate. 


j 35. The 


Fg 
40 ASOPs FABTI ES. 


35. The MouxrTAIN in LABZOUR. 
; Mountain, vaitly ſwelled, laboured 


with violent and painful throws. The 
neighbourhood ſtood amazed, and in ſuſ- 


pence, expecting ſome ſtrange prodigy, or 


dreadful monſter. At laſt the mighty 
Mountain is delivered, and brings forth a 
little Mouſe. The ſtanders-by change 
their ſilent, anxious attention, into loud 
laughing, and univerſal deriſion. 


The Moral. 
Vain Boaſtine, vain Fears, and mighty 


Expettations, on weak or uncertain grounds, 
are juſtly and equally ridiculed by this Fable. 


A mighty Boaſter very oft brings forth 
A Trifle ; little, almoſt nothing worih, 


36. The 
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36. The COUNTRYMAN and the Bo AR. 


Watchful Country Farmer having 

catched a Boar deſtroying his corn, 
cut off one of his ears: He napp'd him a 
ſecond time, and cut off the other. But 
upon the third treſpaſs, he made a preſent 
of him to his Landlord. They killed him, 
and when they opened his head, they found 
no brains there, which made them wonder, 
and the Maſter made no ſmall ſtir about it, 
and examined his Cook for them. Sir, ſays 
the Farmer, it is no wonder you find no 
brains in his ſkull, for I believe he never 
had any, otherwiſe he would not have been 
ſo mad to come fo oft into my corn, after 
he had paid ſo dear for it. This pert an- 
ſwer of Mr. Countryman put an end to the 
diſpute, and the company into a fit of 
laughter. | 


The MOR Al. 


Every Block won't make a Jupiter; nor 
are all Heads Repoſitories for Reaſon. Some 
are ſo ſtupid and undocible, that no puniſhment. 
will be a warning, and are utterly void of 
all Underſtanding. | 


Some men ſo brutal are, all Hope is paſt, 
Who Reaſon firſt deſtroy, and Life at laſt. 


37. The 


37. The HARESs and the Frocs, 


Violent tempeſt raging in the woods 
with an univerſal fury, ſo terrified 
the trembling feartul Hares, that they be- 
gan to run away with all the ſpeed they 
could. A fen in their way obſtructed their 
flight. They ſtand ſtill, anxious and doubt- 
ful what they ſhould do. Danger ſurrounds 
them. The ſight of the Frogs, lying un- 
der water, augments their fears. At laſt 
one of the Hares, who was wiſer and more 
couragious than the reſt, ſays, Why are we 
terrified with ſuch pannic fear ? We ought 
to have more reſolution, and endeavour to 
add courage to our nimbleneſs. This tem- 
peſtuous wind, though it cannot be avoid- 
ed, yet it ought to be neglected, or, how- 
ever, to be borne with. oa 
e 
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The MOR AL. 
Courage and Reſolution is the ſpirit and 


feul of Virtue : Virtue languiſhes without it, 


but ſervile Fear equally vitiates and enfecbles | 
both Wiſdom and Virtue. 


In Troubles let not Fear commit a rape 
Upon your mind ; Fear hinders all eſcape, 
It Doubt depreſſes, one muſt captive be; 
Tis Courage only teaches to be free. 


— — — —— 
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38. The PaysIClan and the Dzap Man. 


Phyſician being invited to his Patient's 
funeral, ſays very gravely, If this man 

had abſtained from wine, and uſed emollient 
clyſters, he might have lived many years. 
Ah! Doctor, (ſays one of the company very 


wittily) your counſel would be good, but 1 ic 


comes too late. 


The MoR AI. 


Good Counſel never comes too late: F it 
comes too late, it ceaſes to be good. Silence in 
the Doctor had been much more commendable. 
It is a piece of mockery to give Counſel out of 
ſeaſon ; and, when a man is undone, to make 
bim the can ſe of bis own ruin, is to aggra- 
vate his miſery. 


When things are done, advice comes in too late z 
And gives offence, by being out of date. 


39. The 


— — 4 


39. The CouxvrRY Man and the SNAKE. 

Certain Countryman, who had bred up 
a Snake in his houſe, and uſed it for a 
long time with great kindneſs and hoſpita- 


lity, one day, in a violent paſſion, ſtruck it 
with a club. The Snake was wounded, but 
made a ſhift to get away. It happened after- 
wards that the Countryman grew poor, and 
thought his poverty was a judgment upon 
him, for the injury he had done the Snake. 
In this perſuaſion he finds out the Snake, 


acknowledges the wrong he had done him, 


begs his pardon, and intreats him to return 
to his houſe. The Snake replies, that he 
frecly forgave the former injury done him, 
but deſired to be excuſed renewing the co- 
habitation; repreſenting, very plainly, that 
in point of Prudence he could not do it, 
there being no ſafe living with a man whoſe 


Paſ- 
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Paſſions were too ſtrong for his Patience, 
and who was ſo well armed to execute the 
Dictates of his wrath; adding further, That 
though the ſmart, and even the ſcar of the 
wounds was vaniſhed, and though his reſent- 
ment of the injury was well allayed, yet the 
remembrance of it was ſtill freſh, and firmly 
impreſſed on his mind. 
The MoRaL. 
An Aſs won't fall into the ſame Hole twice. 


We ought to pardon repented wrongs ;, but yet 


Prudence requires, that we expoſe not our- 
ſelves a ſecond time, if we can handſomely 


avoid repeating the Danger. 
That Injuries receiv'd may pardon'd be, 
Religion tells, and all good Men agree : 
But ftill there's nothing hinders from the care 
Of falling twice into the ſelf- ſame Snare. 
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40. The KiD and the Wo rv. 


She-Goat, very fond and tender of 
her Kid, carefulty ſhut it up when ſhe 
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went out to feed, ſtrictly enjoining the young 
Kid not to open the door to any body till her- 
ſelf came back. A Wolf, who ſtood at ſome 
diſtance, overhears it, and when the Dam 
had been gone ſome little time, comes to 
the door, and artfully counterfeiting the 
She-Goat's voice, bids the Kid open the 
door. The wary Kid, diſcovering the 
cheat, replies, Excuſe me, I ſhall not open 
the door; your voice is indeed like my 


Mother's, but I can ſee a Wolf through the 


hin] | 
The Monk Al. 
T he Obedience of Children to their Parents 
tends to the Childrens Happineſs, as their Diſ- 
obedience commonly ends in their Deſtruction. 


"Tis Childrens Duty Parents to obey : 
Who ſtrictly keep that Rule, moſt happy they: 
But ſuch as roam at their own headftrong Will, 
Snares quickly hamper into Ruin ſti}. 


» —————_— 


41. The Daw, with a STRING at its Foot. 


Country Fellow caught a Daw, and 
ned a String to its Leg, and gave it his 
Son to play withal : But not liking his Com- 
pany, when an rtunity offered, he gave 
them the ſhip, and away he fled to the woods, 


* 


where, by means of the String, he was en- 


tangled and fettered, and at laſt ſtarved, with 


this lamentation and dying ſpeech : Wo is 


me, wretch that I am | who, rather than 
endure 
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endure a little ſervitude and confinement 
among men, have unawares been the author 
of my own ruin. 


1 The Morar. 

Men ought to take all well that Heaven be- 
flows. No repining at Providence. Some, whilſt 
they are uneaſy under, and won't bear with 
ſmall troubles, and be chearful under croſs diſ- 
penſations, often fall into extreme miſery, and 
irretrievable ruin. Government of the mind, 
not the place, or circumſtance, can make a per- 


ſon happy or unhappy. 


More or leſs happineſs a man may find 
5 In any ſtate, juſt as he rules his mind. 
0 But he that common troubles cannot bear, 
7 Inſtead of better fortune, wwor/e may fear. 
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42. The HART and the SHEEP. 


Hart, in preſence of a Wolf, demands a 
buſhel of wheat of a Sheep, pretending 
M 
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it a debt. The Sheep, tor fear of the Wolf, 
owns the debt, and appoints a day for pay- 
ment: When the day comes the Hart re- 
minds the Sheep of his promiſe; the Sheep 
denies it, excuſing himſelf, becauſe the 
promiſe was extorted from him, by the 
preſence and terror of the Wolf: And ex- 
torted promiſes are mere nullities. 


The Mo x Al. 

The Innocent ought not to be tricked into 
Snares. All demands founded upon fraud 
or force may very juſtly be conteſted, and 
avoided. | 

Force not by Fear, No Juſtice will allow 

To proſecute for an extorted Vow. 


All Contracts muſt be made with liberty, 
For Force, or Fraud makes them a nullity. 


_— 


43. JUPITER and FRAvD. 


| 13 preſcribes and orders Mercury 


to make =p a compoſition of Fraud, Ly- 
Ing, Hyp OC 5 4 
nicely prepared, Mercury gavelarge plentiful 
doſes to all the Artificers, which they all 
twallowed as glib and ſmooth as oil, yet 
there was a great deal of the confection left, 
which they wondered at: But upon exami- 
ning the numbers, there chanced to be a 
miſtake made, the TAvLoxs were left out 
in the L1isT. So that Mercury, to make ſhort 
work on it, gave double or treble doſes to 
the 


„ &c. The medicine being 


. * 
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the TavLorxs. And from hence comes the 
Proverb: There is cheating in all trades, but 
moſt in TAYLORS. 

The MoRar. 

Mankind are generally addicted to cheat and 
deceive. All Trade and Commerce is but cheat- 
ing one another by conſent. Some arts er em- 
ployments are ſaid to have more cozenage iu 
them, or belonging to them, than others : But 
that may ſeem to be, or ariſe from an opportu- 
nity to affeft, rather than any real difference 
in the natures of them. | 


A byas, fix'd by Nature on Mankind, 


Has all; for profit, to deceive inclin'd. 


44.'The HunTiNnG-DoG hated by his 
MASTER, 
Hunting Dog, excellently good in kind, 
but worn out with age, was eagerly 
put on Game by his greedy Maſter, The 
Dog's will and courage was good; but time 
had deprived him of ſtrength and ſpeed. In 
vain his Maſter ſtrives to chear him on; he 
could not play his part as formerly. The 
willing Dog had one day laid hold on a Stag; 
but wanting teeth, the Stag broke from him. 
His Maſter fell into a rage, and rates him fu- 
rioufly with words and blows. The Dog re- 
plies; That by right he ought to be pitied 
and pardoned, becauſe of age; for in his 
youth he had been ſtrong, and wanted no 
b D Will, 
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Will, Skill, Courage, or Succeſs. But nothing 
but gain, find, muſt beeſteemed. You loved 
me when I was young, and found you Sport 
and filled you with Game: But now you 
hate me, being grown old, weak, ſlow, and 
toothleſs. But might Juſtice and Gratitude 
take place, you ſhould cheriſh me in my 
old - age, for the profitable ſervice I have 
done you in my youth. 
The Mon Al. 

It is a crying Injuſtice, and a black Ingrati- 
tude, to abuſe or neglect thoſe in their old Ape, 
who have . — their youth and ſirengib 


uſe fully in our ſervice. 
o talk of ſervice paſt, is all in vain, 
There's meg valu'd, but the preſent gain, 


45. The Fox and the STORK. 
Stork was invited by a Fox, with much 
ſeeming kindneſs, to come and ”y 


Wl 
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with him. The Fox receives his Gueſt with 
all imaginable civility, bids him heartily 
welcome, and prays him to fall to. The 
entertainment provided, is poured upon 
the table: But the proviſion made, being 
thin and fluid, diffuſes itſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner, as made it impoſſible for the Stork to 
eat any of it. While the Stork makes vain 
efforts at eating, the Fox licks up all. The 
| poor deluded Bird departs hungry, aſhamed, 
- and vexed at the abuſe; but wiſely concealed 
his anger. After ſome time, the Stork 
makes a kind invitation to the Fox, to 
come and ſup with him. When the Fox 
came, he found a veſſel of glaſs filled with 
meat ſtanding ready upon the table; but 
the glaſs having a long neck, the Stork 
eaſily fed through it with its long bill; 
while the Fox could only look at the good 
Cheer, without being able to taſte it. 


The Mox Al. 


Tricters are ſometimes trick'd, either falling 

into their own ſnares, or juſtly ſuffering by the 
Lew of Retaliation. : 

Men laugh at Cheaters chous'd, at Nickers nick'd : - 


At jibing Mockers mock'd, and ſharping Trickers 
trick'd. 
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46. The Two Ex EMuIIsũ. 


WO ſurly Fellows, that mortally 


bhated one another, happening to fail 
together in the ſatne thip;. the Maſter being 
made acquainted with it, placed one of 
them at the ftern, the other on the fore- 
deck, A tempeſtuous fea ariſing, the ſtorm 
being very dangerous, and the ſhip in great 
hazard, the Crew expecting e moment 
its ſinking; he that was on the fore-caſtle, 
aſked the laſter what partof the ſhipwould 
fink -firſt ? The ſtern,” replied the Maſter : 
Well then, (ſays the 2 death won't 


be grievous, when I ſee my Enemy die be- 


fore me. 


The MoR Al. 


Revenge is ſweet : But it is a miſerable ſort 
of ſatigfaction, and wretched kind of pleaſure, 
which is purchaſed at ſo dear a rate, as the 
loſs of a man's life. Forgiveneſs is a far bet- 
ter and more eligible way or manner of revenge, 
and will be attended with greater pleaſure and 
fatisfattion in the end. 


He that will venture life, or chuſe to die 
To get Revenge, gives't to his Enemy. 


47. The 


, 


ww 
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ſcorn. | 
The M 


Thus we are admoniſhed to content ourſelves. 


with our own condition 


47. The J.acx-Daw. 
Jack-Daw deſpiſing the plainneſs of 
her Tribe, and emulating the beauty 
and grandeur of the Peacock kind, ſtuck 
herſelf up with Peacock feathers, and be- 
came molt wonderfully fine, and; as ſhe 
vainly thought, a new and glorious Bird. 
Swelled big with pride at her gay plumes, 
and diſdaining her old Compamons, ſhe 
keeps company with none but Peacocks. 
They in a little time difcover the fraud, 
and mocking and diſdaining the fond am- 
bition of the fooliſh Bird, ſtripped her of all 
her borrowed pomp, and beat her away, 
with many unpitied wounds, and univerſal 
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an irregular and illlconcerted ambition, ſerves | T 
only to ſtrip us naked, and expoſe us to the con- el 
tempt of thoſe, whoſe big ber flate we veinly rie 
aimed at. m 


*Tis vain and mean to borrow to be fine: 

But with ftol'n Plumes tis worſe to ſtrut and ſhine, 
If Nature does no in- born worth beſtow, 

Content thyſelf to be obicure and low. 


5 The Pro BOS, KITE and Hawk. 
4 


HE Pigeons 1n time paſt had long and 
bloody wars with the Kite : In order 
to conquer him, they elected the Hawk to be 
their King. The Hawk being ſettled in his 
Throne, acts the part of an Enemy, inſtead 
of ſhewing himſelf the Shepherd of the 
Flock, andÞ ather of his Country: He'preys 27 
upon the Pigeons worſe than the Kite did. 4 
e. | 'The 
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ſaving her life vaniſhing, and that ſhe muit 


to foot; and have got enough of every 
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The Pigeons repent their inconſiderate 
election of a King: Finding, by ſad expe- 
rience, the depredations of the Kite to be far 
more tolerable then the tyranny of the 
Hawk. | 
The MoRaL. 


Unhappy ſtate of harmleſs Innocence] Wor- 
ried by Rapine from abroad, and devoured by 
deſtructive Tyranny at home. | 

Unhappy ſtate! Where Enemies oppreſs; 

And he that ſhou'd protect, deſtroys no leſs. 

The People blindly _ from one ill, 


Led on by thoughtleſs heedleſs crowds and noiſe, 
Fall en another, and a greater ſtill, 


For want of wiſdom to direct their choice. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


49. The F v. 


Thirſty Fly reaching from the top 
edge of a pot, full of victuals nc 
drink, fairly tumbles into it; all hopes f 


inevitably be drowned, Well, ſaid the, I 
have drank plentifully, and have eat my 
belly full, I have waſhed myſelf from head 


thing : I die with a contented mind. 


The Mon AI. 


What cannot be cured muſt be endured. It is 
great prudence to bear with courage what we 
cannot avoid. This is to make à virtue of ne- 


RS ceffuty ; 


* 
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cefſity ; and if patience is not a. perfect cure, 


yet it leſſens the pain, and is à very commend g- 
ble virtue. | 


Uſe means, and when you cannot flee from Death, 
With courage and content reſign your breath. 


50. The WoLr and the Ht ap of Carver's 
Work. 


Wolf, who had ſtumbled by chance 
upon a Carver's ſhop, finds a man's 

head in it, of exquiſite workmanſhip. He 
rurns it about, views and conſiders every 
part thereof, and ſtands amazcd at it. Bur 
perceiving it was void of fenſe; Lovely head! 
ſaid he, How wonderful hadſt thou been, 
hadſt thou contained as much life within 
thee, as there hath been art and ſkill em- 
ployed upon thee! ; 
The 


l 


7 
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The MOR Al. 
Beauty without Senſe is of little value, and 
quickly loſes its eſteem; but toben Senſe and 
Beauty are united, the wonder is not great 
little leſs than wonders are ſometimes furprix- 
ingly effected. 


Weak are the ſoft allurements of the face, 

* Unleſs the mind have more than equal grace. 
External Beauty, time and chance invade; 
But Virtue's charms endure; they never fade : 
The fooliſh Fair into contempt will fall; 


ut firm wile. Virtue trivanphs over all. 


51. The CALr and the Ox. 
1 Delicate fat Calf, that was idle and 
w 


did nothing, ſeeing an Ox hard at 
ork, jcered the poor Ox for being ſuch a 
ſlave; and ſays to him, What would you 
give to be fo ſmooth, fo fat, and plump, and 
live at eaſe, as J do? for I fare deliciouſly 
and do nothing. The poor tired Ox took 
notice of theſe reflections, but anſwered 
with ſilence. A ſhort time after, as the 
Ox was going on his accuitomed labour, he 
ſpies the Calf taken up, and was immediately 
to be killed for a facrifice : How now, Mrs. 
Pert, ſays the Ox, your fine lazy Lite has 
brought you to this kaſty end! You did not 
work becauſe you were to be butchered; 
What would you now give to be as I am? 
I COL 4 £e 
Of idleneſs comes no goodneſs. Vain and 
fooliſh pleaſures are to be avoided, they always 
” D 5 leave 
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leave a ſting behind. *Tis too often the caſe of 
rich and great man, that the advantages 
they boaſt of, and glory in, are very eften the 
cauſe of their ruin. 


The labouring State's moſt healthy and ſecure, 
But Men of Pleaſure pain at laſt endure. 


Y 


52. The L1on, an Ass, anda Fox. 


Lion, an Aſs, and a Fox, went a hunt- 
ing together, and took a delicate fat 
Stag. The Lion bids the Aſs divide it; he 
innocently cuts it into three equal ſhares; 5 
and gives his Fellow-hunters the liberty 
of chuſing. The Lion fell into a violent paſ- 
gon, and tore the Aſs to pieces, and then 
commanded the' Fox to divide the ſpoil. 
He See knave) joins the three parts to- 
E and gave it all to the Lion, and 
arcely ſaved any thing for himſelf. The 
Lion, 


. 
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; Lion, pleaſed with Reynard's way of dividing 
| the prey, aſked him, Who taught him to 
| carve ſo neatly ? Why truly, ſays the Fox, 
an Aſs was my maſter; and his error ſet me 

to rights. 
The Mo R Al. 


Many go out for wool, but come home ſporx. 
Happy is he that takes warning by the ſuffer- 
ings of others. "The Conſcience of a Knave is 
Policy. Agreat man, and a great river, are 
often 15 neighbours. There's no ſtriving againſt 
the potver of the one, nor the impetuous force of 


' 


the otber; for might. overcomes right. 
Men gain their ends by power, or ſubtile art; 
Some play the e, moſt the Fox's part. 
Learn from the A and Fox more ſenſe and wit; 
The bold are eee while the tame ſubmit. 
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. Tb Lioxzss and the Fox. 

1 She Fox would jeer a Lioneſs, and caſt 
- it in her teeth that ſhe was a barren 


{art 
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fort of a creature, becauſe ſhe brought forth 
bur only one whelp at a birth. Very true, ſays 
the Lioneſs, only one; but that one is a Lion. 
The MORAL. | 

Werth does not conſiſt ſo much in number, as 
in real goodneſs. One eye-wiineſs is worth a 
thouſand ear-witneſſes. One Lark is worth 
two Kites. Good council with juſt condutt, 
will do more with a few, than thouſands can 


under ill and diſorderly management. 
In Goodnels, not in Number, Worth appears: 
__The Sun outſhines a multitude of Stars. 


. The L1on in Love. 
13 Lion fell deſperately in love with a 
handſome young Country Wench; and 
aſked her Father's conſent to marry her: 
The ſour old Fellow anſwered the Lion in the 
negative, and gives this for a reaſon, He 
would not have ſuch a voracious beaſt to a 
Son-in-law. Upon which the imperious Lion 
frowned, and ſhewed his teeth; which at 
leaſt frighted the Countryman into a ſeem- 
ing compliance, and offered the Lion his 
Daughter, upon condition that he would 
pull out his teeth, and cut off his terrible 
claws: For, faid he, the Girl cannot endure 
the ſight of them. The Lion, up to the 
cars in love, readily conſents to it; he 
pulls out his teeth, and cuts off his nails, 
and then demands his. Bride. But the Fa- 
ther, ſeeing the Lion difarmed, took a ſtout 
| tough 
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tough oaken towel, and rubs down the Li- 
on, till he had cooled his courage, and broke 
off the match with club argument. 
The MoR Al. 
He that ſurrenders himſelf to his Enemy, has 
neither Senſe nor Safety. He that is over head 
and ears in Love, cannot ſee approaching Dan- 
gers that are in his way. Love is blind, cre- 
dulous, and inconfiderate; and where this 
fooliſh Paſſion prevails, Fortune, Reputation, 
and Life itfelf, fall a ſacrifice to it. 
He that gives up bis Arms to Foe or Friend, 
Reſigns his Strength, that ſhould his Life defend; 


The Rich and Poor ſuch Follies will commit, 
When frantic Love does overthrow the Wit. 
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RS. Puſs having intelligence of a cer- 

tain houſe that was haunted with an 
abundance of Mice, marches to the place, 
and made havock among them. The Mice 


Per- 
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perceiving their numbers leſſen, and that 
ſome or other of them were daily deſtroyed, 
call a General Council, and reſolve, nemine 
contradicente, that not a Mouſe, for the fu- 
ture, ſhould go down ſtairs, left, by ſuch ad- 
ventures, they ſhould all go to pot. As ſoon 
as Madam Puſs underſtood this, ſhe has this 
whim comes in her noddle; ſhe hangs her- 
ſelf up by her feet, upon a pin in the wall, 
like a ſkin ſtuffed with ſtraw, with her head 

| in a very demure poſture, ſeemingly withour 
life or motion. A Mouſe peeping down, 

| and ſeeing the Cat in that plight, Oh! Ma- 
| dam Puſs, ſays ſhe, if I thought there was 
no more of the Cat than her ſkin, I would 
take one turn with you. As ſoon as Puls 
had her within her reach, ſhe ſnapped her 
up at once, letting her underſtand, that 
things are not always in Reality, what they 
are in external Appearance. 
Tie Moran. 
Though the Cat winks, ſbe is net blind. A 
Man being once deceived, will bexware 
of, and ſoon diſcover feigned deceitful Preten- 
ces. He that is twice cheated by the ſame 

Man, cheats himſelf. wy 

'The man that does not try before he truſts, 
May fall a Victim to another's Luſts. 

Efforts impracticable to eſſay 

Are but mere Vapour, Breath, all thrown away. 


The Will alone's a feeble Counſellor ; 
Council to execute's the Work of Power. 


56. The 
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but that himſelf durſt not meddle with it, 


replies the Fox, that pretend to govern a 
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56. The Ap E and the Fox. 
Rim Death having ſnatch'd away from 

the Beaſts their King, they ſummon 
a General Aſſembly of the Brutes. The 
mimic Ape danced ſo curiouſly and fine a- 
mong them, that, by a general conſent, he 
was choſen King. The ſubtle, envious Fox 
being very chagrined at tne Ape's election, 
tells the new choſen King, That he had 
found hidden treaſure in a certain place, 
(which treaſure was a trap, ſet in a ditch,) 


it being your Majeſty's royalty. But, Sir, 
(ſays Reynard,) I ſhall carry you to the 
place, to take poſſeſſion of it yourſelf. The 
Ape raſhly lays hold on the bait, but the 
trap ſnaps his fingers. The Ape, in a fury, 
calls him Traitor. You are more a Fool, 


King- 
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your own fingers. 
The Mok Al. 


Men of Underſtanding, and firong Conſide- 


ration, are fitteſt to rule and govern : Men of 


weak Jutellectuals never want ſubtle, cunning 
Knaves to play upon their weakneſs. Rega! 
Authority ought never to be intruſted with 
Fools, or Knaves, the former will expoſe it 
to Contempt aud Scorn, and the latter (too of- 
ten,) to the prejudice, if not the ruin, of the 
Coverned. 
That Novice will not long his Honour ſave, 
That may be led by any crafty Knave; 


' And he that for himſelf has no more wit, 


Much lefs to govern others will be fit. 
— — . 
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57. The Llox and the GOAT. 
Lion having ſpied a plump fat Goat 
browling upon a high rock, uſes many 


1 


| 
\ 
\ 
* 


plauſible arguments, and flattering fine 


words, 


Kingdom, and ha'n't wit enough to fave 
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words, to. perſuade her to come down; and 
feed in the green, pleaſant, odoriferous mea- 
dow, where: there was plenty of ſweet deli- 
cious graſs. I admire your fine words, and 
like that dainty proviſion very well, (ſays 
the Goat, ) but your preſence” imbitters all 
thoſe ſweets. You perſuade me not fo much 
for my own beaciit, as the hope you have, 
by your flattering perſuaſions, to fill your 
belly with delicious Goat's fleſh : But aſ- 


ſure yourſelf J am for a life of Safety, let 


who will take the life of Pleaſure. 
The Mox Al. 
He that trufteth not, cannot be decerved. It 


is far better do live upon hard Commons, than 


to enjoy Pleaſure and Plenty without Security. 


Let the invitations: and arguments be never ſe 
plauſible and cogent, be careful bow you truſt 
to the Advice, of a profeſſed Enemy. 
Obſerve your Foe, and ſtand upon your Watch; 
Let Prudence ſave you from an Over-match. 
Troft not fair Words; of pleaſant Things beware; 
Temptation leads into a deadly Snare. 


—_— 
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75 58. The Ass and J UPITER. 
N Aſs that ſerved a Gardener, was hard 


— 


Jupiter to get him another Maſter. Jupi- 


ter ordered him to be ſold to à Porter, Who 


loaded the Aſs unreaſonably with clay and 


bricks, &c. The Als again beſceches Jupi- 


ter, and is turned over to a Tanner, who 
drubs 
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wrought, and poorly fed, begged of 
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drubs and works him worſe than ever. The V 
Aſs thus laments his miſery: I ſhall be Ec 
. wrought to death, and that won't ſerve 0 
neither; for my very hide muſt not only be a 
curred now, but tanned afterwards. e 
The Mo Al. ri 


| Out of the Frying-pan into the Fire. Men NN © 
| ought to take all well that God ſends; that's 
the beſt way to mend our Miſery. He that re- tc 
pines at that Condition, or State of Life, that d 
Previdence ſees meet or beſt for him, arraigns - 
= the Divine Wiſdom, and deſerves no Reward 4 
| but Puniſhment. | 
Take thy mean Lot, and the great Giver thank, 
Nor try new Chances, left thou draw'|t a Blank. 
Trying to mend, how oft are Fortunes marr'd ? 


Heav'n has this comfort for all States prepar'd, \ 
Knowing our worſt, makes ills themſelves leſs hard. ſ 
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A oor ſtarved Aſs having taken notice 
of a briſk young Horſe, how he 
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was cloyed with plenty of choice foods, 
eaſe, and attendance, thought his condition 
of lite very happy, and his own as miſer- 
able: For, ſays he, I labour and drudge 
exceſſively, and am poorly fed, and rib- 
roaſted into the bargain. A ſhort time at- 
ter, a war broke out; the high-pampered 
Horſe was mounted by a Soldier, and un- 
fortunately killed in battle; at which acci- 

| dent the Af was moved with pity, and had 
| ever after a better opinion of his own ſtate 
7 and condition of life than he had before. 


The M OR AL. 


Never envy another's happineſs, nor repine 
that Providence has placed thee in à lower 
ſphere. He that places his happineſs in the 
gaudy outſide appearances of things tranſitory, 
will certainly meet with Diſappointments, not 
baving conſidered the invaluable Bleſſings of an 
bumble and mean State, or Degree of Life. 


View not the Great with a repining eye, 
When at their heads ſuch bolts of ruin fly. 
Nor thy own State contemn, becauſe tis poor; 
The Cut-throat viſits not thy humble door. 
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60, The Cann and JUPITER. 


Young ſtout but diſcontented Camel, 
complained bitterly that Bulls, Lions, 
and other Beaſts, were adorned and guarded 
with. horns and claws, &c. but that he had 
no weapons to defend himſelf, but was ex- 
poſed to the inſults of other creatures. He 
thereupon heartily begs of Jupiter to make 
him a horned Beaſt. The God laughs at 
his folly, and not only denies his requeſt, 
but orders his ears to be cropped. | 

The Moral.” 

We ought not to murmur at Providence. 
Every Creature has its own Excellency. To 
diftate to the Divine Power, to deſire to aller 
the Courſe of wiſe Nature, is an impeachment 
of the Divine Perfefions. 


* 


The 
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The Maker beſt his Workmanſhip can faſhion ; 
Then aſk. not Heaven to mend its o Creation. 
The Clay t' arraign the Potter is too bold, 

Nor will-the Fd e be conrroul'd., 


6 


61. The CRANE and ber Loud. 


N indulgent Crane lodged her Young 
Ones amongſt the ſtanding corn, and 


commands them to take notice who came 
by, and what diſcourſe they had about the 


harveſt whilſt ſhe was abſerit. 'When ſhe 


returned, they told her, (not without ſome 


tear,) that"the-owner of the ground had or- 
dered his neighbours to reap” the corn. 
Well, ſaid the old Crane, there's no danger 
yet. Another day they told her, that he 
had deſired his friends to do the work. 
You're ſafe enough ſtill, faid ſhe again. Bur 
upon the third day, when they heard that 
the Maſter and his Son had reſolved to 
come themſelves the next morning: Now, 
ſays ſhe, it is time to be joggin I feated 
neither Neighbours nor Frien 4 becauſe 
they are apt to be negligent or indifferent in 
other people's affairs, but I am ſure the 
Maſter will come, becauſe it is his own 


buſineſs, and his own intereſt is ſerved in 


the performance. 
| The MoR A. 


The Maſter's Eye makes the Horſe fat. Eve- ' 


ry man ought to take care of, and mind his un 


vii. 
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Buſineſs, if be would have it well done, and 
not to Friends, or Servants, for they tos 
often neglett bis, while they narrowly eye their 
own Intereſt and Advantage. 


He that would have his Bus'neſs proſper, muſt 
More to himſelf, than Friends or Servants, truſt. 


IM | 

562. The Two Pors. 
Wo pots, the one of braſs, the other 
of clay, being ſet near the ſhore, a 
wave comes ſurging from the river, and 
iweeps them both in. The Clay Pot made 
away from the Braſs, becauſe the Braſs was 
too hard metal for the other, and, if they 
ſhould meet, ſome uncertain ſurge might 
daſh the Clay Pot to-pieces. Oh f no, ſays 
the Braſs Pot, let us by no means part; let 
us keep together; fear nothing; I'll do you 
- no damage. No, no, ſays the Clay Pot, 
Na | though 
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chough you mean to do me no hurt, yet an 
uncertain wave may beat us together, and I 
ſhall be the certain and only ſufferer; there- 
fore my ſafeſt courle is to keep at a due diſ- 
tance from you. | | 


The Mo RAI. | 
Contrary qualities always diſagree. * It is 
better to live with one's Equals, than with or 
by a too potent Neighbour, or Aly.  A-mighty 
Man may be troubleſome or dangerous to. you, 
but be is in no danger from ou. 
Truſt not that ſtrength may thy own weakneſs daſh, 
Equals with Equals match'd, do rarely clan: 
In a well-match'd Society rejoice, gots” 
Too great a Neighbour is a dang'rous choice, 
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and Fortune, to reſiſt the common — 
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22 T8 0P's FAT IS. 
The Lion, very hungry, ſpies them feed- 
ing, and longed for a piece of delicious beef, 
but durſt not attack them ſo long as they 
kept all together; but by ſubtle methods 
he at laſt finds means to break the confede- 
racy, which obtained, they became an eaſy 
prey to his voracious maw. 


©. The Mo AlL. 


= ireefold Cord is not eaſily broken. Laion 
makes a nation ſtrong, invincable, and victeri- 
ous. Without Union, no Society nor collected 


Boch ban be long happy. 


Monarchs united eas'ly may defeat 

One raging Tyrant, tho' he's ne'er ſo great: 
- But if vnwiſgly.they dixide, and fight 
Afunder, to affert each other's night, 
T he Tyrant, meeting then with leſs controul, 
* a Part, tl he ſubdues he Whole. 


F3 n F 2 p * — 1 — 


6. The Prxr-Txzz and e 


Pine: trec deſpiſed the Shrubs, and ſet 
FA out its own praiſe and merit to the 
higheſt degree: I ai, ſays he, noble, tall, 
210 lofty, and am employed in building 
* ſpacious houſes, and Wift failing ſhips, 
you ſhrubs are low, and pitiful, and fit 
for little. The Shrubs: anſwered, You pride 
- yourſelf, and magnify your own worth and 
merit, and ĩnſult over our worthleſſneſs 9 
incapacity; but you don't give the le 

hint of ny I or 2 in yourſelf 


and 
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and willingly omit that good that 1s really 


in us. But when the ſharp keen ax comes, 
and ſounds a knell at your root, what would 
you not then give to be in our low, humble, 


. & ſecure condition? 
ö The Mon Al. 

There's no Convenience without its Incon- 
venience. Iu every Condition of Lifg there's a 
mixture of Good and Evil; therefore tis very 
rude and indecent to boaſt of our happy and 
flouriſhing Eſtate, or to deſpiſe the mean and 
low Eftate of our depreſſed Neighbours. ; 


Let no man thoſe of humble rank deſpiſe, 

Well knowing his own height and grandeur lies 
Expos'd to all thoſe envious ſhocks of Power, 
From which a mean Condition ſtands ſecure. 


—— fifa. © ERS. 


65. The FLV and the ANT. 
Fly diſputing pre-eminence with the 
A Ant, boaſted his own.Nobility, and 
; E high 
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high birth, affirming the glorious ſun to be 
„ his father: He alſo inſiſted upon his ſoaring 
and ſporting at his pleaſure in the pure and 
open air, by the power of his vigorous and 
active wings; adding, that he lived in Kings 
Palaces, and was nouriſhed with wine and 
delicate fare, and yet was neither at coſt nor 
labour for all this dignity, peculiar fa- 
vour, and happineſs; but diſdained the Ant 
as an ignoble creature, that kept creeping 
below, in little fordid holes, in the vile 
earth, drinking nothing but water, and 
gnawing a little raw corn to ſupport life. 

The Ant replied, That his condition, 
tho? neither ſplendid nor exalted, was not 
ignoble, much leſs was it deſpicable ; and, 
ſuch as it was, it was eaſy and grateful to 
him; and he was contented with it. "He 
reproached the Fly for living a looſe, wan- 
dering, and vagabond life, while himſelf was 
a ſubſtantial Houſe-keeper, and had 
own and fixed habitation : He added, 
that pure water, and wholſome corn, were 
far more healthy than ſophiſticated wine, 
and permcious mixtures of over ? dainty 

roviſions, and were full as delicious to 
bam, as thoſe boaſted delicacies were to the 
Fly; and that his homely fare was {till the 
more {weet and welcome to him, for being 
obtained by honeſt labour and induſtry, 
and not by idleneſs and play. Beſides all 
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this, continued the Ant, I find myſelf chear- 


ful, ſecure, beloved, and admired. I am 


ſet for an emblem and pattern of laborious 
induſtry, and provident good huſbandry, 
carefully laying up in ſummer my winter 
ſtores and proviſions z whereas you Flies 
are hated and deſpiſed, in continual danger 
of your lives, and conſidered only as fo 
many fooliſh repreſentations of wanton, 
fickle impertinence, and idle, thoughtleſs 
nonſenſe : You live but from hand to 
mouth, expoſed to continual dangers, and 
are ſure to die in the winter. 


The Mo RA. 


This Fable ſbeus the juſt ſuperiority 7 
provident Induftry and Temperance, to Lnx- 
ury, ' ſupine Careleſſneſs, and Idleneſs. It 


warns us alſo againſt vain-glorious boaſting of 


\ ourſelves, and deſpifing others, who poſſibly, 


when matters are righily ſtated, may be found 
to have more Excellencies, and fewer Defefts 
and Imperfections, than ourſelves. - 


The fluttering Beau, in Noiſe and Nonſenſe lo, 
Does of his glittering Tinſel vainly hoaſtz _ 
Doating on's Outſide, the conceited Elf 
Inſults the Sober, and admires Himſelf, 

But all the knowing world the Fop Yeſpiſe, 

And ſcorn the Fool that hates to be made wiſe; 
While * 5 Induſtry, that lives retir d, 
By Men of Senſe is valu'd and admir'd. 


E 2 656. The /* 
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66. The Oar and the RED. 


Sturdy Oak, blown down by a ſtrong 
wind, tumbled into a river, and was 
carried away by the ſtream ; but as it ſwam 
along, it was accidentally lodged by the 
ſhore fide, near ſome Reeds ſtanding there 
upright, at which the Oak wondered. The 
Reed replied, That her good-nature, 
humble yielding, and flexible temper, made 
her root ſecure from all ſuch violent guſts, 
and extraordinary acts of violence, by bend. 
ing thereto ; but it is no wonder that a 
ſturdy Oak ulld fall, which is fo tiff, 
that it will rather break than bend. 


3 The Mok Al. 
No diffieulties nor violences ſo inſuperable, 
but a prudint Condeſeenſion ſurmounts. A pli- 
able Temper is always ſafe and eaſy, and has 


this great advantage atiending it, that it creates 
| no 
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no Enemies, nor ſeldom wants Friends; whilſt 
2 flubborn, inflexible Humour, creates to itſelf 


Enemies, and reſiſts them to its tn deſtruclion. 


Gentle Compliance bears the ſtormieſt ſhocks, 
When ſtubborn Obſtinacy ſplits on rocks: 

So the ſoft woolpack is by cannon-balls 

Leſs hurt than marble-ſtones, or brazen walls. 


67. The Froc and the Ox. 
Frog envied the bulk and large dimen- 
ſions of an Ox; and ſtrove to ſwell 

and diſtend herſelf, in a vain conceit of ac- 
quiring an equal magnitude with the Ox. 
The ſon admoniſhes his mother to deſiſt, it 
being impoſſible for a Frog ever to be as 
large as an Ox. She makes a ſecond attempt, 
ſwells and diſtends herſelf again vehemently. 
Her ſon cries earneſtly to her, Give over, 
dear mother, you will make nothing on't; 
tho* you {well till you burſt, you can never 
E 3 equal 
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equal the bigneſs of an Ox. The Frog per- a 
Giting i in her fond purpoſe, and deaf to all 0 
good counſel, makes a third and utmoſt If 
effort, and burſt herſelf indeed. / 

The Mox AI. a 

Things impoſfible are not to be attempted. 0 
Ewvy no man's talent; but improve thy own, f 
as far as nature and right reaſon will permit, n 
and there bound thyſelf ; lejt ruin and contempt I 
attend thee, in the fond and obſtinate purſuit : 

c 


of what thou canſjt never reach. 
To various Men as various Gitts are given, 
By bounteous Nature, and indulgent Heaven; 1 
Strive not above thy ſphere thyſelf to lift, h 
Bur reſt content with thy peculiar Gift, 
Let each be pleas'd witi his on proper ſtate, ' © 
We ſtrive in vain to break the rules of fate. 9 


68. The 3 and the Ass. 
Horſe being finely accoutred with rich 
and gallant furniture, ran ſwiftly 


along 


" 


N 
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along the road, filling the air with his loud, 
couragious, and repeated neighings. A poor 
loaded Aſs happened to obſtruct the way : 
At which the Horſe, foaming with pride 
and rage, breaks into a paſſion: Be gone 
out of my way, thou filly, ſtupid, Nuggiſh 
Aſs; dareſt thou, vile Beaſt, to obſtruct” my 
noble rapid courſe? Be gone inſtantly, or 
III kick thee out of my way. The Aſs ter» 
ried, durſt not mutter in the leaſt, but pre- 
ſently complies, and quietly gives way, 
As the Horſe violently continued his run- 
ning, being over intent and eager, he burſt 
his wind. Being by this unhappy accident 
equally unfit for ſhew and ſpeed, he was 
quickly {tripped of all his finery, and fold. 
ſoon after to a Carman. In ſome little time 
the Aſs met him again in his changed eſtate 
drawing in a cart; and thus accoſts him: 
Noble Sir, what ſort of furniture is this? 
What's become of all your bravery? Where's 
now your gay bridle, ſilver bit, your golden 
ſaddle, your ſtudded girths, and your richly 
embroidered houſing ? Your pait haughti- 
neſs and arrogance, my Friend, was a cer- 
tain preſage of your preſent ruin and de- 
ſtruction. 
The Moral. 

Immeaſurable pride and inſolence is the uſuat 

fore-runner of approaching ruin and deſtruc- 


tion. We ought tobe modeſt and moderate in proſ- 
E 4- perity, 
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perity, left adverſity come upon us, and we be- 
come juſtly contemned in our miſery, by thoſe we 
wnjuſtly deſpiſed and ſliglited in our happy fortune. 

If Fortune all her favours on you crowd, 

Beware you grow not inſolent and proud; 

The wheel may turn, and thy exalted ſpoke 

May fink in mire, or by ſome chance be broke, 

Thea thoſe that you have injur'd, will deride 

- Your preſent miſeries and your former pride. 


69. The BIRDS and the BeasTs. | 
Fierce Battle was fought by the Birds 


with the Beaſts. The fight was long 
and doubtful. The Bat, apprehending the 


Birds would” be beaten, goes over to the 
Fnemy. But at laſt victory declares for the 
feathered Combatants, under the conduct, 
and by the valour, of their renowned Gene- 
ral the Eagle. The Bat, for being a 
Tz1MMER; is ſentenced (for her deſertion) 
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to be baniſhed for ever from among the 
Birds, and never more to fly by day; who 
ever ſince continues to fly only by night. 
| The MOR Al. 

Deſertion in wars, and inconftancy in friend- 
ſhip, are juſtly treated with the higheſt contempt, 
and ſevereſt cenſures, a debt juſtly due to FALSE 
BRETHREN. Conſtancy, Fidelity and Perſe- 
verance, eſpecially under adverſe fortune, are 
virtues of a noble and elevated rant; marks 
of generoſity, and objects of efimation. 


Thoſe that in fight from oor aſſiſtance fly ; 
That do their help in time of need deny; 
That in diſtreſs withdraw their love and care; } 


Deſerve not our proſperity to ſhare, 
But infamous and baſe FaLsE Barrakx are. 


— — —L—ènf— — —— — — 
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70. The V Wotr and a Sur Eb. 
Wolf having lately been in a ſharp ſkir- * 
miſh with ſome hard mouthed Curs, 
was forced to lie by, and through want of 
food grew faint and fick: He petitions a 
Sheep to fetch him a little water; for, ſays 
he, if I had drink, I could make a ſhift for 
meat : But the innocent Sheep ſmoaked the 
matter: Yea, replies the Sheep, when I give 
you the water, you will take me for meat to it. 
The Mok AI. 
There's na triifiing to the fair words of a 
- I ccceirful, treachiſi ond hungry enemy. The 
n duty of charity may be diſpenſed with, when 
) one's own life is thereby endangered; for ſome, 
0 E 5 under 
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under that pretence, have ſacrificed the life of 
their friends to their malice and bypocriſy. 


Pity and piety bind not fo hard, 
But that, againſt a treacherous foe to guard, 
Thou may ſt even charity itſelf withdraw; 
Self- preſervation is the ſtrongeſt law. 


71. The WoLvEs and the SurzP, 


PON a treaty for quieting all old 
grudges ' and diforders between the 


Wolves and Sheep, a truce was made, and 


hoſtages mutually exchanged : The Wolves 
gave their young ones, and the Sheep their 
watchful Guard of Dogs. The innocent Sheep 


ſuſpecting nothing, were quietly feeding; 


when all on a ſudden the young Wolves, 
growing hungry, and miſſing their Dams, 
tet up loud and violent howlings. The old 

Wolves, 
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f Wolves, who watched for the ſignal, ruſh in 
upon the harmleſs Flock, and exclaim a- 
gainſt the Sheep for perfidious Truce- 
breakers ; fall upon them, worry, ſlaugh- 
ter, and devour them, being deprived of 
the ſure protection of their uſual Guard, 


the Dogs. 
The Mor ar. 


Never part with the means of your defence 
and ſafety to a known Enemy, on any pretence 
of Treaties and Reconciliation, bow ſpecious ſo- 
ever. To aſk it, is unfair; to grant it is moſs 
fooliſh. | 

Suſpect an Enemy, though reconcil'd : 

He may be till a Foe, and you beguil'd. 


Quit not your guard and arms on no pretence, 
Nor leave your borders naked of defence. 


—— t. 
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72. The Wood and the CouxTRYMAN. 


N times of old, when Trees could ſpeak, 
a certain Country Jobber applies himſelf 


* to a neighbouring Wood, and deſires leave 
d 0 fit his ax with a ſhaft. The Wood freely 
conſents. The Countryman having fitted 


2 his ax, falls to „ down the trees that 

x belonged to the very lame Wood. Then, 

f too late, the injured Wood ſadly laments its 

S over facile and inconſiderate grant: Re- 

flecting with grief, that it was thereby be- 

oy come inſtrumental to its own deſtruction. - 
E 6 | T he 
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The Mon Al. 

Diſtribute your kindneſs and benefits with 
eaution and diſcernment. Arm not an indigent 
and ungrateful perſon with too much unlimited 
power, leſt he employ the ftrensth you give him 
to weaken and defiroy you. 


Strict Prudence warns us, that we firſt well know 
Our man, before our kindneſs we beſtow. 

For ſuch ungrateful wretches have been found, 
As with the Donor's gift himſelf to wound. 
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73. The STAG and the OXEN. 


houſe where Oxen were ſecured and 
He entreats the Oxen for leave to hide 
himſelf under the hay that lay there, heaped 
for their fodder. ' The Oxen reply, they do 
not refuſe him ſhelter ; but that he would 


| Altos hunted Stag fled for refuge toca 
fed 
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ſill be in danger there, becauſe of the 
frequent 
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frequent reſort of their Maſter and his Ser- 
vants. The Stag anſwers, he ſhall be ſafe 
enough, if they will receive, and not be- 
tray him. The Oxen permit him to hide 
himſelf, and promiſe not to diſcover him. 
The Stag carefully covers himſelf cloſe un- 
der the todder, In comes a Servant, looks 
round, finds nothings amiſs, and goes away, 
neither ſeeing, nor ſuſpecting any thing. 
The Stag at this. rejoices, fears no colours, 
and believes himſelf fecure. But one of the 
Oxen, whom time and experience had ri- 
pened into prudence, gravely reproves the 
over ſecurity and too early joy of the Stag. 
My Friend, ſays the wiſe Ox, it is no great 
matter that this heedleſs Fellow has miſſed + 
of you: But if you eſcape the ſtrict ſearch 
of our careful Maſter, you may then re- 
joice indeed. Not long after the Maſter 
comes in, carefully and exactly obſerves and 
examines every thing, to prevent any da- 
mage to him from the negligenceof Servants, 
or other accidents. He goes in particular 
to the hay, looks on it, and thruſting his 
prong into it, lays hold upon the Stag's horns; 
ſurprzzed at it, he calls in his Servants; they 
run to his aſſiſtance, ſurround the trembling 
Stag, and take him, and to pot he goes. 
The MoRarl. | 
In preſſing dangers we are too apt to run to 
the neareſt, inſtead of the ſafeſt ſhelter, wher 


in 


86 KES OP'“s FABL ES. 


in prudence we ought to weigh well the power 
of thoſe we apply to for our protefion, leſt our 


ruin be only ſuſpended for a ſhort time. 


In preſſing dangers, men are apt to fly 

Leſs to a ſure retreat than one that's nigh; 
Whather ill fate purſuing cloſe and faſt, . 

Their wrong choſe refuge finks em down in haſte, 


74. The Hos E and the Lion. 


Lion, who had fixed his eye on a jolly 
A af Horſe, longed to feaſt himſelf 
Wit 


o delicious a prey: But diſtruſting 
his ſtrength, which was conſiderably abated 
by age, he bethinks himſelf how to compaſs 
by ſtratagem, what he deſpaired of getting 
by force. He pretends to quack it, and 
tells the Horſe a long ſtory of his mighty 
feats, deep ſkill, and miraculous cures. 


The Horſe ſmoaks the cheat, but pretends 


80 
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to believe and admire him, and reſolves to 
elude one trick with another. He tells the 
Lion, that lately running through a cloſe 
thicket, a thorn ſtruck into his hoof, and 
breaking, ſtuck there, and had wounded 
him to the quick. He therefore entreats 
Dr. Lion, being ſo eminent a Phyſician, to 
examine the wound, draw out the thorn, 
and perfect a cure. The well- fooled Lion 
applying to view the pretended wound, 
the Horſe ſtrikes his foot with his utmoſt 
force and ſtrength upon the Lion's face, and 
then gallops away full ſpeed. The Lion, al- 
moſt brained by the violent blow, with 
much ado recovering his ſenſes, acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of fate upon him, for Ris 
equal folly and diſſimulation; and owned 
the Horſe had ſerved him right, and well 
deſerved to eſcape as he had. 28 
The Mo R Al. | 

Craft and Fraud are odious, and juſtly coun- 
termined by more exalted Gznius, and prox 
found Diffimulation. There may be Honour and 
Nebleneſs in an open Enemy; but a falſe Friend 
is bateful and dangerous. | 

Where open force falls ſhort, men oft prepare 

T' attack by ſtratagem, and ſecret ſnare; 

Succeſsfully ſometimes: For well we know, 

More danger's in a cloſe than open Foe; 

Yet bring the fineſt ſtratagem you will, 

It may be baffled by ſuperior (kill. 

So Force we do b 2 Force repel; | "| 

And Art, by thoſe that do in Art excel. 75. The 


| 


\ 


ESOP's FABLES. 


75. The Wors and the Lams. 
N old griſly Wolf met with a very 
young Lamb, and fought occaſion to 
* devour him: Sirrah, ſays the Wolf, you 


have done me a great many injuries. How 


canthat be, ſays the Lamb? I am bur juſt 
come into the world. You have eat up my 
9 cried the Wolf. Alas! replied the Lamb, 

have no teeth. Beſides you have drank of 
my water. Ah! Sir, ſays the Lamb, I have 
not as yet drank any water, but fed alt 
ther upon my Mother's milk. You croſs 
impudent Raſcal, ſays the Wolt, 1 have not 
time now to anſwer your arguments; but 
Iwill make dainty commons of your carcaſe, 
and immediately worried him. 

The Mor Al. 
He muſt be cunning and ſtrong too, that lives 


| . Wolves; n be muſt expect no 


yuarter. 


by 
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quarter. His virtues and good qualities will be 
turned upon. him as crimes, and nothing leſs than 
the carcaſe will ſatisfy a furious appetite. Rea- 
ſon and truth take no place with wicked men. 
The weakeſt goes to the wall, and to (he * 
too, as occaſion ſerves. 


'Gainſt lawleſs power and might who dares Kiſs pute? 
No plea, bat Force, can Violence confute. 


— 


76. The Vir ER and the * 


Viper that by chance had found a File, 
A fell to biting and gnawing of it with 
an angry eagerneſs. Ihe File, ſecure in his 
invincible hardneſs, ſcorns and derides the 
Viper and his vain attempts. Ridiculous 
fool! ſaid the diſdainful File, what wouldſt 
thou be at? Thou mayſt break thy teeth 
and jaws upon me if thou wilt; but me 
thou canſt not hurt. I blunt the ſharpeſt 
point and edge, and break the ſtrongeſt 


tecth; the firmeſt braſs, and tougheſt iron | 


yield to my ſuperior force. 
The Mo R Al. 


Have a care what enemies you contend with. 
Do not draw-miſery and ruin upon yourſelf, by 
provoking thoſe that can eaſily deſtroy you; and 
againſt whoſe mighty force all you can do w 


ſignify nothing. 


Check the moſt early ſproutings yow-can find 


Of Avarice or Envy in your mind: 
- They 


goo ASOPs FABLIES. 
They rack the tortur'd heart 'twixt hopes and fears, 
And fill the anxious thoughts with deadly cares. 


And if at laſt they gain their dark deſigns, ſjoins. 
_ Their own deſtruction, oft, their ruin'd neighbours 


ln. 
Hart, refreſhing himſelf in acoolſpring, 
A began to view and much admire his 
rame and make in the clear and ſmooth 
water. He was well pleaſed with his fine 
ſhape, and ſtrangely delighted with the ad- 
mirable ſtrength and beauty of his firm and 
well ſpread horns: There was nothing he 
thought amiſs in his whole compoſition, but 
the indecency of his legs, too weak and 
ſlender, in his opinion, to ſupport (as they 
ought) ſo noble and graceful a creature. 
While he was thus paſſing judgment on 
himſelf, his contemplations were unhappily 
diſturbed by the yelping of Dogs, and the 
ated ſhouts of approaching Hunters, 
which ſurprize, aſtoniſh, and affright him. 
Away he flies, intruſts his ſafety to his Legs, 
and ſeems to vie in ſwiftneſs with the wind. 
The Dogs purſue him with utmoſt ſpeed and 
vehemence, and with obſtinate unwearied 
vigour: He fied at laſt for refuge to the 
ſhelter of a thick wood; he is quickly 
ſtopped, and ſoon after taken, through the 
intanglement of his ſpreading extended 
horns among the vaſt multitude of cloſe 
boughs : Then too late he finds his error; 
com- 


—— — — 
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» | commends the grateful ſpeed of his uſeful 
and faithful, though ſlender Legs, and con- 
demns the hateful pompof his proud branch- * 
ing horns, by which he became a helpleſs 
prey to cruel Dogs. 


The MoRat. 


7 

i © Thus we are admoniſbed to weigh and diſtin- 
- 8 2uiſh well, let we deſpiſe things uſeful, and 
doat on vain trifles, or on what lead to mighty 
1 | danger, i not inevitable ruin. 
e 


By our wrong choice of things too well we find 
t Our judgment biaſs'd, our affections blind; 
] Priding ourſelves in what we ſhall repent, 
y 


Rejecting ſolid peace, and true content. 


ne 78. ThiCounTRYMAN and the HorsF. 


2d Countryman was travelling along with 
ſe an empty Horſe, and an heavy loaded 
r; Ass. The tired and over loaded Aſs begs 
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of the Horſe to carry part of the grievous 
burden, or elſe he ſhould faint and fink un- 
der it. The unkind Horſe churliſhly re- 
fuſes. The poor Aſs at length, quite ſpent, 
ſunk under the mighty preffure, and died. 
The Maſter lays upon the Horſe the whole 
| load, together with the ſkin and pannel of 
| the dead Als. The Horſe, borne down and 
ſtaggering under ſo great a weight, confeſſes 
he 1s rightly ſerved tor his cruelty and folly, 
Had I (faid he) divided the load with my 
r Comrade, both of us had been eaſy: 
But for refuſing a part then, I muſt now 
bear the whole burden; and that too, 
with. the augtnentation of weight. 
. De Monk Al. 
Me are hereby inſtrucled to help our unfer- 
tunate Friends labouring under adverſity; left 
© #he ſame, or greater evils evertake us, and we 
y thereby juſtly fink unpitied. 
| To ſuccour the Oppreſs'd, their burden ſhar'd, 
Againſt our own Oppreſſion beſt can guard. 


To ſhield ber Neighbours, and herſelf ſecure, 
1 Thus generous Britain did her millions ſhower. 


— 


. The MzusExs and the BEL Iv. 
A the nenten formerly aroſe between 
a 


the Members and the Belly. The 
nds and Feet mutinied, clamouring, that 
| the lazy greedy Belly would take no pains, 
but devoured the fruits of their labour. 
They 


— 
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They inſiſt that it ought to work and take 
pains for its own ſupport: Or, no work, 
no ſubſiſtance. The Belly intreats earneſtly 
and frequently, that her caſe may be rightly 
weighed, but all in vain. The Members 
continue obſtinate and inflexible; and re- 
fuſe it all manner of ſuſtenance. The Bell 
enfeebled by want, the ſpirits are ted, 
and the whole body begins to fink. The 
Members then repent their folly, and offer 
due ſupplies; but their aſſiſtance came too 
late. The Belly, too much weakened, refuſes 
all food : And thus all the Members juſtly 
periſh by their own folly and madneſs, while 
they enviouſly refuſe to ſupport that, by 
which themſelves are ſupported. 
The MoR AL. | 

Societies are only preſerved by mutual benefits 
wiſely interchanged. Let none ſo fooliſhly rive to 
brea# that ſacred tye. Eachquietly and content- 
edly proces the proper Ae of bis ſtation, 
the whole thrives and proſpers; but Envy and 


Diſſention will deſtroy the beſt of C ah fitarions, 
When the ſuperior Members of a State 
Refuſe their tribute to the Magiſtrate, 
And will the Nobles level: Soon they come, 
Involv'd together, to the fatal tomb. 
By civil broils, the Mob deftroy their Kings, 
And that one general Devaſtation brings, 
'When cach with mutual ardour ftrive in love, 
The whole with Order does, and Beauty move. 
But when Convulfions and Diſſentions rend, 
'Tis plain that ſhatter'd State will quickly end. 
80. The 
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80. The Arx and the Fox. 


N Ape of virtue and modeſty was 
| A mightily concerned, and out of coun- 
tenance, that, for want of a tail, ſhe was 
forced to expoſe her bare breech to all the 
world. Obſerving the Fox was overſtored 
with tail, while ſhe had none at all, ſhe goes 
to the Fox, and repreſents her hard caſe, en- 
him, out of hisgreat ſuperfluity, to 
fupply her wants. The Fox replies coldly 
and unconcerned, That he had no more tail 
than was fit and proper for him; and had 
rather it ſhould ſweep the ground than be 
ſevered from him, to ſupply the Ape. . 


The Morar. 
In Fortyne's unequal diftribution, ſome 
fare, while others __ The Rich, in gent. 


ral, 
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ral, refuſing to beſtom a part of their abun- 

dance, for relief of ſuch as fink under diſtreſs. 
In vain the Indigent for help implore | 
From the fat Slaves that roll in golden ore. 


Their Superfluity they'd rather waſte, © 
Than help the Helpleſs tothe ſmalleſt taſte, , | 


81. The HUSBANDMAN and his SONS, 
Huſbandman, whoſe numerous male 
Offspring were in continudl feuds 
and jarrings, deſirous to unite them in the 
firm bands of laſting Friendſhip, lays down 
before them a parcel of ſlender ſticks bound 
tight and faſt with a ſtrong cord, and bids 
them try ſeverally to break them ſo tied to- 
gether. They ſtrive in vain to doit. Thar 
Father then unties the bundle, whoſe di- 
vided ſticks with eaſe they broke to pieces. 
me Thus, my Sons, (ſaid the good Man and 
1. indulgent Father) will it happen 3 
, Ves: 
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ſelves: None will be able to hurt you, if I i 
Love and faithful Friendſhip bind you ſo- lu 
lidly together; but if you weaken yourſelves I be 
by quarrels, and inteſtine diviſions, you will U 
become an eaſy prey to ſuch as ſeek your If} ſti 
ruin. - a WI 
2 The Mo Al. Te: 
* Weak things united become ſtrong : Divided 
ſtrength becomes week: Inte/tine jars and civil 
broils prove certainiy fatal both to Families and 
Nations. But mutual Love and perfett Union 
are ibe glory, firength, and preſervation of both. 
As Unien this inanimate fabrick join'd, 2 
God to the Rulers of that World, Mankind, 
Union no leſs their ſtrengthning bond deſign'd. } 


Confuſion, and his own dark ends to gain, | 
Tas the fly Devil firſt preach'd, Divide and reign. 


Peacock and a Crane ſupped together. 
The Peacock boaſts of her beauty, and 


ſhews 


| 
N 


LY 
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ſhews her gaudy ſpread. tail, and underva- 
lues the Crane. The Crane confeſſes ſhe had 
beautiful: fine feathers, but bid her take no- 
tice, that ſhe mounted the ſkies with her 
ſtrong and uſeful wings, whilſt the Peacock, 
with her fine plumes, had much ado to- 
reach the top & a low- cottage. 

The Mox Al. 

Self-praiſe is a- poor commendatien: Nie 
ought to have humble and juſt tbolg bis of our- 
ſelves, and to admire and aim at thoſe bleſſings 
of life, that are moſt uſeful and neceſſary, be- 
fore thoſe for ornament. 


Let not gay Tails with ſinewy Wings compare; 
Uſe, beyond Ornament, a price ſhould bear. 
For here there's ſervice, there but garniture: 
The one can Loy firut, but th* other ſear. 


83. The od — the SHEEP, 

\ Dog demands aloafof a Sheep, pretend- 

ing the Sheep had borrowed the w_ 
F 0 
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of him. The Sheep utterly denies the fact. 
The Dog clamorouſly inſiſts on his preten- 
ſions, and proſecutes the Sheep at Law: 
The Kite, the Wolf, and the Vultur, be- 
ing brought in for evidence on the part of 
the Claimant, they ſwear home for the 
debt. The poor innocent Sheep thereupon 
loſes her juſt cauſe. The Dog takes her 
in execution, and ſoon devours her: His 
falſe Witneſſes ſharing with him in the 
wicked purchaſe. 


The MoRaAL. - 


Innocence is too often oppreſſed by Fraud, 
Perjury, and nefarious Villainies, committed, 
under colour of Fuſtice, by wreſied Law. 
Gaard therefore the innocence of the Dove with 
the wiſdom of the Serpent. 


Of all the hungry canine appetites, 
Nothing fo keen as th* hard- mouth Swearer bites, 
Let Perjury her harpy ſeizure forge, 
Life, fortune, all, ſwallow'd at a gorge: 
Nay, againſt Perjury no fence can ſkreen; 
That dire Devourer bites with teeth unſeen. 
Even th' innocent Oracles of Law ſhe draws, 


Juſtice herſelf, too blind, to aid her Cauſe. 


84. The Lion and the Fox © 

Bundance of Beaſts viſited the Sick 

Lion; but the cunning Fox avoided 

l paying of viſits. The Lion writes him - 
, kind letter, tells him he earneſtly longed 
V. to ſee him, and that a viſit from him would 
6 If revive his heart. He aſſures the Fox, that 
there conld - no manner of ' danger attend 
his coming, for that the friendſhip and 
ſickneſs of the Lion were a double guard 
and ſecurity for the Fox, ſince the Lion 
neither would hurt him if he could, nor 
could do it if he would. The Fox ſends ⁵ 
him word, that he would ſupplicate the. il 
Gods for the Lion's recovery, but that he 
humbly prayed to be excuſed the vilit, add- if 
ing, that he the rather inſiſted upon it, be- 
cauſe he obſerved the prints of many feet 
going into the royal den, but could find no 
tracks of any that returned. | 
8 . The 


*F 
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The Mon A1. 


Expoſe not yourſelf to real danger for fair 
words. Compare Words with Afions and 
Things, and ſecure yourſelf by juſt Prudential. 


Weigh Things and Deeds againſt the ſound of Words, 
Due Caution Safety to the Wiſe affords ; 

But thoſe that their Reſolves precipitate, 

Are often n in a diſaſtrous State. 


— — 


— — 


35 The Younc Man and the Car. 


Certain Young Man, over-fondof a fine 

Cat, quite tired the Goddeſs of Love 

with continual and importunate prayers to 
turn his Cat into a Woman, Venus hears 
his prayers, pities his paſſion, and grants 
him his deſire. The mighty change is 
wrought; the Cat becomes a beautiful Wo- 
man; at which the Youth is raviſhed with 
delight. Not long after, the Goddeſs took 
a fancy to try whether the mind and incli- 
nations of the Cat were changed, as well as 
her outward form: To make the experi- 
ment, a Mouſe is ſent into the room, whegze 
the amorous Pair were admiring each other. 
The unexpected object produced a comical 
ſcene: The little Bride immediately quits 
her paſſionate Lover, and eagerly purſues 
the Mouſe, Venus perceiving the nature 
and temper of her Woman Cat 1 — 
reſtores 
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reſtores the former ſhape; and Miſs becomes 
again as very a Puſs as ever. 


The Mor AL. 
Nature will ſhew itſelf in ſpite of all FR 


guiſes: And therefore it is but loſt labour to 


attempt to fem the invincible ſtream of Nature's 
current and tendence. 


To make a Revolution work ſo ſtrange, 
As that of inborn Nature's total Change, 
Is th' hardeſt raſk of Heaven; nay, the high Pow'r 
Muſt wiſely make her miracle ſecure ; ; 

Leſt the old native bent of Inclination 

Start forth again, to ſhame her new Creation. 


86. The Dos and the BUTCHER. 


Cunning old Dog, watching an oppor- 
tunity among the Butchers, ſlily and: 
ſuddenly ſnatches away a good piece of fleſh, 
and ſcours off with it, might and main. T he 
3 Butcher, 


De 
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Butcher, ſurprized at the accident, at firſt 
ſtood ſilent, like one amazed; but ſoon re- 
collecting himſelf, he calls out pleaſantly 
after the pilfering Cur, in this manner: 
Hark ye, you Mr. Thief, you may run 
away, for this time, with impunity z your 
Ipced and diſtance ſecures and indemnifes 
you now; but, Friend, I ſhall take a note 
of your name, and narrowly watch your 
| waters, for the time to come. 
4 The MoR Al. 

Leſſes produce caution, and experience matures 
aud ripens judgment. Refiett not ever anxiouſly 
| on pajt miſcarriages: But recollecting your ſen: 
and courage, wiſely reform what's amiſs, and 


| . prudently arm againſt future ill accidents, 
All things aſſiſt to open Prudence eyes, 


Whilſt Benefits een from Misfortunes riſe, 
Gs Care's by Neglect, and Wit's by Folly taught, 
| And a imall wreck's a ſea- mark cheaply bought. 


n —_—— — 


87. The L1on and the FroGc. 
| Lion upon the hunt for prey, hearing 
| | a doleful croaking, hideous noilc, 
was ſtartled at it, and put to a ſtand, fear- 
ing there might be ſome ambuſcade laid for 
him; but looking ſharp about, to ſee what 
eat and terrible Monſter was approaching, 
| e ſpies a lilly Frog croaking and creeping 
i4 out of the water. Being moved with indigna- 
tion, by being frighted at ſuch a * 


1 
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he daſh'd the Frog's guts out with his paw z 
and ſays in a fury, Il teach you to tright 
people with your hoarſe, doleful ditties. 
The MoRaL. 

| Nothing is ſooner frighted than a prong, 
buffing, vain Boaſter. We foould not be ſur- 
prized nor frighted at every unexpected noiſe, 
but always preſerve a Preſence of Mind to 
prevent vain Fears, and carry us through real 
Dangers. 
Impertinence and Noiſe great Men provoke, 
And babbling Fools to their own Dangers croak ; 


But preſent Courage ſets a noble Mind 
Above vain Fears, and 1s not mov'd with Wind. 


88. The COLLIER and the FULLER. 
Collier was very earneſt with a Fuller, 
preſſing him that they two might take 
one houſe, and live both together in it. My 
Friend, replied the Fuller, you muſt excuſe 
F 4 me; 
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me; it would be very improper for us to co- 


habit under the ſame roof. No pleaſure 


nor profit could accrue to me thereby; nor 
indeed could I expect other than Troubles 
and Inconveniencies from it. Conſider with 
yourtelf how very pretty it will be, when I 


have made Goods delicately clean, tor you to 


make them as black as your Coals. 
The MOR Al. 


Never aſſociate with thoſe whom Nature, 
Temper, Fortune, Fate, or Chance, render un- 
equet to you, or improper for you. Ner le- 
the vicious Habits of any Perſon, or Converſa- 
tien, endanger the corrupting of your Virtue, 
by the ſecret and inſenſible contagion of too 
great, or too near frequent Intimacy. 


The Harmony of Converſe beſt appears 

Where Mankind move all in their proper Spheres; 
Societies ill match'd themſelves annoy, 

And claſhing Int'reſts their own Hopes deſtroy. 


89. The Hoxs E and the STas. 
HE Horſe and the Stag contended long 
and fiercely in fight: The Stag, being 
beſt furniſhed with offenſive arms, prevails; 
the Horſe is put to flight. The impatient 
Horſe implores Man's help; returns to the 
field with his well-mounted Auxiliary ; en- 


2 


gages, and routs his enemy; conquers his 
late Conqueror: But the Horſe having thus 
ſubdued the Stag, is himſelf ſubjected by 


the 


' 
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the Man. His new Ally. and Confederate 
keeps him in ſervitude : He is forced to ſub- 
mit tothe dominion of the imperious k ider. 
The bridle reſtrains, the whip awes, his 
Rider governs him, and he endures the ſpur. 

The Mor Al. 

Thus raging deſireof Revenge, and ungoverned 
Ambition (that wild luſt of lawleſs power,) be- 
tray vitious and unthinking Men into irretriev- 
able ruin. Havea care of calling in too power- 
ful Allies to your aid, ſo as to poſſeſs them of 
your ſtrength, nor let them paſs into the heart 
of your country, leſt you become enſlaved by 
your pretended Deliverers. 


Buy not Revenge nor Victory too dear, 
With caution ſtill let vain Ambition ſteer. 


AMB ana the Work. 
Dainty fat Lamb being ſhut. up in a 
Cottage, peeped out at a window, 
F 5 | and 
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and ſees a Wolf below, beſtows upon him 
the titles of Rogue, and murdering Raſcal, 
with a hundred curſes into the bargain. 
Sirrah, ſays the Wolf, if I had you out of 
your ſtrong hold, I'd ſcrape your tongue 
for you. 
The MoR Al. 

Dime and Place embolden the Mean and 
Low-ſpirited. The verieſt Cowards in the 
world will boaſt, and pretend to mighty A.. 
chievements, when they think themſelves ſe- 
cure from Danger. Brag is a good Dog, but 
be dares not fight. 

Where awful Dangers do at diſtance ſtand, 

Cowards look big, and like bold Chiefs command, 


Trembling like Apes upon a dangerous ſpot 
But roar like Tigers out of cannon ſhot, oF 


91. The Fox and the WESEI. 
Fox, worn thin and lean by. ſhort com- 

mons too long continued, ſqueezed 
himſelf through a narrow ſtrait hole into a 
| 8 well ſtored with corn, where he 

caſted and rioted at pleaſure; but trying to 
go back, when he had glutted himſelf, he 
ſtrove to no .purpoſe, for his pampered 
belly was too big to get through. A 


W- * 1 — 


Weſel, who at ſome little, diſtance beheld 


the ſtruggle, calls to the Fox, and adviſes 
him, if he meant to get out, he muſt apply 
himſelf to the narrow hole, juſt in the ſame 
plight he was when he got 1n. = 
| e 


| 
4 
J 
4 
] 
] 
* 
5 


E8SOP's FABLES. roy 


The MoRar. 


Poverty uſually keeps the Body and Mind 
aftive, bealthy, and fit for all the Accidents of. 
Human Life, whereas by Proſperity and Ful- 
neſs we are ſoftened and effeminated, and ren- 
dered unapt to contend with Difficulties; we. 
become ſickly, lumpiſh, and heavy ; the Body 
filled with groſs Humours, engendering Di. 
eaſes , and the Mind clouded, and oppreſſed 
with Cares. | 

Men in mean State have Iiv'd a chearful Life, 
Unruffled by the Storms of Care and Strife; 


But when by Chance thoſe Men enrich'd have been, 
Their whole remaining Life has been onediſmalScene. 


92. The Two YouncG Mey, 
WO Young Men went to an Eating 
Houſe, pretending to buy ſome bel- 
ly timber. While the Cook was intent upon 
F 6 ſerving 


Man Crime can be long unknown, for Heaven 
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ſerving other Gueſts, one of the Young Fel- 
lows whips up a ſmall joint, and gives it to 


his Comrade ; he hides it under his cloak. 


The Cook turning that way, and miſſing 
the Meat, charges both of them with ſteal- 
ing. He that took it, ſwore paſſionately 
that he had none of it, and he that had it, 
denied, with repeated oaths, that he had not 
taken away any thing. The Cook, ban- 
tered and confounded by their juggling 
Knavery, replied to them, The Theft is vi- 
fible ; the Thief, indeed, remains, at pre- 
ſent, concealed from me; but He, by 
whom you have ſworn, both ſees and knows 
him or them that are guilty, 


7 be MoRAI. 
Subtle Knaves, and pilfering Rogues, may 


ſometimes ſteal, and yet conceal their Crimes 


awbile, by amufing an honeſs Man with 
Shams and Tri 4475 ; but there is no eſcaping 
the View of the all-ſeeing Eye; no Subterfuge 
can hide from infinite Diſcernment. No 


and Conſcience are always preſent. | 


In vain, with harden'd Front, thy Guilt deny, 
Nor hope to hide thy Theft by Secrely : 
There's one ne'er-failing Witneſs ev'ry where, 


Atteſting Providence, all Eye, and Ear. 


93- The 
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| 93. The TRUMPETER, 


Trumpeter, whom the chance of war 
A had given up Priſoner at diſcretion, 
was carried off by the Enemy. Uncertain 
what would become of him, and tremblin 
for fear, he beſeeches them to ſave the life 
of a harmleſs Man; who, carrying no arms, 
and only founding a trumpet, had neither 
power nor will to injure any of them, The 
Enemy deſpiſe his excuſes and entreaties; 
chide, Ba: and uſe him very roughly. 
They ſtorm and thunder at him, after this 
manner; All thou ſayeſt, vile raſcal, is to no 
manner of purpoſe: Thou hadſt as 
ſay nothing. The miſchief thou haſt done 
us is unſpeakable, and thou ſhalt now die 
. for it immediately. What can be more * 
= To nal, 


e 


0 * 


* 
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nal, more provoking, than what thou alledgeſt 


againſt thyſelf? You, who by your o-] n 


confeſſion neither can nor dare fight, do yet 
inſtigate the rage and fury of others, upon all 
occalions, to ſlaughter, ruin, and deſtroy us. 


The Mon Al. 


It is a horrid crime in Privy Counſellors to 


adviſe Princes (who are apt enough of their 
own accord to abuſe their power) to any af 
of injuſtice, by continually buzzing in their 
ears ſuch as this: Why does your Majeſiy 
Stand doubting thus ? Can you forget you are 
a King, and may do what you pleaſe? How 
can be break the Laws who is above them ? 
Tour Subjects enjoy nothing but by the ſunſhine 
of your Royal Favour, you have a power 10 
ſave and to deſtroy, to advance whom you pleaſe 
40 honour, and to deprive others of it. © Good 
and Evil are but terms adapted to the Vulgar. 
You can do nothing ill. The ſtamp f Majeſty 
* ſantiifies all your actions; your Majeſly has an 
abſolute power ; and you are only accountable 
to God Almighty. 


Who preach deſpotick, Arbitrary Power, ' 
Teach Sovereign Heads their Subjects to devour. 
The flattering Priefts for Non-refiſtance pray; 
Your Majeſty has a diſputeleſs ſway, } 
But a late K— confutes whate'er they ſay. 


94. The 
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94. The Fox and the EAGLE. 


Fox's young wanton Cub, careleſsly 
A playing up and down, was ſuddenly 
inatched up by an Eagle. The poor young 
Creature. cries out lamentably to its Dam 
for help: The old one haſtens to its relief, 
begs. and beſeeches the Eagle to ſpare the 
little innocent Fool, and give her back her 
Child. The Eagle deſpiſes the Fox's grief 
and prayers; and pleaſed with her new 
Prey, haſtens' away to feed her young ones 
with it. The enraged Fox ſnatches a fire- 
brand, purſues the cruel and obdurate Eagle, 
with a full reſolution to revenge the affront 
and injury received, by ſetting fire to the 
Eagle's neſt: And having got near it, Now 
cruel Deſtroyer of others (cries out the en- 


' raged 
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raged Fox) preſerve thyſelf and young ones 
if thou canſt. The Eagle, trembling at the 
approaching danger, and nearneſs of ſo 
terrible a fate, beſeeches the Fox to forbear 
burning her Houſe and Children, and ſhe 
will withngly reſtore the captive Cub. 


The MoRaL: 


The Mighty are too apt to murder, plunder, 
and oppreſs the Mean, not valuing the ſuffer- 
ings of others, while they themſelves can gratify 
their luſts and paſſions with impunity. But let 
ſuch baughty Nimrods have a care: For as a 
weak worm, toben trod yon, will turn again, 
ſo there are ſometimes found, among the vulgar, 
ſpirits of that daring and reſolved temper, that 
no Tyrant's power or caution ſhall ſcreen bim 
from their once reſolved juſt vengeance. 


In every age and country may be ſeen 
The unjuſt Mighty treading down the Mean, 
For ſach a virtue we but rarely ſee, 
As ſeorns to act a crime, tho” with impunity. 
Yet let Oppreſſors not be too ſecure : 
All are not of a temper tamely to endure. 

But ſome, tho' meanly born, have minds fo high, 
They dare their juſt revenge, altho' they die. 
Thus thoſe that fill the world with tears and groans, 
Are ſometimes ſtabb'd upon their ſhining Thrones. 


95. The 
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93. The Fox and the LION. 


Fox by chance meeting with a Lion, 
(having never ſeen one before) trem- 
bled and ſtood amazed at firſt, and then fled 
ſwift away, being ſtruck wich terror at the 
ſurprizing ſight of the majeſtick Beaſt. At 
their next meeting, the Fox ſcarce found him- 
ſelf concerned: But when they met a third 
time, ſo far was the Fox from being afraid, 
that he boldly approached and familiarly fa 
luted him. 
The MoRat. 


Cuſtom makes all things eaſy and familiar 
to us; not excepting even thoſe very thinss 
that at firſt we could not look upon without 
terror and amazement. 

What fills the mind at firſt with dreadful fears, 

Cuſtom at length ſo wholly reconciles, 


That all the mighty terror diſappears, . 
And it becomes receiv'd with chearful ſmiles. 


96. The 


— 


. 


— 


— — — 
- A — 0 — — 


E 


- 


214 KSO P'“s FaBLEs. 


96. The Fowi ER and the Rixc-Dove. 


Fowler being out a birding, ſaw at a 
diſtance a Rix6-Dove making 
her neſt upon a very high tree. Immediately 
he haſtens that way; but as he was carneſtly 
intent upon his game, he, by chance, trod 
upon a Viper: The angry creature being 
very much hurt, turns itſelf haſtily, and bit 
him ſeverely. Surprized and frighted at 
the ſudden and unexpected miſchief, the 
wounded Fowler exclaims paſſionately thus: 
Fate has tound me out, and paid me 1n my 
kind. I am deſtroyed myſelf, in my very 
attempt of deſtroying another. 


Nec Lex fit juſtior ulla, 
Quam netts Artifices arte perire ſua. 


The Mor Al. 


Harm watch, Harm catch. Thoſe that 
take pleaſure in contriving the deſtruction of 
ethers, often fall into unexpected ruin, in the 
very parſuit ef their own atrocious projetts, 
through ibe righteous avenging juſtice of tht 
divine Nemeſis. 


Exil deſigns oft meet with ill ſacceſs, 
Proſperity does treach'ry rarely bleſs. 
Their proje&'s on that tottering baſis built, 
That + mg attempt does ſometimes ſcourge the 
Zuilt. | 
The Snare, the very Snarer does confound,  * 
"Whilſt a" uplift edge turns back bimſelfto wound. 


97. The 


=y 
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97. The HUSBANDMAN, and lis Does. 


E Tedious and ſevere winter having ge- 


nerally exhauſted the country ſtocks 
and ſtores, a certain Huſbandman began 


to be diſtreſſed for proviſions, and was at 


laſt reduced to. very great extremity. Hav- 
ing killed up his Sheep, and his Milk-Goats, 
at laſt he ſlaughters his Oxen too, to feed 
himſelf and Family, and fence, as long as he 
could, againſt the dreadful approaches of 
meagre Famine. When his Dogs ſaw this, 
they began to conſider of providing for their 
own ſafety by ſpeedy flight: How can we 
hope, ſaid they, to live much longer here, 
when our Maſter ſpares not. his laborious 
Oxen, ſo very uſetul and ſerviceable to hum 


Te 
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The Moxr aL. 


Neceſſity too often drives Princes to ſacrifice 
their Subjetts to preſerve themſelves. On ſuch 
accafſions, the innocent, good, and uſeful are 
generally deſtroyed: T he worthleſs inſtruments 
of vain pleaſures are moſt and longeſt ſpared ; 
and, if the dangers approach and become im- 
minent, they commonly ſecure themſelves, and 
ferſake their finkins Maſter, and once adored 
Patron. 


Tyrants, and all the Machisvilian Great, 
Still facrifhce the Good in ſtorms of fate; 
Expole the lonocent, but gladly fave 
Each worthleſs Paraſite, and fawning Slave. 
Who to reward em, danger drawing nigh, 
Deſert their ſlighted Prince, and baſely fly. 


98. The Cock and the CAT. 


Ds longing for Poultry, leered after a 
P dainty young Cock. She reſolved to eat 


4 him, 
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him, but ſtudied for ſome pretence to fall 
upon his bones. At laſt ſne accuſes him for 
diſturbing people in the night; breaking 
their ſleep and reſt with his loud noify crow- 
ing. The poor Cock excules himſelf, al- 
ledging, that his crowing was a ſervice to 
mankind, ſince it gave warning of approach-, 
ing day, and rouzed the ſleepy to their work 
and buſineſs, The inraged Cat raves and 
thunders at him; calls him a vile inceſtuous 
Wretch, nor ſparing his Siſter, nor even, 
his Mother. The frighted Cock endeavour- 
ing to clear himſelf of this accuſation too, 
the impatient Cat falls aboard him, crying, 
All thy excuſes are in vain; thy crimes are - 
notorious, and now I will puniſh thee. 


The Mox A. 
Innocence alone is too weak a defence againſt 
a potent reſolved Oppreſſor. S 


In vain weak Innocence attempts to plead, 
When lawleſs Force its Ruin has decreed, 


99. The OLD Woman and the PHYSICIAN. 


N Old Woman, almoſt blind, ſends for 

a Doctor, having a very. violent de- 
fluxion of humours fallen upon her eyes: He 
quacks it with the old Lady, and no cureno 
money was the contract; but the Doctor, to 
make ſare-of a reward, every time he came 
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to dreſs her eyes, when he had ſecured her 

rs, fall pilfered ſomething out of her 
. and protracting the cure to multiply 
his viſits, he at laſt left little beſide bare 
walls. The poor woman at length gaining 
her eye-ſight, looked round about her, and 
ſeeing nothing left but bare walls, refuſed 
the Doctor his pre-contratted reward. The 
Doctor pleads his agreement. The poor 
Woman did not deny the contract, but de- 
med ſhe was cured: For, ſays ſhe, before you 


, undertook to cure me, I could ſee a great 


deal of valuable goods about me; but I can 
now ſee nothing at all. | 


The MoR AI. 

Covetouſneſs brings nothing home. Sometimes 
Men are ſo blind with Avarice, that they con- 
trau themſelves, and loſe what is honeſtly due 
to then” by coveting what is not juſtly their 
own, and thereby give others dn opportunity 
of decerving them. 

Diſhoneſt craft is a too crying ſhame ; 

But does its loudeſt infamy proclaim, 
When on weak-fighted ignorance impos'd, 
The world's a cheat, and in ſuch ſnares inclos'd. 


Whole thouſands this blind Patient's fortune run; 
Only find eyes to ſee themſelves undone. 


— 


100. The Sun and the Nok TH WinD. 
HERE happened a warm diſpute be- 

twixt the Sun and the North Wind, 
W of them excelled in ſtrength. The 


Con- 


t eee gue envy 


e 
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conteſt was to be thus decided: There was 
a Traveller on the way; and he that could 
make that Fellow throw off his cloak firſt, 
ſhould be judged Conqueror. The Wind 
blew violently, whiſtled in the Fellow's 
ears, and aſſaulted his teeth with hail- ſhot: 
But he tucks up his garments, wraps 
his cloak cloſe about him, and trudges 
on in ſpite of Boreas and all his blaſts. The 
Sun all the while muſters up his forces, 
emits his warm rays, and in a little time 
overcomes the ſtorm, and attacks the Tra- 
veller with his hot ſcorching beams. The 
Man foon began to glow. and ſweat, and at 
laſt not only quitted his cloak, but un- 
braced his coat too, for the eaſier recep- 
tion of ſo benign and powerful an influence, 
retiring even & ſhelter to a ſhady hedge for 
a cooler part of his walk, thereby to ſhare 
the more moderate bleſſings of the. warm 
Sun; who thus obtained the victory. | 


The Moral. | 

Policy in war prevails, and will do what 
firength cannot. Before a Man engages in a 
conteſt, he ought to know the ability of his 
Adverſary: For he that has a great opinion 
of his ſtrength, may yet meet with one fironger ; 
ond if he excel in ſtrengt#, yet be may be over- 
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Let no Man think himſelf ſecure from harm, 
Becauſe he has withſtood one ſhocking ſtorm: 
The valiant Hero, that has gall'd his Foes 
In one fierce battle, may the ſecond loſe. 
Tis prudence-to be arm'd againſt the worſt, 
Leſt greater tempeſts ſhould ſucceed the firſt ; 
But above all beware of flattering Friends, 
Who chiefly ſooth you for their own by ends. 


ol. The NuRsSE and the WOLF. 

Nurſe dreſſing her C hild, could by 

no means quiet it; ſhe. threatens to 
throw 1t out to the Wolf: A Wolf then upon 
the ſcout, and leering here and there for 
prey, paſſes by, and hears the Nurſe flatter 
the Wolf with a ſupper. The Wolf waited 
awhile in expectation of a feaſt, but no 


Child coming, he ſneaks off for that time: 
But his Romach being very empty, he could 
not forbear viſiting the Nurſe's door a ſe- 


cond time, and found Mrs. Nurſe billing, 
| | cooing, 


1 
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cooing, and coaxing the little Brat with 
all the endearing expreſſions imaginable: 
[ throw my dear Child to the Wolf no, no, 
we'll beat his brains out if he comes here. 
The Wolf, vexed at the diſappointment, 
went away muttering. A Fox meets him, 
and aſks him what booty he had got? Oh! 
ſays the Wolf, there's no truſting to thoſe 
that ſay one thing, and mean another. 


* 


The Mon Al. 


Nothing more fickle and unconſtant than .- 
men; they (weather-cock like) often change, 
and ſeldom ſpeak as they think, People ought 
always to have a juſt regard to Truth; yet a 
word or expreſſion may ſometimes ſlip from i, 
and it is no great crime, if only an ill Man or @_ 
Wolf is cheated by it. If mild and gentle per- 
ſuafions will not, coarſer treatment muſt oblige 
us to our duty. Children, and grown People too, 
many times fear, where they do not love. 


A Wolf! an Afs, to wait for ſuch a Feaſt! 
To take a procfing Tony's word, at beſt, 
Is but a Lottery. Here twas all ajeft. 
Well might her lips here give her heart the Lie 
In ſuch an innocent Hypocriſy. 181 
Tho? huſh a froward Child her Tongue thus run, 
Love ſpeaks ten angry Words, but ne'er means one. 


G "1 102. The 
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102. The Snrrrkp's Boy, and the 
HusBANDMEN. 


Certain Boy who kept Sheep, had ſe- 
A veral times put tricks upon the 
Huſbandmen, calling out for 
the Wolt was acoming, when 
9 At laſt the Wolf 1 7 
ſets upon his Flock in good earneſt: ne tl 
Boy cries out molt lamentably, IN 

ne 
bi 


ying for- inſtant fuccour ; * 25 

having been aften deluded by 
him, refuſed. to come to him; by which 
means his Sheep became a prey to the Wolf. 


The Mon A1. 


Thus Lyars draw upon themſelves the juſt 
— of not Being credited when they do 


ſpeak truth. | 1 
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1 none preſumo in earneſt, nor in jeſt, 
e up Truth, the Mind's moſt noble Teſt. 
Leni fond Banters gain him in the end, 
That none will his moſt ſerious talk attend. 


103- 7 he River FisH, and the SEA Free. 


Freſh Fiſh was driven to Sea by the 

ſtrong current of a Land Flood, 
where he cracked and boaſted of his noble 
birth, and valued himſelf above the Fiſh of 
the Ocean. What vapouring Ignorant is 
this, ſays the Sturgeon; if you and I were 


to be carried to the market, which do ye 
think would fetch moſt money? I ſhonld 


7 off at a great price, and be a diſh for a 
ri 


nce ; but you are worth little, and bought vu 


up by the common people. 


The Morar. 


Tis not what a T hing appears to be, or what 
I may value it at, but what it will ſell for, 
that makes # valuable. Self Conceit, or a 
Max's of his own Goods, or Merit, muſt 
never be admitted to ſet the Market Price ; 
his Vanity will have no other effect but to 
_ bim ridicalous. 


21 ſo much Mon 40 toll bring | 
the true value o ._-_ - 
| — K. Worth, 
And the fatſe Grandeur of his boaſted Birth, 
Guild o'er his poorer Droſs: True Orient Gold; 
| Tts Price does Fom the Scales and Touch-ftone hold. 
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104. The Lilo and the Burr. 
Large, rapacious, hungry Lion ſcein 

FA a cunous, plump fat young Bull, had 
a month's mind to make a feaſt of his deli- 
cious carcaſe: He ſteps up to him, and 
leaſantly invites him to ſupper. My good 
Friend and Neighbour, ſays the Lion, I have 
juſt now killed a fine, well fleſned Sheep, and 
{ cannot be pleaſed unleſs you take part of it 
with me. The Bull thanked him for his 
kind Invitation, and away they trudge : But 
when the Bull entered the Lion's Den, and 
ſaw what large pots, caldrons, and Jong ſpits, 
were ready ſet, with a huge fire, big enough 
to roaſt him whole, the Bull was ſeized with 
a pannick fear, and ſcouts off immediately. 
The Lion ſeeing him ſcamper away, calls 
after him, Why - ſo haſty, good Mr, Bull? 
It is time to be jogging, ſays the _ for 
| 1 per- 
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J perceive, by your preparation, you have 
more mind to a Beef than a Mutton Supper. 
The MoR Al. 

A watchful Eye and prudent Care prevents 
Misfortune. When a Friend or Companion has 
an Intereſt and Inclination to betray and de- 
ſtroy, it is generally uſhered in, and accompliſhed, 
under a fair and ſpecious Pretence of Kindneſs 
and Affection. Have a care bow you truſt thoſe 
Perſons that live upon the Expence of another's 
Happineſs. e 

Let not fair Words prevent a prudent Care; 
Fine Compliments too often prove a Snare. 


Ill Men in Power compleat their bad Deſign: 
Beef goes to th' pot when hungry Lions dine. 


105. The ToRTOISE and the EAGLE. 
ARS Tortoiſe thinking it very hatd to 


be always creeping and grovelling in 


a hole, or on the ground, and with his 


G 3 | houſe 
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houſe on his back, promiſes a very great re- 
ward to the Eagle, if ſne would carry him 
up into the upper region. The Eagle had no 
great ſtomach to it; for, ſays ſhe, you have no 
buſineſs there: But the Tortoiſe would not 
be ſaid nay: So the Eagle carries up the Gen- 
tleman, and then claimed her reward; which 
not being ready, the diſappointed Eagle 
pricked his guts, and dropped him. Thus 
the fooliſh Tortoiſe that coveted a purer air, 
breathed out his laſt in the enjoyment. 
The Mor ar. 

It is agreat Vanity, and may ſerve to check 
the fond Ambition of thoſe Men that aſpire to 
ſuch Degrees, or Conditions of Life, that they 
art naturally unfit for: It is more ſafe and eaſy 
for all Perſons to move in, dently ma- 


nage that Condition of Life, that Nature and 


| Providence places them in, than to follow the 
Diftates of an ill concerted Ambition. 


urely even of meaner Weal poſſeſs'd, 
e's only truly fo who's ſafely 'd, 
hen ſeek no dangerous exalted State, \ 
þJ 


Leſt thy Ambition mount thee to an Height, 
And there deſerted drop thee to thy Fate. 


106. The Fox and the Lz OParp. 
Briſk - p25 Leopard was extreamly 
A proud of, and pleaſed with his ſpot- 
ted ſkin, and pretended to excel all other 
Creatures in beauty. A ſubtle Fox within 
hearing of his boaſts, * up to him, and 


tells him, he would not proud of his 
out- 
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out- ſide, if he had any real worth within 
him: For, ſays Reynard, you have indeed 
a fine out- ſide; but you want the beauty 
and divine endowments of the mind, which 
are infinitely more valuable. 
The MoRatr. 

It is better to be good and virtuous, than to 
be ſo in Appearance only. The Beauty of a 
well limbed Body is better than the Goods of 
Fortune : But both theſe are far ſhort of the 
divine Endowments of the Mind. 


All other Gifts beſtow'd upon Mankind, 

Bear the leaſt Price. The Beauty of the Mind 

Is the true ſhining Worth. The orient Beam 
Sparkles not from the Caſket, but the Gem. 
Strength, Courage, Form, thoſe envioustimemayblaſt; 
Wiſdom a longer Glaſs of Life may laſt ; 3 
Nay leads t' Eternity when Time itſelf is paſt. 


107. The Ox and the young STEER, 
N old drudging Ox, hard at work, 
and e in the plough, a briſk, 
G 4 fat, 
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fat, plump, young Steer (which had never 
been accuſtomed to the yoke) comes up to 
the old labouring Beaſt, and inſults him 
thus: Oh! ſays the Steer, I am free from 
the yoke, and live at eaſe; but thou art an 
old drudge, and thy neck's grown bare 
with working; ſee how ſmooth, fine, and 
delicate my 1kin is, and what a naſty hard 
hide thou haſt! The poor tired Ox to all 
theſe reproaches was mute, and for that 
time made no reply ; but a few days after, 
the derided Ox fpies the young Braggadocio 
led by the Slaughter-man to the Altar to be 
be ſacrificed, and thus attacks him : Oh, my 
young Brother! What's your eaſy lazy life 
come to now? Your Stall is turned to an 
Altar: I fuppoſe you could now wiſh for 
my toil and ſweat, inſtead of your ſweet life. 
You have friſked about finely to come to 
this; you ſhall now be bedaubed with your 


heart's loot. as I was an With 


1 The 1. N 


Fooliſe inordinate Pleaſure always ends in 


Pain and diſappointment. Idleneſs ends in rage 
and ruin; Bu a life of honeſt labour and in- 


duſtry ts @ life of laſting pleaſure and ſafety. 


Thin Sides, and lanker Cheeks, with ſparer Diet, 
Enjoy'd with ſav ry Safety, Peace, and Quiet, 
.- Are much more happy than th' invited Gueſt, 
Who daily riots on that plenteous Feaft, 
; Where, On! too dearly, the rich Sauce he buys, 
When only fatten'd up for Sacrifice. 


mw (nc iyg rr rL er Tr} 90 Hm9v9 C9... : 
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20H The Ass dreſſed in a LIOx's Suk: 


TCumæ, in Italy, a ſlothful but freak- 
iſh Als, weary of ſervitude, broke his 
bridle, and would needs take a ramble into - 
the woods, where happening to find a Lion's 
ſkin, he dreſſed himſelf in it, and ſets up for 
a Lion; all fled before him, and he rertified 
Man and Beaſt with his hideous voice and 
tail, (for the Cumæans do not know what 
a Lion is.) After this manner the diſguyed - 
Aſs reigned and ranged abour for ſome time, 
accounted and dreaded as a terrible Lion. 
At length a Foreigner, who had ſeen both 
an Aſs and a Lion, arriving at Cumæ, eaſily 
diſcovered, by his Jong ears, and other 
fi and conjectures, what this Lion was. 
e laid hold of, and uncaſed the Gentle- 
york, and ſtoutly belaboured him. The 
G 5 Cumeans 
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Cumæans could not forbear laughing, when 
they underſtood that the Lion they were ſo 
much afraid of proved no more than an Aſs. 


The MoR A1. 


*Tis nat eaſy to overcome thoſe Vices which 
bave grown up with us from our Youth. Hy- 
pos” though ſpun with never ſo fine a thread, 
may poſſibly be diſcovered; Truth alone will 
ſtand the Toft, ſear no Trials, when Pretence 
and Counterfeits ſkulk in corners. 

Claim not falſe Trophies to enrich thy Creſt ; 
The Cheat is ſoon ; and at beſt, 

The empty Vanity ends in a Jeſt. 

True Merit, Star-like, drives a laſting round, 
When ſhort-liv'd flaſhy Meteors drop to th* Ground. 


109, The WoLr and. the Doc, 
S a Wolf was ranging in a Wood, one 
morning carly, before — 
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he happily met with an honeſt jolly Dog, an 
old acquaintance, whom he had not ſeen for 
a long time. The Wolf pleaſingly ſurprized 
at the unexpected meeting with ſo good a 
Friend, moſt joyfully ſalutes; and mightily 
careſſes his old Friend Tfay, aſking him, how 
he had fared this many a — ; but more 
particularly how he came tb be ſo plump and 
ſleek, and in ſo good caſe and plight. Tray, 
with no leſs civility, returned his Friend 
Grim's compliment, telling him, That his 
well-looking ſprung from his well- living; 
and his well-living was an effect of his 
Mafter's care and kindneſs. For, added he, 
my Maſter cheriſhes me for being his hum- 
ble Servant all day, and being watchful at 
night; feeding me from his own plentiful 
table: I ſleep within doors, nor am I ex- 
poſed to the accidents of air and cold winds; 
and the whole Family are moſt exceeding 
kind to me. Moſt happy Dog! cried the 
Wolf: How good a Maſter have you got 
Were Io fortunate to live with him too, (as 
I could wiſh I were) I 3 nd Beaſt 
more compleatly happy. The Dog findin 
the Wolf had pi ©; mind to chang his 
manner of living, promiſes ſo to order mat- 
ters, as to introduce him into his Maſter's 
Family, if he would but moderate his uſual 


fierceneſs, and quietly and readily obey ot. 1 


ders, The pleaſed Wolf freely and chear. 
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fully conſents, and away they jog towards the 
Farmer's houſe. They diverted each other 
as they walked with a world of pleaſant 
chat: But before they had reached the houſe 
it . to be broad day, when the Wolf 

Dog's neck to be worn bare, 


— — reaſon of it. At firſt, re- 


plied the „I was too ſour, gerte, and 
curriſh, barking and ſnarling at our own 
| Folks, as well as Strangers, and bit ' at 

any body without diſtinction. My Maſter, 
| Aancenſed at this, commanded me to be 
well beaten, - yoaked and collared, forbid- 
ding me to ſet upon any but a Thief 
and a Wolf. Being thus — Fo I be- 
came obedient, tame, and gentle; but ſtill 
J retain thoſe marks of that correction, 
and of my firſt violent, fierce, and chur- 
liſh temper. When the Wolf heard this, 
he thus replied, I will not purchaſe thy 
Maſter's favour at ſo dear a rate. There- 
fore, Friend Tray, farewell : Much good 
may do you with your fat Slavery : My 
1 Liberty for me. 


The. Mor At. 


Freedom (though in an bumble Cottage, and 
with homely Fare) is of that innate Excellency, 
#hat it is preferable even to Royal Dainties in a 
ſtately Palace, eſpecially, when thoſe Enjoyments 
ſubjet us to Dangers and Dependence. * 

ä ifs 
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flies from Princes Courts, as from the abject 


Region of Adulation and Servituae, where 10 
Man can ſafely live but in Diſemſe; and 


' where Wrongs muſt not only be drſſembled, Put - 


muſt paſs ſometimes for E. avonrs.. 


That Man il! underſtands the Rules of Trock, 
Who Garters Liberty to mend his Luck. 

No Chains, not thoſe of Gold, ſhould ever be 

Of Force to hold us back from being (Foe, | 
Let fawning Knaves crouch down, ſabmit and bend, 
The noble free-born Mind will ne'er depend. : 


% -» — 
1 222 2 


oF The OLD . and Dit. 


N Old Man, fore tired with carrying 2 


a heavy burden at his back, growin 
aint with his long walk, threw down his 


bundle, and calls for Death to deliver him 
from this miſerable life. Death immediately 
preſents himſelf, and aſks the feeble old Man 


what he wanted with him? Nothing, 75 
al 


1 
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ſaid he, but that you would held me up 


again with my bundle of ruſhes. 
4. The M ORAL. 

Ol Age itſelf is not free from Hypocriſy. 
Men upon any little Hardfhip or Diſtreſs forth- 
with call for Death; but when it comes to the 
puſh, they will indure any Hardſhip, undergo 
any Tortares, loſe Legs, Hands, Arms, or 
Eyes, er any thing, to fave Life : Rether 
Ave miſerably, than not live. 


Darn at a Diſtance we but ſlightly fear, 
HE biifigs his Terror as he draws more near. 


Thus” Þ Pain, Slav'ry we drudge on: 
'The work of Feings berter — is noe ; 
No Price dear to purchaſe Life and Breath; 


3 Th heavie Burden's eaſier borne than Death. 


| 111. Fame FrSHERMEN di ſappointed. 
 CERTAINFiſhermen having been fiſhing 
eir 


WU tw 2 i > 
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their Net, which felt very heavy : They 
h dragged it aſhore, hoping had now got 
a brave purchaſe; but it proved only a great 
ſtone, and a few little Fiſhes in the bottom 
of the net: At which ap ce 

were mightily dejected, to Lad they or 
like to have a light ſupper. But one of 
the more conſiderate among them, very ſea- 
ſonably ſaid to the reſt of the Company: 
My Friends, it is beſt to be contented; 
for Joy and Sorrow are Siſters ; Miſchances 
and Diſappointments will happen, and we 
ſhould expect them, that hen they do 
come, they may be more eaſy to us. 


The Moral. 


No Man without his Misfortunes; and if ce 
prudentially weigh and conſider the fleeting un- 
certain Condition of buman Life, crofs Events 
will be more tolerable. We ſhould exert our ut- 
moſt Endeavours, and expect the Iſſue with 
Indifference. If our juſt Endeavours want the - 
wiſhed for Succeſs, wwe ought not to repine at 
Diſappointment, but bear it with Patience, 
and humble Re ion of our Will: But if 
Good, or a Benefit ſucceeds, it will be more ac- 
ceptable, as it proves better than we looked for. 


Uſe honeſt Means with all your Skill and Might; 
Go on and praiſe a flattering 22 Night. ; 
And if one Day without Succeſs « 
Begin the next with Courage: Puſh and hope. 
112. The 


| 
1 


1 
1 
} 


| 


„ 112. (The WOMAN and ber HEN. 
Widow Woman had a Hen which laid 
her every day an and being co- 
vetous (like moſt peo ple had. adeſireof more; 
and thought to herſelf 10 ſhe gave the Hen a 
double allowance of corn, ſhe might lay an 
egg twice a day: But the Hen grew ſo fat up- 
on it, thatſhe laid noeggsat all. So the old Do- 
tard loſt the daily benefit ſhe before had, 
through a greedy deſire of having more than 
nature in her own way uſually produces, 
The Mor Al. 
Covetous, griping Perſons ought always t4 
be ſerved as the Woman in the Fable. It is but 
| azuft Puniſbment to receive Loſs inſtead of Gain, 
when nothing leſs than All will ſerve. He that 
aſps at too much, commonly holds leaſt. 


A Miſer's Graf « Kingdom's Wealth would get; 1 
But for ſuch vaſt P ons, where's the Wit? 2 
The bold Aſpirer has a ſtrong Ambition, | 1 


Bat often proves a 2 Politician. 
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113. The OLD WEASEL and Mice. | 
N old decrepit Weaſel, finding ſhe | 
wanted ſtrength to purſue her former 

game, deviſed this ſtratagem: She hid her- 
ſelf in a meal-tub, hoping by this project 
to catch her prey without much labour. It 
ſucceeds accordingly: The Mice run to the 
meal tub, as it was their cuſtom, and are de- 
voured by the Weaſel every Mouſe of them. 


\ The MoR Al. 
Policy goes beyond Strength. 


Let it by every Mouſe ne'er be forgot, | 
How they 6nd Weaſels in a Meal Tub Plot. 


— — 1 — 


— 


114. The Man bitten ly a Do. 
Yuri Fellow being bit by: a 
hard mouthed Dog, went to a Phyſi- 
clan, and aſked his advice about the matter. 
The Doctor told him he needed no Phyſi- 
To clan; 


1 . —r»7‚ e — — — 
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cian; for, ſaid he, if you will let the ſaid 
Dog that bit you lick the blood from your 
wound, you would be cured immediately. 4 
Your humble Servant, Sir, ſays the Fellow, 
you may ſave your breath to cool your pot- | - 
tage; Ido not like your advice; that is the 
way to be pulled in pieces, and cured of 
all difeafes : I dare neither try nor truſt to 
the balſam of that tongue, whoſe neighbour: 
ing teeth are ſo venomous. 


The Mon Al. 


Good Counſel from bad Men is not to be 
truſted to, nor relied upon. We ought, indeed, 
t da Good for Evil; but we alſo ſhould do it 

m a proper Seaſon, without giving Men « 
Temptation to repeat Injuries. 
From Hurts receiv'd, learn Caution. Truſt no more 
That hard mouth'd Foe, whoſeGripe thou'ſt felt befo 
Truſting again, do his keen F invite : | 
Not Hz, giv ' ſt thyſelf the ſecond Bite. 


2 — W 
— - 


bd —_ 


115. The Peacock and the NIGHTINGALE. 


HE Peacock was mightily concerned 
that ſhe had not ſo ſweet a pipe as the 
Nightingale had, and complained to Juno 
of it; by whom ſhe was told, that ſhe ought 
to be contented with her ſhare, that the 
Gods never gave alike to all: And thoug|} 
the Nightingale was the ſweeteſt Singer, yet 
. ſhe was the greateſt Beauty. 5 

| 11 
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id The Mor ar. 
ur We ought to receive with T, bankfulneſs 
y. vb oe ver Heaven ſends, and not covet furtber. 


w In his own State let every Man rejoice ; 
The Gods ne'er leave us to our proper Choice: + 


They that have Beauty need no charming Voice 


118 The —_ Man = bis CET, 

HE Doctor | aſks his Patient how he 
1 found himſelf; why, Doctor, I ſweat 
violently. That is well, quoth the Doctor, 


it is a very 1 perſpiration is 
one of the eaſieſt and qui ways by 
which Nature diſperſes the morbific matter. 


At another viſit, he again aſked him how he 
ſound his body affected? Why, ſays the Pa- 
tient, Jam now extremely cold, and have a 
horrible trembling and ſhivering all over 
me. Oh! this is ill beprer fign, and that 
Nature is ſtrong and vigorous. The Doc- 
tor comes a third time, and aſks the ſame” 
T bt queſtion : The Patient tells him that he is ; 
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very much ſwelled and bloated, and has cold 
ſweats conſtantly upon him. Oh! mighty 
| ; there's no fear of your doing well; 
and immediately goes his way. When z 
friend coming into the room, aſked 
im how he did? Indeed, Sir, ſays the lan. 
guiſhing ſick man, I am (my Doctor ſays] 
well, though a dying man. | 
| The Mor 41. | 
Tate Care of #biſe whom Intere/t and Ignorane 
make Flatterers. Flattery is nauſeous every tober, 
but to diſtreſſed and dying Perſons mel wicked, Littl 
Sill, and a covetous BB of getting Fees, writ: 
Fool andK nave on this Doctor's Creſt. 


; Conſcience and Truth the Flatterer throws by; 
To make his Intereſt, his Work's to Lye, 

But Oh! tis Flattery's moſt vile Deceit, 

A dying Man with Hope of Life to cheat. 


3 117. Two Fxizxps and a BEAR- 
Couple of wild Sparks taking a rambl 
; into a foreſt; were met by a Bear. 4 


Je 
\s 
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ſoon as they ſaw him, one of them climbs 
up into a tree to ſave himſelf, The other, 
thinking the Bear an over-match for him, 
threw himſelf flat on the Ground, appearing 
to the Bear without either life or motion : 
After the Bear had examined the Booty, and 
found no breath, nor any appearance of lite, 
he diſdains the carcaſe, walks off, and leaves 
him. His Companion (the Bear being gone) 
comes down, and aſks him what the Bear- 
whiſper'd in his ear? Truly, ſays he, the 
Bear gave me this good counſel, that I 
ſhould abhor, and-quite abandon. the Com- 
pany of ſuch falſe Friends as you are. 

The MoRaLl. © | 

We ought to be very cautious what Com- 
pany doe keep, and nat continue in their Society, 
nor efteem their Friendſhip, who have once de- 
ceived us," or left us to firugple alone with 
Dangers, when by their AMfſtance we - might. 
eaſily have eſcaped. Such only ſeek their awn 
Ends and Advantage. 

Chuſe not an empty Talker for a Friend ; 

Fair Compliments but weakly recommend. 


TrueFriendſhip more ſubſtantial Weight muſt bear; 
Profeſſions, without Sieg are but Air. 


S 


— — ü. —— —— 


118. The LiTTLE Boy and FORTUNE. 
Pretty little Boy being aſleep upon the 
A brink of a well, Fortune, ſeeing the 
* in danger, came to him, and 3 
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him, and bade him begone quickly: For, WI. 
ſays ſhe, if thou ſhouldſt 'drop 2 be bee 
na, the unthinking ignorance of the Aid 
world will preſently blame me for it. 
| The Mon Al. 

When any Misfortune or ill Accident befall 
us we are apt and ready to aſcribe it to a 
wrong Cauſe. Nay, fooliſbiy enough, or rather 
Preſumptuouſly, lay the whole Fault at Gov's 
Door, imputing every buman Calamity, 
whether deſervedly or undeſervedly fallen upon 
us, as purely the Añ of divine Ordination and 
Providence, viz. Gop ſaw it fit it ſhould be 
Jo. Fit had been Gov's Will, it would have 
been otherwiſe: Or, if Gop had given him 
Grace, it would have been prevented: Or, it 
tat bis Luck, his Deſtiny, and twenty other 
fooliſh, I may ſay, bla Charges ; when, 
alas! Gop is All and does all Things 
like bimſelf, an All-Wiſe, and All-Righteous 
Agent. Thus if any Thing or Accident bap- 
pen otherwiſe than we would have or expect, 
though never ſo much owing to our own Indiſ- 
cretion, Fo _—_ I, : 
ether of if our Human railties, wwe are too prone 

to unload the Fault from our ſelves, and lay the 
whole Blame the over-ruling Power: 


When, on the contrary, if am Good be dont en 
by us, any Miſchief eſcaped, or Evil prevented, ſee 


alma eau grad, ts the ther BA, m. 
to 1 ee Performance to our own Wi n 
| It, 


. 
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Wit, Policy, or Cunning, by very rarely ar- 
knowledging the Contribution of the divine 
Aid, for any ſuch Preſervation or Deliverance, 


How impiouſly do they the Gop arraign, 

Who Man's Tranſgreſſion Heav'n's Neglect dare 
Becauſe the Almighty did not Sin reſtrain, ſ[call? 
And lend th'-immediate Hand to ſtop his Fall, 
Go made him Lord of Reaſon, with Free-will, 

Either to chuſe the Path to Good or III; 
Ev'n th' adult Man did his firſt Adam mould, 
Not a mere Child, in Leading-ſtrings to baid. 


119. The HuSBANDMAN and STORK. | 
A ties who had newly ſown 
ee 


his lands, found them ſo haunted with 

ſe and Cranes, that his future Crop was 
endangered by their eating up the late ſown 
ſeed. To remedy this evil, the Huſband- 
man ſets his gins and ſnares. Many Geeſe 


| and Cranes are taken; and among them = 


Stork. 


-\ 
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Stork. She begs and prays moſt earneſtly 


for Mercy; all that ſhe was an inno- 


cent harmleſs Bird, moſt dutiful and pious 
towards her Parents, whom ſhe caretully 
nouriſhed and ſupported in their old age, 
and was by no means either Gooſe or Crane. 
It is very true, replied the Huſbandman; 
but ſince I have taken you among Thieves, 
as ſuch you ſhall be puniſhed. 

\ The Mo Al. 
What Buſineſs has an honeſs Man among 
Rogues ? If you aſſociate with Villains, and 
are taken with them, no wonder if you ſhare 
their Fate. 


In wicked Converſe who can be a Saint? 

Bad Company, ev'n Piety can taint. 

Herd not with impious Guilt, then, left thou call 
Th' avenging Powers to make thee ſhare their Fall. 


__—_—_— 


— — — I. — 


120. The SHEPHERD that went to SEA. 
Shepherd was feeding his cattle by 
the ſea- ſide: It being then very calm 
Iimooth water he had a great fancy to fell 
off his flock, take a trip to Sea, and 
turn Merchant Adventurer. He immedi- 
ately converts his ſtock into a parcel of dates 
and figs, and away he fails the next fair 
wind. But being ſcarcely well got to Sea, 
a guſt of ſtormy weather aroſe, where they 
were all in-great danger of ſhipwreck, and 
in ſuch diſtreſs, that they "ys 


— 
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throw the goods and lading over board, and 
had much ado to ſave themſelves. Our 
Merchant, by this fatal accident, was forced 
to his old 8 of a Shepherd; and being 
not long after near the ſame place with his 
uſual Aock, there happened to be juſt ſuch 
another curious calm, pleaſant, flattering 
Sea again; which a neighbouring Shep- 
herd then with him obſerved, with great ad- 
miration. Yea, yea, ſaid the She Ls ſhe 
would fain have ſuch another A of Dates 
and Figs; and that is the realon af be flat- 
tering calmneſs. 


The 1644 


As Pride and Ambition are the ready Road 
to Poverty; ſo Diſappointments and Af- 
flictions are the next Way to Wiſdom. Juſt 
Endeavours and prudent Management are the 
beſt Way not only to get, but ſave Riches 28 
The Shepherd's Loſs at Sen in a Bufineſſ be 
did not underſtand, was rather a Mercy to 
him, to let bim ſee his former Happwmeſs.and 
Safety, than any real Diſappointment; for by 
it be gained Experience, and e Hunfclt, 
though he loſt bis Stock. 1 | 


Loſſes by Propidence ſometimes are giv" "ns 

More as a Favour, than a Frown from Heav n; 
Whilſt from our Loſs we well taught Wiſdom find, 
A greater Gain, a Wealth c REIT the Mind. 


„ HH | The 
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121. The Ass and the WOLF. 
Freakiſh Aſs with rambling had got 
the prick of a thorn in her foot, and 
went very lame with it; ſhe attempted many 
ways to draw it out, but all in vain; it ſtill 
ſtuck there. By good chance ſhe met with a 
Wolf: Let me be thy Surgeon, (ſays he;)let 
me try if I cannot hale it out. ForJuno's ſake 
do, ſays the Aſs, or I ſhall ſhortly make a feaſt 
For you. Long I cannot live in this plaguy 
ain I endure; but while I do live, I would 
be at eaſe. The well-coaxed Wolf readily 
applies his grinders, and inſtantly drew out 
the thorn. The Aſs, forgetting her pain, 
hits Grim ſuch a dab on the face with the 
ion ſhoe on her hoof, that ſhe gave the 
Wolf a bloody noſe, left him ſtunned, and 
to lament his folly. Well, ſays the Wolf, 


{being come to himſelf) I am rightly ſerved; 


W 


— 
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when, being but a Butcher at beſt, I aint 
needs ſet up for a Surgeon. 
The MoR Al. 

It was a ſlippery Trick the A, PER” the 
Wolf. We too of ten findeur good Deeds requited 
with Ill; our Love with Hate. The Wolf inthe 
Fable didwhat be pretended; but the Aſs ungrate- 
fully, like the deceitful World, returns him an 
Injury for a ſpecial Act of Grace and Favour. 
The Wolf bere was outwitted, and the Afs ef= 
capes with bis Life. If the Wolf deſigned to 
preyupon the Aſs, after he had cured him, he was 
cunningly cheated. Harm-watch, Harm-catch, 


The Decei ver is ſometimes deceived, 
Succeſs ill choſen Changes rarely find, 
Let all Men their own native Province mind 
Leſt, Interloper like, kick'd out, they feel, 
| The rough Returns ed. an —— Heel. 


122. The BLACK- Bin 5 an 2 Fowr ER. 
Fowler ſpreading his nets in order to 
catch ſome Game, a merry Black- 

H 2 | Bird, 


city, and preſently 


look for her down the ſtream. 
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Bird, as ſhe ſat ſinging in a tree above him, 
innocently aſked him what he was doing? 
who told the Bird, he was about to build a 
went off to hide himſelf: 
The poor Black-Bird miſtruſting nothing, 
tame tothe bait, and nibbling atit, was catched 
in the net. The Birdman running. to the 
net to lay hold of her ; Deceitful Villain, ſays 
ſhe, F this be your way of building cities, 
you will find but few inhabitants. 
The MoRatr. 

* Oppreſſers and Men of Violence carry on their 
Defigns, under the pretext ar colour of doing 


ſeme public good. Weak and innocent People 


may be impoſed on, as the Black-Bird in this 
Fable: But that Government cannot thrive, 
-obere Liberty and Property are not ſecured 10 


dhe Subjeft by good and wholeſome Laws. 


Specious Pretexts ſtill cover dark Deſigns ; 
With plotting Tyranny Hypocriſy joins: 
But when arrw'd to her full Height of Power, 
The Maſk thrown off, ſhe does her Prey devour. 
The Tyrant that crept up ſo flow, at laſt 
Vengeance purſues him, and he falls as faft., _ 
123. The Man and bis drowned WIr. 
| Fortunate Man, whoſe Wife was 
drowned in a river, went up the 
ſtream to ſerk for and enguire after the body 
of his dead Spouſe. A Nei ur ſering 
him go | 
he intended to find her, he muſt enquire and 
No, no, dear 


 Neighbou, 


up the ſtream, told him, That it 
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Neighbour, ſays he, my Wife's perverſe 
will, and ill-nature, always in her life time 
carried her — the ſtream, and ſhe will 
certainly be the ſame now ſhe is dead. 


The MoRat. 

That which is crooked naturally, will with 
very great Difficulty be made ſtreight. ASpirit 
of Contradittion is too often incurable, and 
will ſtill be ſtriving againſt the Stream. 

Tho' Heav'n the beauteous Helpmate of Mankind 
* With all that out-ſide Angel-form array'd, 


4 We find, alas ! too oft, her perverſe Mind 
As crooked as the Rib whence ſhe was made. 


„)„ _ _2Þ©ﬀ ff # 


ng A* Eagle came ſouſing from a high rock 

| on the back of a Lamb, and carried 
nd her off. Nothing would ſerve an apiſh Crow, 
ca who obſerved it, but ſhe muſt be trying the 
wh lame experiment, and accordingly alights 
3 on 
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the back of a Ram, whoſe fleece ſo in | 
tangled her feet, that the Boys came and | 
caught her, and made her an example to all 
fooliſh Crows. 


The MoR AL. 


Never meaſure your own Corn by another 
Man's Bujhel. 


By potent Hands her Bolts of Thunder hurl'd, 
Ambition walks abroad to fright the World ; 
But th' Apes of Heroes, when their frantic heat 
To their tad Colt makes an Attempt too great : 
Th' Aſpirer here, in his true Fool's Coat dreſt, 
Is not the Terror of Mankind, but Jeſt. 


* 


123. The TRAVIILEI and a BAG of 
DaArEsS. 


Traveller going a long journey, prays 
A heartily to Jupiter for ſucceſs and 


0 ſpeed, and promiſes him half of whatever 
be found in his way: It ſo happened, that 
4 he found a Bag of Dates and Almonds, which 
| he ted plentifully on, till he had gobbled 
U upevery one of them, and offers up the Stones 
„ and Shells to Jupiter at a certain Altar, and 
bids the God take notice that he had per- 
formed his vow, having given him the In- 
ſide of the One, and the Out- ſide of the 

Other. | 

The MOR Al. 

A covetous Man's Promiſes never bind him. 
Ile is not content to deal falſely with Men, 2 
ai 
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will even dare to break Faith, and put Tricks 


[ upon God bimſelf. | 

To covetous Minds, nor true to Man or Heav'n, 
Religion's but an idle Precept given, 
No, his Devotion takes another Road: 

, His Cheſt's his Altar, and his Gold his God. 


126. The Apt and its two Cons. 


N Ape brought forth Twins; one of 

which ſhe was extremely fond of, hut 
the other ſhe as little regarded. Being once 
ſurprized, and in imminent danger, ſhe tan 
away in great fear, and took up the belaved 
Brat in her arms, and toſſed the other over 
her ſhoulder to ride a pick- a- back. In the 
” hurry ſhe ftumbles over a great ſtone, and 
ut knocked the Fondling's brains out; but the 


, 


* 
9 
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defpiſed Baby at her back came off without 


any danger. 


The Mokar. 

2 ' The fooliſh Fondneſs of indulgent Parents 
eil Children; they ought not to be partial. I. 
x 6 unnatural to negleft one Child, and impru- 
Ant to be over fond of another. This Wicked- c 
nds commonly meets with a ſuitable and early 


mo 4 mls awd 


- 4 
Nuniſt ment, and too often is fatal to, andends 1 

inte Deſtruction of, the cockered Child. 

I Children, by peculiar Grace of Heaven, 

| Are to the fruitful Womb as Bleſſings ou $ 

1 ; br partial Parents dare be fo perverſe, 5 
1 As d' hate ev'n their own Veins, and Bleflings curſe ? 
| I 
+i 
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127. The Doc and tbe Ox. E 
N envious curſt Cur could find no place 1 


co lie in but a ſtall full of hay, where, 


a 
g 
- 
* 


8 by 
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by his continual ſnarling he hinders the la- 
borious Ox from his dinner. Plague on you 
for a ſpiteful Cur, ſays the Ox, who eat no 
hay yourſelf, but hinder thoſe who can. 


The Mor Al. * 


Some Mens Natures are of that malicious 
Turn, that they will not ſuffer another. to aim 
at, or enjoy any Thing, which lies out of their 
own Reach. SR 


Thus 'tis in Kingdoms: You can hope no Good, 
When Dogs fright ufeful Oxen from their Food. 


„ — — 


128. The CounNTRYMAN end APPLE TREE. 


Countryman had an Apple-Tree which 

bore excellent Fruit; the choiceſt of 
which he uſed to make a preſent of every 
year to his Landlord in the City; who was 
ſo raviſhed with the deliciouſneſs of the Ap- 
ples, that he tranſplanted the Tree into his 
own Orchard. The Tree being very old, 
preſently decayed: - The Landlord loft both 
-his Tree and Fruit: Which, when he was 
informed of, Ah! fays he, what a. hard 
thing it is to tranſplant an old Tree? Were 
it not for my greedineſs, T might have had 
Fruit enough from it when it ſtood in my 
Tenant's ground. | 


H. 5 
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The Moral. 

Actions attempted contrary to the Law and 

Order of Nature are to be avoided: Wiſe Na- 


ture will, and does obſerve ber own Way, in pro- 
ducing and preſerving her own Productions. It 


is great Folly to think ſbe errs voluntarily, baving 


no irregular Appetites. If ſhe errs, or rather 
ceaſes to operate regularly, it is occaſioned by 
| ſome adventitious or extraneous Agent thereto 
moving ; like the fooliſh Removal of the Apple- 
Tree, at too great an Age, into a foreign bete- 
rogenecus Soil. 


The Over-wife do Over-much require; 
He's truly wiſe who curbs his own Defire. 


— 


129. The Boy and his MoTHER. 


Boy having ſtolen a Book from one of 
his Fellow Scholars, brought it home 
to his Mother; ſhe not correcting him for 
it, he ſtill, as opportunity offered, found 
things before they were loſt. At laſt he be- 
came, through practice, very expert in the 
art of cleanly conveyance; but fate at laſt 
ſhewed him a dog's trick ; he was taken up 
tor his theft, tried, convicted, and con- 
demned. As he was going to execution, 

his Mother followed him blubbering and 
crying: The poor Wretch deſired leave of 
the Officers that guarded him, to ſpeak to 
his Mother in private, which they readil 
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granted. He pretending to whiſper ſome- 
what to her, as ſhe liſtened to hear what he 
had to ſay, bit off her ear. The poor ſor- 
rowful Woman cried out hideouſly, andthe 
whole Guard and Crowd exclaimed againſt 
the unnatural act of the Boy, and blamed 
him, not only as a Thief, but as an impious 
Rebel againſt his Parent. Why, ſays he, 
ſhe was the cauſe of my ruin; for had ſhe 
given me juſt and ſevere correction when I 
ſtole the horn-book, being then a Boy, I 
ſhould not have followed the thieving 
trade, nor have come to the halter now 1 
am a Man. 


The Mon A. 


Victedneſs permitted or connived at in 
Youth, by growing habituas, becomes incurable. 
An old Dog cannot change his cuſtom. It is of 
abſolute Neceſſity that Children learn what is 
good betimes, and l. iuſtruded in found Mi. 
rals, and managed with wholeſome and price 
dent Diſcipline, and be well taught to knaty 
and diſtinguiſh betwixt Good anti Evil, 
Right and Wrong, as the only Way to prevent 
or reform vicious Practices. 


Unleſs we young Ofenders well chaſtiſe, 1 


Still with their Age their growing Vices riſe; 
Witter in Miſchief till, but never wiſe, 
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130. Ju irER and the Arx. 


UPITER being deſirous to know 
which of all the mortal Creatures had the 


faireſt Offspring, ſummons them all to ap- 


pear before him. The whole Tribe of 
Birds and Beaſts readily come; and: who 
ſhould preſent herſelf in the front but the 


wimick Ape, with her favourite Cub 


in her arms, as the greateſt Beauty? The 


Whole Company laughed heartily, and Ju- 
Ppiter kimſelf, (though a God) could not 


torvear ſniggering. Well ſays the Ape, you 

may al ſay what you pleaſe; but I am ſure 

Jupiter knows ne'er a one of you can com- 
pace with my pretty Child. 

The Mok AL. 

It is an inzoterableVanity in any Man to have 

end Opinion of his ctun Merit, Wit, Shape, 

. a 


I A a 
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or Beauty : For Self-love generally gives the 
Caſt of our own Side, We are apt to think 
that moſt valuable and beautiful that we are 
inclined ta love: But to make a juſt Judgment, 
we ſhould ſet afide natural Imtlinations, and 
Self-Opinion, and judge by Reaſon. | 


What if the Ape her fondled Brat ſo prais'd, 
That even the very Smile of Jove ſhe rais'd ? 
Her fooliſh Fondneſs tho* we may deride; 
'Tis Nature's Weakneſs ſtill on the Right Side. 
Perhaps his own Creation to uphold, 
No leſs than even by Jove himſelf defign'd, 
All Creatures for their own that Value hold, 
To make the tenderer Nurſes to their Kind, 


131. The Cady and the Sub kr, 
Atta Crow ſtood chattering on the 


4 Y back of an innocent, peaceable Sheep, 
who: told the Crow, if ſhe ſerved a Dog fo, 
it would be as much as her life was worth. 

Phoo, 


8 ASOPs FABLES. 
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oo, cries the bold impertinent Crow, I 
4 know with whom I have to deal; it is but 
a filly Sheep. 
23S The Mora rt. 

Evil Men have a general Quarrel with thoſe 
that are innocent and ſincere; while the har- 
dened Sinner ſhall brazen it through all Oppo- 

fition. | 


Learn from the Daw and Sheep more Senſe andWit, | 
The Bold are Proſperous, while the Tame ſubmit, F 


132. {he Lion, BuLi, and Goar. 

Sturdy Bull, being vigorouſly purſued I 
by a hungry voracious Lion, was met 

by a Goat, who knit his brows, and puſhed 

at him with his horns. The Bull was pro- 
voked to the higheft degree, and told the 
Goat, that if he had not ſuch a powerful 
Enemy as a Lion at his heels, he port 

rr | un 
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him know what it was to contend againſt, 
and fight with a Bull, and take the advan- 
tage of his misfortune. 
The MOR Al. 1 
One Pair of Heels is worth two Pair of 
Hands, when a reſolute, deſperate, and power- 
- ful Enemy ſeeks our Deſtruttion. Some Menare 
guilty of ſuch Inbumanity, as to perſecute the 
, Miſerable. Tis better to put up an Injury than 
.. ſlay to revenge it, when a greater Evil purſues. 


Weakneſs itſelf crows over falling Pow'r, 
Inſulting what it trembled at before. 


Ev'n coward Goats, with a diſdainful Smile, 
Dare front the very Lion in the Toll, 


133. An OLD Man and a Lion. 

Certain old Gentleman, having one 
only Son, of a generous, brave, bold 
ſpirit, and a great lover of hunting, dteam'd_ 
he ſaw his Son devour'd by a Lion. He could 
not get it out of his mind, nor efface the 
idea of his Son's murder, but continually 
imagin'd it would come to paſs. To pre- 
vent which, he built a moſt ſtately, beauti- 
ful, and pleaſant houſe, adorn'd with all 

the curioſities that Art or Nature could in- 
vent to furniſh it with, in which he kept his 
Son a Priſoner ; and, that he might be the 
more ſafe and ſecure, he watch'd him daily. 
Amongſt the multitude of curioſities, there 
was abundance of moſt rich Paintings, and 
amongſt them the picture of a fierce voraci- 
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-ous Lion, done by an exquiſite hand, which 
the confined young Gentleman viewing, 
was moved with indignation, and exclaims 
at the picture after this manner: Oh, thou 
moſt ſavage beaſt! for my Father's fooliſh 
dream I am here made a Priſoner: What 
mall I do to thee? and paſſionately ſmore 
the painted Lion with his fiſt, which hit 
upon a nail that ſtuck out of the wall 
unobſerved; which turned to an ulcer, and 


'1 into a fever, who died upon't: So that a 
Lion was the cauſe of his death, and all 
che Father's care could not prevent it. 


"os wood The MoR Al. 


an does what he can, but Godwhbat be will. 
bor, as the French have it, Man propoſes, God 
_ &/p:c. He that is over ſolicitous, may poſſibly 
WU ring about that veryT bing he labours to pre- 
ben. T hoſe People that govern their Lives 
by Dreams and Whims, and not by Reaſon 


440, nor bappy-. 


| What God deſigns, however Men prepare, 
q Cannot diverted be by human Care. 

| So impotent is weak Mortality, 

| That hopes t oppaſe immutable Decree. . 


134. The 


mortified, and put the miſerable wretch 


and ſound Judgment, can never be proſperous, 
| 
| 
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134. The CAS TOR, or BEAVER, | 
HE Beaver's Stones being uſeful * 


Medicine, by ſome private inſtin 


: the Creature knows that for them he is pur 
fed by the Hunters: When hard preſſed, 
: and cloſcly chafed, and under little hopes 
of eſcaping, he bites them off to ſave his 
life, caſting a ſad and diſmal look upon his 
Perſecutors.. | 
The Mok Al. 


Hence we may learn by this Example of the 

Beaver, that Life is ſweet, who from meer 

natural Inſtint pays ſo dear to purchaſe it. 

A wiſe Man will part with Gold, precious 

' Stones, and Limbs too, to ſave Liſe; Self-pre- 
ſervation is the firſt Law. 

Even our moſt darling Treaſures, all we have, j 


We freely give a Ranſom from the Grave; 
2 A Bribe of richer Duſt, our own to fave. 


135. The 
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135. The FoRTUNE- TELLER. 


> » 
„ 
N 1 


Juggling Spark of a Fortune- Teller, 
ſitting in the publick Market- place 
amongſt his Schemes, with a Crowd of petty 
Chapmen ready to lay out their fools pence 
to purchaſe the knowledge of their * 
Fortunes, and to be aſſured of what good or 
ill ſhould happen to them: In the midſt of 
all his buſtle and fool's buſineſs, on: came 
to him, and told him, that his houſe was 
broke open and robbed. The Conjurer 
leaves his Cuſtomers, and in all haſte runs 
home to know the truth on't. A fly cun- 
ning Fellow obſerving his haſte, ſays, O Sir! 
you can never be a good Fortune-Teller to 
others, that know ſo little of your own, and 
what is doing in your own houſe. 


— 


The 
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. The MoR AL. 

He is not properly a wiſe Man, that is not 
fo to himſelf. He that ſets up for a Counſellor, 
or Inſtruftor of others, when his own Affairs 
lie at Sixes and Sevens, is guilty of a double 


103 


Folly. Sometimes cheating Knaves ſet up this - | 
Way of Employment, and Fools 2 = 


them in it. 

Oh! he's a wondrous Star-gazer, whoſe Eyes. - 
Can peep into the Cloſets of the Skies; | | 
See 1 th' immortal Powers lay the whole Plan 
Of mortal Fates; (believe him he that can) 
The Work in Twelve Celeſtial Houſes done, 

Yet knows not what is doing in his own. 


136. The Fo x and the Crocodile, 


Fox and a Crocodile had a ſharp con- 
troverſy about the nobleneſs and 
high dignity of their reſpective Families. 


The Crocodile run off many arguments for 


proof, and bragged unreaſonably of the 
ſplendor and glory of his Anceſtors. But 
Y and ſaid, Hark ye, Friend, 
although you do not ſpeak | it, it appears by 
your Skin, that you have been long ſince 
ſtripped of the honour and dignity of your 
Family. 
The MoR Al. 
Liars have need of good Memories. Few have 
been ſo well qualified that Way, but have had 


the good Luck to betray themſelves. 
1 Boaſting makes none noble, brave, or ſtout; 
The Mark Long- bow- men often over-ſhoot. 


137. Twe 
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137. Two Cocks fighting. 


ERE happened a quarrel between 
a Game and a Dunghill ock; he that 
uſed to ftrut amongſt the Hens, was 
worſted, and forced to hide his head. The 
Conqueror flies up to the top of the houſe, 
where he clapped his wings, crew for the 
victory, and triumphed with great pride; 
but whilſt he is in the height of his glory, 
an Eagle comes pondering down upon his 
back, inatches him up with her talons, and 
off ſhe carries him; which the ſkulking 
Chanticleer below beheld with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction, and aſſumes again the poſſeſ- 
fion of his former province, and his Miſ- 
treſſes into the bargain, 


The MoRrar, 0 
It is not prudent to be too bold and preſuming 
min a Viffory baſtily obtained. To be proud in 
bs Proj- 
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preſſed. | 
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Proſperity, is the ready and next Step to Ad- 
verſity. A generous Enemy ſbuns vain Glory, and 
makes'a prudent and modeſt Uſe of the Advan- 
tages he obtains over his Adverſary,remembring 
that it is peſſible for himſelf to ſuffer the ſame 
Fate, The moſt exalted Spoke in theWheel of 
Fortune may ſcon be the loweſt, and moſt de. 


Vainglorious Pride in Shame's worſt Liv'ry cloath'd 

Vile in all Eyes, by Man and Heav'n fo loath'd, 
"Even Heroes in triumphant Chariots borne, 
To treat their captive Slaves with too much Scorn, 
When ſuch imperious Inſolence has ſeiz'd '*em, 
Forfeit the very Providence that rais'd em. 


138. The EAGLE and 4a BeeTLE. 
\ Hare cloſe purſued by an Eagle runs for 


ſafety to the houſe of a Beetle, and de- 
her protection. The Eagle comes up 
. ; n to 
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to the place; but the Beetle deſired her to 
do no violence to the Hare, for ſhe was her 
Servant. The Eagle deſpiſing the Beetle's re- 
goes immediately devours the Hare be- 
ore her face. The Beetle took this as a 
great affront, and vowed to be revenged, 
waiting for an opportunity, which quickly 
happened. In the abſence of the Eagle the 
Beetle crept up a high tree into her neſt, 
and by a nice contrivance tumbles down the 
egos. The Eagle, after this diſappoint- 
ment, changed her neſt, but to no purpoſe ; 
the Beetle ſtill found out a way to deſtroy 
her eggs. The Eagle, touched with the diſ- 
appointment, went to her Patron Jupiter, 
appealed to him, and begged a place of 
him where ſhe might lay and hatch — eggs 
with ſafety: Jupiter gave her leave to lay 
them in his lap. The reſolute revengeful 
Beetle crept up, without Jupiter's know- 
by the fringe and folds of his mantle, 
and ſecretly moved the eggs; which Jupiter 
ſeeing, did not give himſelf time to examine 
the occaſion, but in all haſte ſhook his lap, 
and tumbled all the eggs -down and broke 
them. So the Eagle was till diſappointed. 


The MoR A4. 


It is a meſt provoking Injury to break in 
upon the Rights of Hoſpitality, 7 which Cale 
Revenge is allowable. No Man, how mean 
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er little ſorver, is to be deſpiſed. The meaneſt 
and moſt inconfiderate Enemy may find a Way 
to do Miſchief. Oppreſſion and Violence ought 
not to be countenanced by any well regulated 
Power; for ſuch Permiſſion is tyrannical. 


Great Men may ſuffer, who oppreſs the Poor: 
His Day has every Dog, each Man his Hour. 
Ev'n deſpis'd Weakneſs may find means to ſmite 
The Mighty, in Revenge of injur'd Right. 


139. The Hus BAN DñBMAN and his SONS. 


Countryman that had lived (by his hard 

and honeſt Induſtry) handſomely and 
creditably, though meanly in the world, per- 
ceiving his life to be near an end, and de- 
ſiring his Sons might follow his example, 
and be well ſkilled in huſbandry, called them 
both before him, and ſaid, My Sons, I am 


NOW 
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now going the way of all fleſh: All the 
treaſure and wealth I have to beſtow on yon 
is hid in my vineyard; which pray dig and 
ſearch narrowly for, and when found, di- 
vide it equally amongſt you. The Father 
dying, and the funeral obſequies being over, 
the Sons, animated with the hopes of find- 
ing a conſiderable treaſure bequeathed by 
their Father, fall to digging and turn the 
whole vineyard over and over, yet find no 
hidden treaſure ; but it being well and ſea- 
ſonably di brought forth more abun- 
dantly, and very much enriched them, which 
was treaſure enough. 


The Morar. 


The mean Eſtate of Life in which this Hu: 
 bandman lived, is very much to be evveted, 
and the Advice he gave ta his Sons wwas his 
beſt Legacy, and moſt to be deſired. Certain) 
Riches obtained by ſtout unwearied Endeauuur:, 
and a continued juſt Induſtry, are the Bleſſins 
of God, and are, to an bone Man, as the 
Earneſt of a better Inberitance, beſides the pre- 
Jent Benefit and Satisfaction be acquires in tht 
daily Enjoyment of them. | 

"Tis Induftry that ſows and reaps. True Gains 

Are ſtill acquir'd by Labour, Sweat, and Pains. 

We worldly Bleſſings by this Tenure hold; 

The Diggers only nd the Mine of Gold. 


140, The 


T be 


140. The LAMB and the Wo r. 
Tender innocent young Lamb was 
A walking along in the company, and 
under the protection, of a luſty ſtrong He 
Goat: A hungry Wolf by chance paſſed by: 
The Wolf pretends to wonder, and in kind 
and gentle words aſks the Lamb, why it 
would leave its loving Mother for the nau- 
ſeous company of a naſty, rank, ſtinking 
He Goat? The Wolf, with many flattering 
inſinuations, endeavours to perſuade the 
Lamb to leave the Goat, and return home to 
its Dam, who longed to ſee it, and whoſe dugs 
were ſwelled with ſweet milk ready for its 
ſucking. The Wolf took all this pains, in 
hopes to ſeparate the Lamb from its ſtout 
and vigorous Guardian. But Fate baffles the 
ſtratagem of the greedy and deſigning Wolf. 
For the Lamb thus rejects his motion: My 
good Mother, ſubtle Wolf, committed me 4: 
. I the 
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the care and protection of this kind Friend: 
I ſhall therefore obey my Mother's com- 
mand in keeping cloſe to this my Defender, 


and not hearken to you, who will, no doubt, 


devour me, if you could get me alone. 


The MoR Al. 

Youth ſhould fleadily and dutifully obey their Pa- 
rents, and adhere conſtantly to their Tutors, Governors, 
and Guardians; in whoſe Love, Wiſdom and Expe- 
rience they 2 But if they ſuffer themſelves ti 
be ſeduced, and run _—_ under their Care 
and Government, it generally terminates in fatal 
Diſaſters and Ruin. 

It is dangerous truſting to that tempting Power, 
Whoſe Tongue can flatter, but her Mouth devour, 
Let not young Heads on their own Strength rely, 
But walk ſecure within their Guardian's Eye. 


For when from their protecting Care they ſtray, 
They throw their Safety, Shield, and Life away. 


\ Jolly good humoured Dog, as luck 


would have it, meets with a hungry 


72 


ES OP's FABLES. 171 


lean Lion: Tray merrily accoſts him, and 
tells him he looked very ſharp and thin; 
what a figure you make? You have ſcarce 
fleſh enough to cover your bones; you only 
take pains to ſtarve yourſelf, by rambling, 
roving, and raking in woods and deſarts, 
while I enjoy eaſe and plenty, and have a 
ſnack of favour from every diſh and trencher 
at the table: See how ſmooth and ſleek, 
how fat and plump I am. Yes, yes, Mr. 
Tray, I ſee you are in very good plight, 
and that you are fatter, and in much better 
caſe than I am in; but I have ſomething 
more valuable than all thoſe enjoyments 
you brag on and poſſeſs. Pray, good Mr. 
Lion, what is that? Why, I'm my own Maſter. 
You fooliſh' Cur, you muſt go and come, 
fetch and carry, and be drubbed into the 
bargain : Doſt think I can be ſo mean and 


low ſpirited as to fell my lean LIBERTY for 


thy fat SLavzry ? No, no, Liberty is more 
valuable than Life; and ſo, Mr. Dog, your 
humble Servant. 
| The MoRaLt. 
The free Enjoyment of Liberty ana Property 
is au Engliſhman's Paradiſe. Food and Ray- 
ment, and all ather common Enjoyments of Life, 
are very comforgable and eligible, but not ſuffi- 
erent Recompence for the Loſs of Liberty. He 
that ſells his Liberty to gratify his Luſis, is a 
baſe Drudge to many _ ; whilſt the honeſt - 
2 Man, 
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Man, who ſcorns to ſacrifice the innocent Free- 
dem of a good Conſcience, enjoys a comfortable 
Eſtate under the meaneſt Circumſtances, which 
the greateſt Tyrant upon Earth (if the other be 
but ſteady in bis Mind) bas not the Power to 
&iveſt bim of. 

How does the free, but low-born Cottage Swain, 

Tho Lord but of a Hut, and bleating Train, 


His happier State by nobler Tenure hold, 
Than the Court Minion clad in Chains of Gold. 


142. The Dos invited to Sup R. 
Good humoured ſociable Gentleman in- 

vited his Friend to an entertainment; 
and having a genteel Dog, he alſo invites his 
brother Dog to ſup with him. The ſtranger 
Dog accepts of the kind invitation, and in he 
walks; and being pretty ſharp ſet, took a 
turn into the kitchen, where he ſmelt a moſt 
fragrant refreſhing ſmell, and ſaw plenty 
of good cheer making ready, at ie » 
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licked his lips, and was as pleaſed and merry - 
as could be, and hoped to make a glorious 
meal on it, enough to ſerve him a day or 
two: So wagging his tail, and ſtrutting up 
and down, he bleſſed himſelf for ſo happy 
an opportunity. But the waggiſh roguy 
Cook taking notice of the poor pleaſed 
Cur, claps hold of his tail, and whirling 
him about, toſſes honeft Tray out of the 
window, The poor Dog, being as it were 
thunder-ſtruck, found his feet at laſt, and 
ran away limping and yelping, in great con- 
fuſion and diſappointment, with a company 
of uninvited Curs at his heels, who aſked 
him how he had fared : Ah! ſays he, I have 
ſo crammed myſelf with delicious dainties, 
that I could not ſee the way out of the 
houſe again. 

The MoRaAL. 


He that makes himſelf cock-ſure of ſome 
great Advantage, and is tranſported with Ex- 
pectation, frequently meets with Diſappoint- 
ment, and blajts his former ill-grounded Hopes. 
The Evening crowns the Day. 


Fortune delights to blaſt bold Hopes with Loſs, 
Sends home exceſſive Joy by th' weeping Croſs. 


— 


143. The WOMAN and her DAUGHTERS. 

Rich Woman having two Daughters, 
A one of them being dead, ſhe hired 
Mourners to attend the Corps. Alas! ſays 
| 1 the 
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the ſurviving Daughter, We, who ought to 
mourn, ſeem . unconcerned, and they who 
are nothing related to Us make a grievous 
lamentation. To which the Mother an- 
ſwered, Daughter, you muſt not wonder at 
this, for they do it for money. 


— — — ** 
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144. The BIS HO D and his Cu RATE. 


Country Curate had a pretty little Dog, 
which he was very fond of: This little 
darling took pet and died, to the great re- 
gret of his Maſter, who buried him in the 
Church-yard. The Biſhop was informed of 
the fact, and calls the Curate in queſtion for 
putting ſuch an indignity on his function, 
and polluting hallowed ground. The Biſhop 
being poor and covetous, and the Curate 
rich and liberal, and knowing the Biſhop's 
neceſſities, carries a bag of money, and be- 
ing cited, appears before the Biſhop, who 
charges him with a moſt heinous crime, and 
threatned him with impriſonment, and what 
not? My Lord, (ſays the Curate,) if your 
Lordihip knew how ſenſible the poor crea- 
ture was, and what a good end he made, 
you'd think he deſerved a burying-place 
among Men. As how? ſaid the Biſhop. 
An't pleaſe your Lordſhip, he made a will, 
and having a particular veneration for your 
Lordſhip, he left you a hundred crowns for 
N a Legacy, 
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a Legacy, and here it is for you. The Reve- 
rend Biſhop, upon receipt of the money, 


approved of the will, and gave the Prieſt 
abſolution. 


The Mor ar. for the preceding FABLES. 


Such is the Power and irreſiſtible Force of 
Gold, that all Orders aud Conditions of 
Men may, by its ſhining Glory, be corrup- 
ted, Sc. 


Further Reflections to both the FABLES, 


GOLD is a general Purchaſer; buys all, 
From the high Altar, Palace, Bench, or Hall, | 
Down to the humble Cottage, Hut, or Stall. 
Buys Smiles or Tears, melts Eyes, or dries 'emk; Gold, 
Like Zſop's Satyr, buys Breath hot or cold; 
Makes out all Wants, and all Defects ſupplies; _ 
Ev'n the old wriakled Hag young Courtiers buys. 
Can buy an Aſs a Panegyrick; build | 
A Dog a Monument; Vice with Virtue gild; | 
Nay buys a Coward Laurels — And what not? | 
Thus the proud Gaul the Stile of Great has got, 
That ne'ei fac'd Foe in Reach of Cannon Shot. J 
Buys Knaves an Office, 'Traytors Powers and/Truſt ; 
High or Low Fliers bought with ſhining Duſt. 
Buys Villainy a Maſk ; Hypocriſy, Paint; 
Buys inſide Devils the outſide Face of Saint. 
Buys Tyrants, Champions, Cut-throats, Caps and 
Knees ; | 
Buys Lies and Oaths ; buys Souls and Conſciences. 
Buys Prayers or Curſes ; buys both Earth and Hell; 
Nay, buys Heav'n, too, at leaſt, if Rome can fell, 
What is it which that tempting Ore can't buy? 
Why every thing but Truth and Honeſty. 


I 4 145. The 
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145. The LIoN and the Man. 


Majeſtick Lion, and a proud haughty 
Man happened to travel together : 

ach of them praiſed his own good qualities, 
till a ſharp controverſy aroſe betwixt them 


about the priority and dignity of their per- 


ſons; and whilſt they were hot in the diſ- 


pute, they came to a ſtatue, cut in ſtone, of 
a Man who had ſubdued a Lion, with his 


| Foot upon his neck. Look you now, (ſays 


the Man) here's a ſufficient proof of my ar- 
gument. Oh! ſaid the Lion, if we Lions 
had been made good Statuaries, and taught 
to carve, you would have ſeen ten for one 
of Men conquered by Lions, 


The MoR A1. 


Every Tree is known by its Fruit. We ſhould 
xt pretend to excel ethers, and be Judges of our 
| ron 


E8OP's FABT ES. 177 


own Performances. Boaſters take up weok 
Arguments to defend their own imaginary Ho- 
nour, as the Fancies of Painters and Carvers, 


which are but thin Things (like bare Poſſibili- 


ties) to build Arguments upon. 
Were all Men their own Heralds, a rich Coat 
Would be a Purchaſe very cheaply bought. 
Should every one too judge in his own Cauſe, 
We ſhould enjoy no Peace, nor Right, nor Laws, 


146. The Fox and the Hen. 
Hungry buſy Fox having entered a 
Hen-rooſt, found the old feeble Hen 
lying ſick upon her neſt, and aſked her how 
ſhe did? Alas! Mr. Reynard, ſaid the Hen, 
I am much out of order, and very bad indeed; 
and you have brought ſuch a noiſome {ſmell 
with you, it makes me ready to faint and die 
away: But if you'd pleaſe to depart, my 
dying pangs would be leſs tormenting, and: 
I ſhould expire with greater ſatisfaction. 
The Mok Al. 

An unbidden Gueſt knows not where to fit 
down. Some Viſits are not ſeaſonable, nor tbe 
Viſitors acceptable; who ſometimes viſit the 
Sick, not ſo much for their Recovery, as what: 
they can get. Some come as Spies, like Vulturs 
and Foxes, who only wait for the Carcafje. 
Suſpected Viſitants do not well plcaſe 
The Sick, but add ſome Pain to his Diſcaſe. 

Th officious Piety's too thin a Veil, 
When with diſſembling Tears his Pains they wail, 
While come to ſpy with ſuch a fair Pretence, 
They only wiſh him a good Journey hence, 
I 5 147. The 
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147. The ANT and the Dove. 
A: Ant being thirſty, and going to the 


fide of a well to drink, accidentally 
ropped in, and was like to be drowned. An 
innocent Dove, ſeeing the Ant in danger of 
her life, breaks a branch from a tree, and 
threw it into the well. The Ant climbing 
up by the boughs arrives ſafe upon dry land. 
* Immediately a Fowler coming by, and ſee- 
ing the Dove, makes an offer to ſhoot her; 
but while he took his aim, the Ant per- 
ceiving his deſign, ſtings the Man's Se, 
which made him ſtart, ſpoiled his aim, and 
drop his piece; the noiſe of which frighted 
away the Pigeon, who by that means eſ- 
caped the danger. | 
The Morar. 
One good Turn requires another. Maſt crea- 
tures diſtinguiſh belwixt kind and coarſe Treat- 
ment, 
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went, and will pay an Acknowledement accord- 
ingly : How much more ought Men to be hoſpi- 
table and grateful, to whom a good Turn, a kind 
Office, or Ad of Friendſhip has been ſerviceable 
and beneficial ? One good Man or kind Friend 
is worth — Nay, his Worth is invaluable. 


If for good Offices which they receive, 

Irrational Creatutes kind Returns can give; 

Th' Abhorrence of Ingratitude, how ought 

The Sovereign Lord of Reaſon to be taught? 
With Shame then let th' ungrateful Wretches ſee, 
Ey'n the poor Brutes teach Man Humanity, 


148. The FAWN and the STAG. 


Fawn aſks a Stag the reaſon why he 


was ſo afraid of the Dogs? You are, 
laid he, much bigger and ſwitter, and bet- 
ter armed to defend yourſelt in a cloſe fight, 
and what need you fp a company ot velp- 
ing whiffling curs? This is all true, ſaid the 

25 16 8 
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Stag, yet for my life and ſoul, I cannot help 
It; for whenever I hear theſe yelping Dogs 
bark, I cannot prevent fear ſeizing of me, 
and I am forced to run for it. 
The MoRaL. 
There is no Fence againſt Fear. No Philoſe- 
phy nor Reaſon can prevent it, nor introduce 
Preſence of Mind where there is a Want of bu- 
man Courage and Spirit: He that is naturally 
fearful will never ſtand a Battle. One Pair of 
Heels is worth two Pair of Hands. A Coward's 
Heart is in bis Heels, and there is bis Confidence, 


Not out- ſide Coats of Mail, nor Steel will do, 
Unleſs the Heart within's tough Metal too. 

o Fence for Fear, no Eloquence prevails, 
Good Courage to inſpire, when Nature fails. 


— — 


149. The Fox and the BRaMBLE. 
Fox mounted a hedge to avoid a preſ- 
ſing danger juſt at his heels, and 
inatching hold of aBramble, pricked his paw. 
Being fore wounded with the priekles, he 
thus bitterly exclaims : Oh! thou perfidious 
Bramble, I fled to thee for refuge, and thou 
haſt done me the worſt miſchief. The 
Bramble replies, Why ſo hot, good Mr. Fox? 
You are in the wrong to expect any favour 
or kindneſs from me: Don't you know you 
dre a common Villain? You thought to put 
a trick upon me, as you uſed to do on 
others; but now you are met with, and 
much good may it do you, 
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The MoR AL. 


TIl-will never ſaid well, nor ever does well, 
unleſs it could not do otherwiſe. However, there 
is nothing amiſs in this Caſe, when he that puts 
Tricks upon others, has only met with his Match, 


Perverſe Ill- nature, unprovok'd, can make 
Projects of Miſchief, for mere Miſchief Sake: 
Twere well ſhe never play'd a worſer Trick, 
Than, Bramble like, the Fox's Fingers prick... ./ 


150. The Fox and the Ht-Goar. 
Thirſty Fox and a He-Goat by conſent 


went down into a well to drink; hut 

when they had quenched their thirſt, the 
Goat was even at his wits end how to get out 
again. Chear up, Man, fays the wiley fly 
Fox, I have contrived a way by which we 
| | —_ 
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may both get out again: Stand you upright 
with thy fret and horns cloſe to the wall, 
I will mount thy ſhoulders, and then ſtep 
upon thy horns, and whip out, and then I will 
draw thee out with a jerk. No ſooner 
faid than done. The Fox leaped out, and 
being ſafely landed, the falſe treacherous 
Loon ſtood leering by the well's mouth, 
and, inſtead of helping out the poor diſtreſſed 
Goat, the ſneering raſcal laughed him to 
ſcorn, The Goat accuſes him of falſhood. 
Thou filly fool, ſays the Fox, if thou had'ſt 
had but halt fo much wit as beard, thou'dſt 
not have gone down into the well, without 
well conſidering how to have got out 


The Mo R AL, 


Look before you leap. Men of Wiſdom and 
Counſel, before they undertake any Thins of 
Moment, examine well the Circumſtances, and 
conſider the End of it. A Man may come ſoon 
enough to an ill Bargain, and can never ad 
with too much Caution. 


And raſh Attempts are to the Author's Coſt ; 


An Action unadvis'd proves Labour loſt, 
Mark ch' End; no Reckoning without your Hoſt, ; 
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131. The Fox and the HuxrERSs. 


Fox being much tired and baffled in a 
A chace, by chance met with a Carpen- 
ter, and begged his protection. The Man 
conducts his Gueſt to a little cottage, where 
he hid himſelf ſafe in a corner. The Hunters 
came up and aſked the Woodmonger if he 
ſaw a Fox. No, ſays the Man, I'ſaw none; 
and at the ſame time points with his finger to 
the place where Reynard was hid; but the 
Hunters not taking the hint, preſently 
marched off. The Fox peeps out hed 
a crevice, and perceived the treachery of the 
Carpenter, and ſceing the coaſt clear, ſcam- 
pers off alſo. Soho, ſays the Man, What, 
Mr. Reynard, are you going, and no thanks 
for my kindneſs ? Yes, yes, ſays Reynard, if 
you had been as honeſt in your dumb ſigns, 
as you were in your words, you would de- 


ſerve thanks indeed; but - good bye to you. 
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The Mon A. 

Deceitful Men promiſe fair Things to cover 
their ill Defigns. Men may tell Lies by Signs, 
as well as by Words at length, and make Uſe 
of Evaſions to ſave their Veracity : But this 
is only a more refined Knavery, and there's na 
truſting him again that has once deceived us. 


From open Foes we may ourſelves defend ; 
But Heav'n defend us from a crafty F riend. 
He that has once eſcap'd from ſuch a Snare,, 
To truſt him will a ſecond Time beware. 
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152. The Bo and the Scorpion. 
A N arch Boy, who was tickling of 
A Trouts and groping for Eels in Ghein / 
| NM 
ar 
V 
th 


es, laid hold of a Scorpion, and was go- 
ing to pull him out: The Seorpion perceiv- 
ing it was pure ignorance in the Boy, in not 
diſtinguiſhing between an Eel and a Scor- 
pion, bid him take heed what he did, and ith 
be ſure to withdraw his hand, leſt he ſhould H 
catch a Tartar, and. repent too late, as 


The Mor at. 2 
The Merality of Mens Actions chiefly conſiſts 

en the Will. Therefore when a Fault is com- 
mitted, the Circumſtance ought to be conſidered. 4 
A Fault of Ignorance- is excuſable; and an 7 
undęſigned Injury ought to be pardoned. 8 
Wilful Tranſgreſſions do their Crimes enhance; br 


But in the Trips of Weakneſs, Sins of Chance, [ 
We pity an oftending Ignorance. 


153. Toe 
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153. The Fox and GRAPES. 


\ Fox paſſing by, and ſpying a Vine 
loaded with delicious ripe Grapes, his 


Mouth watered at them : He leered up at 
and wanted to be taſting, trying all poſſible 
Methods, by mounting and leaping up at 
them, but — his ſoul he could not get a 
lingle one, they being above his reach. 
Hang them, (ſays Reynard, ) they are as ſour 
as verjuice, and not worth while to trouble 
one's ſelf about them. 


| the Monat 


Wiſe Men try not for what they cannot ob- 
tain; and cunning diſdainful Knaves, under 
Di ſappointments, imitate them. It is a Sort of 
Shame to be baffled, or to ſhew we have the I ill, 
but want Power to accompliſh: And therefore 
common Policy makes ſome Excuſe for the fooliſh 


Attempt, 
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Attempt, and finds Fault with, and ſligbily 
values the Thing it cannot compaſs ; Piſp, it 
is not worth a Ruſb; better loſt than found, &c. 


When an impracticable Siege we make, 
"Tis wiſe to cheapen what we cannot take, 
With Policy we cover our Diſgrace, 

A ſighted Prize is never the Chace. 


1—— — — —ę— — x 29 | | 
154. The WoLr and de Fox. 


Wolf having a good ſtock of prey by 
him, kept at home, and lived at his 


eaſe. A neighbouring Fox ſuſpected the 
matter, and longing to ſhare with him, 0 
makes him a viſit, aſks him how he does, 
and why he keeps ſo much within. The 
Wolf readily gueſſed at the Fox's meaning, 
and to get handſomely rid of him, pretends 
that he keeps in becauſe of a great indiſpoſi- 
tion that he laboured under, and intreats the 
Fox, as his good friend and neighbour, to 

a 
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go and implore the Gods for his recovery. 
The Fox departs, ſenſible that he was found 
out, was mad at the diſappointment, and 
vowed to be revenged. He informs a Shep- 
herd hard by, that a Wolf lay lurking in his 
neighbourhood, and his flock was in danger; 
alſo tells him he might eaſily ſurprize and 
deſtroy the Wolf, and inſtructs him in the 
approaches to the cave where the Wolf was 
ſheltered. The Shepherd accordingly. ſets 
upon the Wolf and kills him; by which 
means the Fox got poſſeſſion of the cave 
and his - but he did not long en 

the bie of his treachery ; for * — 
Shepherd ſoon after ſurprizes and deſtroys 
the crafty undermining Fox alſo. 


The MoR Al. | 

Envy, Covetouſneſs, Revenge, and Trea- 
chery, are often ſo eager to deſtroy others, that 
they involve themſelves alſo in the ſame or 


feoift ſucceeding Ruin. And moſt commonly 


thoſe that make Uſe of Traytors, deſpiſe, deteſt, 
end deſtroy them, when the Service and Benefit 
of the Treaſon is over. They love the Treaſon © 


but hate the Traytors. | 

Check the moſt early Sproviznge you can find 

Of Avarice and Envy in your Mind, | 
They rack the tortur'd Heart *twixtHopes and Fears, 
And fill the anxious Thoughts with deadly Cares. 
And if at laſt they gain their dark Deſigns, 

Their own Deſtruction in their ruin'd Neighbours 

| Jouns, 


145, The 
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155. The FISHERMEN. 
Company of Fiſhermen having with 
" great patience fiſhed a long time to no 
manner of purpoſe, and being ſick with hun- 

„ and vexed with diſappointment, had re- 
olved to be gone; and juſt as they were tak- 
ing up their tackle, inſtantly a large Salmon 
leaped into the boat, to the great joy of the 
poor fellows, who made a good market of it. 


The MoRar. 

Previdence often brings to paſs that which 
all the Art and Contrivance of Man could not 
elfen, and is ready io reward thoſe who fol- 
low an honeſt Calling, with conſtant Induſtry 
and Patience. 


To murmur at flow Bleflings is a Crime; 

We ought to wait th' all- giving Power's own Time. 
If Heav'n its Favours does not now extend, 

Good Works with Patience finds an happy End. 


- 156. The 
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156. The FRO OG and the Fox. 


Frog that lived in a fen ſet up for a 
Phyſician, and impudently bragged 
that he excelled all others in the Æſculapian 
art, and had exquiſite knowledge in diſtem- 
pers, and prepared infallible remedies that 
” | never failed curing all diſeaſes. A Fox, 
whoſe bilious habit could not endure to 
© I hear the braggadocio Frog bounce after that 
. rate, told him he was a mere Quack, and 
aſked how he could pretend to cure other 
people, when his own limping gave himſelf 
che lye? 


The MoR aL. 


It is good to keep a Hatch before the Door- 

We ſhould be cautions bow we challenge any 

. Excellency, leſt Envy beſpatter us. He that” 
magnifies himſelf and bis own ha anon 
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and by public or private Methods vilifies and 
leſſens others, will be ſure to bear of his own 
Failings, it may be, with Addition to them, 
When Oftentation trumps her own falſe Fame, 


She blazons not her Honour, but her Shame. 
Nay, th* higher ſoars her Pride, ſhe does but = 


Her own Deformity t' a fairer View, 
"Tis a mad Vulcan ſets up for a Beau. 


167. The NIGHTINGALE and Hawk. 


HILST a Nightingale was pleaſant- 

ly ſinging upon a green ſhady bough, 
a hungry Hawk ſurprizes and ſnatches her 
up. The poor Nightingale, apprehenſive of 
the danger ſhe was in, humbly begs of the 
Hawk to let her go, and ſeek after a plumper 
bird to ſatisfyher appetite; for her ſmall lean 
carcaſe would do him no good. The Hawk 
replies, I ſhould deſerve to be ſtarved, and 
to be marked for a fool, if I ſhould part 
with the little I have, for a larger meal I do 
not know where, nor when I may get. 


The MoR AI. 
. Some Thing has ſome Savour. When thert 


8s preſent Occaſion, it is great Folly to part 

with a ſmall Benefit upon an uncertain Ex- 

, pedtation of a larger Purchaſe. A Bird in 
Hand is worth two in the Buſh. | 


Tis Folly to refuſe what Fortune ſends, 
Without good Reaſon to expect Amends. | 
Poſſeſſion, tho? but ſmall, ſtill makes ſome Feaſt, 


When ExpeQation's airy Food at beſt. kc 
| / 15 , 
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158. The FawLER and the PARTRIDOGE. 


Fowler took a Partridge, and as he 

was going to kill her, ſhe made a 
pitiful moan, and offered to draw all the 
whole Covies into his net, if he would be 
ſo kind and merciful to ſpare her life. 
No, no, ſaid he, I will now certainly diſ- 
patch you, becauſe you would betray your 
friends. 8582 


k 


The Mor ar. 


. Treachery is a moſt odious and deteſtable 
Crime; it is the Ruin of Society, without 
which Men cannot live. A generous and brave 
Mind never accepts of treaſonable Offers, how- 
ever advantageous to him; nor will be ſuffer 


the Traytor to go unexpoſed, nor mpuniſbed. 
Fidelity 
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Fidelity wears ſuch a lovely Face, 

That e en from Enemies it can find Grace; 
Whilſt Tray tors from Mankind ſo ill deſerve, 
They're hated e en by thoſe whoſe Cauſe they ſerve, 


159. JuPITER and the BEE. 


Bee, to curry favour with the God 
Jupiter, brought him a preſent of 
Virgin honey. Jupiter was pleaſed with 
the offering, and gave the Bee liberty to 
aſk any thing, and it ſhould be granted to 
her. The pleaſed Bee dropped a curt'ſy, 
and begged that, tor defence of her honey, 
her ſting might be mortal. Jupiter, ſur- 

rized at .the requeſt, and being more a 
nend to men than to leave them in ſuch 
danger, told the Bee, that if ſhe ſtung any 
man, and left the ſting behind her, the loſs 
of it would be her own death, KD 


ver 
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The Miz, 


Every Bird muſt hatch her oton Eggs. 7 he Fr 
" I fiſhes, or Prayers, of malicious Perſons, re- 
turn upon their own Heads.” Divine Good. 
neſs will not encourage Malite, but will rarber 
ptniſh a Man with thoſe Evils, which be privs 
may fall upon others. The Evil that flott but 
of thy own Mouth flies into by Boſom. 


Offerings of Honey and a Prayer of Galt! - 1 
Hard fronted Malice thus on Jove'to call!“ 
His Ear is not ſo caught. No, hated 8 pight pur 
Falls r from Heav'n the * itſelf to ſmĩte. 


42 160. The Fos and the HAR ES. 
h Company of diſconſolate fearful. Hares 
meeting together, there was a gene 
'Y JI ral lamientation among them, becauſe they 
were inn (as they thought) above all 


D K other 


——— — 
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other creatures. For, ſaid they, not only 
Men, but Dogs, Eagles, and moſt other ra- 5 
jous creatures are our mortal enemies, 
and always ſeek our ruin and deſtruction: 
It is better for us go die once for all, than 
to be in perpetual fear of death. They re- 
ſolve therefore, one and all, to drown 
themſelves; and away they ſcamper to the 
next laks or pond. they could meet with, 
to diſpatch themſelves. A colony of F 
funning themſelves at the brink of 
water, and hearing the clutter and great 
noiſe juſt upon them, all leaped forthwith 
into the water for fear. Hold, Neighbours, 
fays one of the foremoſt Hares, it is not ſo 
dad wich us as we fearcd and imagined; there 
are ſome people as fearful of us as we are 
of them. Therefore we ought to aſſume 
more be, N have better thoughts of 
our ci ces for our condition of 
lite is not ſo miſerable as we imagined. 

| The Mon Al. 

E is ſome Comfort to the Miſerable, that 
Providence permits degrees of Miſery, and to 
let tbe Diſtreſſed ſee others as miſerableas them- 

fetves: And common Obſervation demonſtrates, 
that there is not a State or Condition of Lift, 
nor any Perſon of ſo timorous or abjett a Mind 

or Diſpefition, but another may be ſtill as bad, 
e wore. Therefore we ſhould be content with our 
preſent State, leſt a Change be io our Diſad- 

3 vantage, 


- 
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vantage, and we leap out of the Frying- pan 
into the Fire. 


Great Madneſs tis at common Miſery 

To murmar; and, for fear of Death, to die. 
No, let the Wretch no more deſpair, but live, 
And to his Pains at leaſt this Comfort give: 


Look round, and ſee, he's not unbleſs'd alone: 
4 He'll find ſome States more wretched than his ow. 
n 
5 
C 
K 
h 
5 
0 
e 
© 
e 
of « 
of — — 
161. The Woman and ber Hen. 
al Country good Houſewife had a Hen 
10 that laid her golden eggs: The Wo- 


man judging that ſhe had ſome hidden inex- 
„ hauſtible mine of treaſure within her, be- 
cauſe ſhe laid ſuch eggs, killed the poor 
Creature: But upon examination ſne proved 
uke another Hen, to the great confuſion and 
11 diſappointment of the avaritious wretch, 
d- Who by that means loſt a conſiderable and. 

% K 2 ily 
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daily advantage, through her griping unſa- 
cable deſire of getting more. 
The MoRaLl. * 

Much would bade more; but often meets with | , 
Loſs, even where there is a ſeeming certainty of 
gettingit, tothe great Mert:fication of a chvetous 
unſatisfied Mind. This is one of the Puniſhments 
of a Miſer, that whilſt he is gaping, and full of 
: © Confidence, his golden Hopes are diſappointed. 
No Ignis Fatuus like a golden Dream: 
The A099 oy Fool, led by its flattering Beam, 

By headlong Avarice to Ruin puſh'd, 
Hazards his All, his Hope and Fortune's'cruſh'd. 


Thas when the empty Viſion diſappears, 
True Midas like, he hangs his Afs's Ears, 


9 try ty 


2 — — —— 
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162. The YounG Man and a SWALLOW. 
Young Spendthrift, having waſted his 
Fortune to the coat on his back, ſeeing 

a Swallow before the ſeaſon, believed Su mmer 
and Sunſhine were at hand; and, having 
heated his noddle with a chirriping cup, 
off went the coat alſo to pay his club: But 
quickly after a ſtorm of bitter cold wind and 
weather attacked him, and being like to 

- periſh and ſtarve with cold, curſed bitterly 

the Swallow for deceiving him, and being 
the cauſe of her own undoing and his too. 

The MoR AL. 
One Swallow makes no Summer. What/c- 
ever is oui of Seaſon, is not to be depended upon. 
; Nothing 


a 
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WT” — — — 


„ 


7 


[2 
— — 


S O P's FABL ES. 197 


VNoscbing /o fooliſh as an extravagant Youth. A 
Buck of Fibe firſt Head is eafily perſuaded to part 
with his Money, and when he is ruined, it is 
uo Excuſe to ſay he was blinded Example. 


All other undone Wretches in their Fall, 
. Tho' ne'er ſo juit, may our Compaſſion call; 

Loſſes, Miſcarriage, Fo! ly, or the Frown 

Of lowring Heav'n, may join to. pull 'em down; 
The unpitied Prodigal ſees and ſeeks his Ruin; 
All his own e rer = is his Undoing. 


. 6 Go 2 Iv 


163. The Man having borrowed Hair. 


AN genteel but bald Spark, (thay 
had ſpent all his ſtock to a bare Cron, 
having got a covering of borrowed Hait) 
was galloping briſkly along the road, and 
on a ſudden an unexpected guſt of wind blew 
off his Perriwig. This ſurprizing accident 
1 * ſtanders by into a fit of laughter; and 
c Ka 22 the 


„ 
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the bald Gentleman laughed for compuny, 
and told them pleaſantly, they need not won- 
der that another's Hair ſhould fo readily 
leave him, when he could not keep his Own. 


The Mora L. 


When the Gifts and Ornaments of Nature 
deſert us, it is in vain to lament the Loſs; a wiſe 
Mantvill never grieve for what be cannot redreſs, 
When natural Ornaments wear away and de- 
cline, Riches, which are but the Luggage of For- 
tune, can be no long nor laſting Poſſeſſion to us, 

If Fortune's Ornament, or Nature's fail, 

Tis but vain Grief does either Loſs prevail. 


Grief is the Pain of Fools Selt-puniſhment, 
"The ſweeteſt Eaſe of Life is wite Content. 


164. The REED and the Oak. 

Proud fturdy Oak made a terrible 

noiſe and ſuaggering over a yo 
ced; 


„ 
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Reed; Come out, ſays. the Oak, if you 
dare, and let a battle etermine which of us 
is ſtrongeſt. No, 6 the Reed, I regard 
not your vain boaſting, nor repine at 

low and mean condition: I do not pretend 
to match you; but when a-bluſtering wind 
and ſtorm comes, I ſhall overcome you; by 
an humble ſubmiſſion, and laugh at. your 


| downfal. 


The MOR A1. 


Humility goes before Honour : Hunilth, 
with ju/; Induſiry, will raiſe a Man from low 
Degree; and without it, Honour is not ſecure. 
He that carries a high Head, and will bend to 
none, often meets with ſome powerful Oppoi- 
tion that will be too hard for him at lajt. Pride 


goes before Deſtruction, and a haughty _ 


before a Fall. 


O happy Reſignation, 
That riſes by its Fall; 
That ſeeks no Exaltation, 
But wins by lofing all: 
That conquers by complying, 
Triumphing in its Lot; 
That lives when it is dying; 
And is, when it is not. 


_ — 
———— — — —— — — 
= 


165. The POMEGRANATE and APPLE- TREE. . 


APE granate and a fruitful flouriſhing 
Apple-Tree diſputed which of them 
K 


4 
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was the moſt beautiful and delicious. They 
came to hard words upon it, and were juſt 
at daggers drawing, when a Bramble hear- 
ing the buſtle, jumped down from the 
hedge to accommodate the difference be- 
tween them. I beſcech you, my Maſters, 
ſaid he, — ſome wit in your anger; con- 
fider a little, and do not quarrel about 
*trifles : Peace is far better than War and 
Bloodſhed. And fo the debate ended, with- 
out further violence; by the ſcaſonable and 
Sad advice of the Bramble. 


"The Moxr ar. 


A Mord in Seaſon is precious; and if th: 
Donn e is good, it is no Matter who is the 
Giver. What. fig nifies how mean and deſpi- 
table the mares is, when the Performance 
is noble and excellent ? 


When for falſe Honour hot Heads do contend, 

The Meanneſs of the Cauſe the Quarre! names; f 
Even the pooreſt Hand's a gencrous Friend 

That ſtops the _— out of fuch mad Flames. 


Q. She 


Ln 


a wei od At Hf tw A < 


166. The 4 


ww 


e 


166. The He „ 


7 Herdſman, out of a great herd of 


Black Cattle, had loft a Calf, and 
when he had ſought up and down the Wil- 
derneſs, and could get no intelligence of it, 


he gave over ſearching, and betook himſelf 


to his prayers. O Jupiter, ſays he, if thou 
wilt ſhew me the Thief that has ſtolen my 
Calf, I will offer thee in ſacrifice a young 
Kid, No fooner ſaid, hut going into a little 
wood he found a Lion devouring a Kid, 


which put him into a c91d ſweat, and to his 


prayers he went again. O, good Jupiter! I 
promiſed thee a Kid for finding me out the 
Thief; but now I will make it an Ox, if 
thou wilt deliver me from him. 
| The Mg rat. | 
Prayers and Provender hinder no Man's 
Journey; but then wwe ſhould pray with Diſere- 
 +2149299 Hyde”. e 


| 
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tion, and for moderate Things. Some People are 
always «wiſhing and praying for this and t' other, 
which having obtained, defire to be rid of it; 
and if they ſhould always be anſwered, they 
would be undone by their own Prayers, | 

If God ſhould always grant what Men think beſt, | 

We ſhould be ruin'd at our own Requeſt. a 


For what may turn to Harm we cannot ſee; 
But God knows better all our Wants than we. 


167. The VuLTUR and other BIx ps. 


HE Vultur pretending to celebrate a 
feaſt upon the anniverſary of his birth- 
day, kindly invites all the feathered Nation 
to ſup and be merry with him: They accept 
of the kind proffer, come in great num- 


bers, and are received with very great cere- 


mony. But having houſed them all, he 
ſhut the door, and made _himſclf a plentiful 
feaſt of their delicious carcaſs. | * | 

A. * 7 


1 
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, The MoR Al. 


T hat Cheat is moſt ts be abborred, that i is 

afted under the Colour or Face of Friendſhip. 
Wicked and deceitful Men generally deſign Maj- 
chief, and that they may more eaſily and undiſ-, 
cermed accompliſbed it, offer @ Courteſy, or ſome 
extraordinary At of Favour to you; but before 
you are cool] aware, like the Vultur, they 
ftab you to the Heart. 

Take Care, my Friend, of theſe deceitfiil Wiles, 

A Stateſman's Favours, and a Harlot's Smiles; 


Both, like the Vultur, artfully betray, 
Believing Fools, and make r riends their Prey, 


þ OY * 


168. The PA: PF the e 
Hare bantering a Tortoiſe about her 
heavy heels; Well, ſaid the Tortoiſe, 
I will run with you for a wager. It is done, 
ſays the Hare,. I now ſee you know nothing 
of the ſwiftneſs of my heels: But let us have 
one to judge between us. So they choſe the 
Fox. They ſtarted fair, and the flow Tor- 
toiſe never ſtopped till ſhe came to the end 
of the race; but the fleet Hare fat down by 
the way; for, lays ſhe, I may take a nap, 
and overtake the Tortoiſe when I hit. But 
ſhe napped ſo long, that though ſhe ran at 
laſt with all the ſpeed ſhe could, the heavy 
trudging Tortoiſe got to the Polk before 
her, and won the wager. 


— 


.S 
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The Mok Al. 
_ Slow and ſure oft wins the Prize. He that is 


« induftrieus and conflant in his Employment 


will excel and quite outdo a flothful Perſon, 
who may have more Wit and Cunning, but leſs 


Induſtry. Order and Application do all Things 


well und 2 
Look not upon a Rival ne'er ſo baſe | 
With that Contempt, to make thee ſlight the chaſe 
Of the fair Prize in View. He that buys creeps, 
A nimbler Hunter makes than he that ſleeps. 


169. The Man and bis Woo EN Gov. 
Zealous Man, in the times of Super- 
ſtition, had an Image, to whom he 

paid his Devotion, and conſtantly prayed 
to for good luck; but the more he prayed, 
the poorer he grew, and quite down the 
wind he went. At. length in great fury he 
takes his God by the legs, and daſhed his 
head againſt the wall, and out of his mouth 
dec ps a handful of yellow-boys. The Fellow 
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gathered up the gold; but notwithſtanding 


, the booty, he accuſed his God of perverſe- 
f neſs, who would be moved by blows, but 
, not by prayers and conſtant devotion. 

5 The MoR aL. 

5 Ungrateful Perſons ſet a high Value on their 


Services, and it 1s the Cuſtom of moſt People to 
| accommodate their Religion to their Intereſt, 
e Litile Difference betwixt Prieſt and People; one 

for a fat Benefice, nay, ſometimes Pluralities; 

and the other pays a conditional Devotion; 
where he ſpeeds beſt, there be pays his Adora- 


tion with moſt Fervency. 
Ingratitude 1s of all Sins the worſt: 
Sure for that Crime was Lucifer accurſt. 
Unthankful for his own bright Share of Heav'n, 
By the all-gracious high Diſpenſer giv'n, | 
Up to the Face of God himſelf he flew, 
From the Ungrateful thus the Rebel grew, 


OOO OO pP OO — — — > — 
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$ 170. MERCURY and the CARPENTER, 
1 S an honeſt Carpenter was at his 
& Fo drudgery, hewing of timber near a Ri- 
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ver dedicated to Mercury, he dropped his 


axe into the water, which being deep, he 
durſt not venture in for it himſelf, but la- 


mented his loſs extremely. The God, moved 
with pity at the man's loſs and lamentation, 
immediately dived for it, and brought up a 
golden axe, and aſked the poor man if that 
was it. No, ſays the Carpenter, that is not 
mine. Down he goes a ſecond time, and 
brought up a ſilver one; but neither was 
that his. He dived a third time, and brought 
up an iron axe with a wooden ſhaft. O, 


that's mine, ſays the Carpenter, overjoyed. 


Oh! adorable Honeſty ! ſays Mercury, I am 


ſo pleaſed. to ſee thee ſo juſt, thou ſhalt even 


have the other two as a reward for thy ho- 
neſty. The Carpenter, pleas'd with his good 


fortune and favour received from the God, 


tells it abroad among the brotherhood ; and 
his good ſucceſs tempted a covetous wretch 


to try the ſame experiment. He threw his 


axe into the fame river, and made a ſad la- 
mentation for the loſs of it. Mercury imme- 
diately hears, and aſked the cauſe of his grief; 


who being informed, dived, fetched up, 


and ſhewed him a gold axe: The fellow at 


firſt ſight ſaid it was his. Oh! impudent 
lying villain, ſaid Mercury, thou ſhalt neither 


have this nor thy own again: With what 


hardened front dareſt thou lye, and try to 


Ceceive him that can ſec through thee ? 


The 


- 
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| The MoR AL. 
Craft brings nothing Home. God ſearches 

the Heart of Man, and is not to be impoſed 
upon by Hypocriſy and Diffmulation\, nor will 
he in any wiſe encourage it. Honeſty is the 
bet Policy, and never fails of a juſt 9 
at leaſt in its own Boſom. 


How dear to Heav'n is honeſt Pove | 

Whoſe Truth not tempting Gold itſelf can buy ? 
Heav'n's warmelt Smile that daring Virtue crowns, 
When hated Falſhood is repay'd with Frowns. 


* 4 N m — D % 
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171. The AXE and tbe WitkLOw-TREE. 


Carpenter cutting down a tree, out of 
it he made wedges to cleave in pieces 
the reſt of it; whereat the Tree complained 
grievoully, not fo much againſt the Axe, as 

| the malicious hands that agitated it: But its 
greateſt grief was, chat part of its own Body 

ſhould 


208 KES OPs FABLES. 
ſhould be made uſe of as an inſtrument, in 
a wicked hand, to deſtroy the reſt of it. 


The Mok Al. 

Nothing is more againſt the Grain, nor *is a 
greater Aggravation of a Man's Miſery, than 
to have been acceſſory to his own Ruin; or to 
have been betrayed vy a Friend. But it is 
moſt dolorous and intolerable to wound the 
immortal Soul, by gratifying the corrupt and 
inordinate bodily Appetites. 

*Tis dangerous an Enemy to arm, 

Vet ſome work to themſelves the greateſt Harm, 


Who of the Body make an Inftrument | 
To wound the Soul, and then too late repent. 


2 4 iu 1 


— 
— 


172. The MOLE and ber Dan. 


Mole ſaid to the Dam, Mother, me- 
thinks here is a ſtrong naſty ſmell. 

And preſently ſays ſhe again, I ſee a Smith's 
forge. She was at it a third time; what a 
knell and noiſe of -hammers I hear! Nay, 
replies the Mother, I now perceive thou 
doſt not only want eyes, but noſe, and ears 
alſo: For I am ſure thou waſt blind before, 
and now 1t 1s confirmed to me, that thou 


canſt neither ſmell nor hear. 


The Mon Al. | 

Every Man has his Fault. Thoſe that are 
induſtrious to conceal their Imperfefions, do 
many Times the more expreſs them, Few Oo 
SHOT rivers th if 2677 1 2 


. — _— —— —_ 
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turning a diſdainful. wok upan him, Away 


* 
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would meddle with natural Defects; for they 
become Matter of Reflection whenwe ſeek to hide 
them; and our Concern makes us more ſuſpetted, 
and others more inquifitive after our Failings. 
An over Care t' hide Faults, makes Men with t more 
Inſpecting Eyes obſerve what they paſt o'er, 

With a neglecting Glance unmark'd before. 


Thoſe Failings we thus labour to conceal, . 
We only with a greater Shame reveal. 


9 


173. JurtrER and the SERPENT. 
HEN Jupiter was married, upon the 


celebration of his nuptials all ani- 


mals came to offer preſents to him, every 
cne according to his ability. The Serpent, 
among the rett, brought a roſe in his mouth, 
and preſents it to Jupiter. But the God 


with your gift, cricd he; whatloever I take 
from 
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from more deſerving hands, I like not here 
the offerer ſo well, as to accept the ob- 
lation. 

The Mox Al. 

One good Turn aſketh another. Therefore 
Ie Gifts of wicked Men are not to be accepted. 
Mutual Gifts are the Marks of Friendſhip, 
-ewwhich betwixt a good and @ bad Man are 
more Credit to the one than the other. 


© Preſents from wicked Men have no good End; 
The Giver does the Gift but ill commend, 
Polluted Offerers taint the Offering: 
A fragrant Roſe ill-ſuits a*poiſonous Sting, 
82— — — — mmm 
174. The FLEA and the M an. 


A. ellow having catched a Flea as it 


was biting him, aſked the Priſoner 
ow he came to feed upon his carcaſe. Why, 
faid he, that from which every thing has its 
hfe, from that it ſeeks its nouriſhment; it 
is my way of living, which Nature taught 
me, and you ſhould not take my life, ſince 
I do little harm. Phoo, ſaid the Man, you 
are a blood- ſucker: If you hurt bur little, 
it is the oftner, and you are very trouble- 
ſome; therefore you ought not to live, and 
ſo be ſqueezed him to death. 


The Morat. 
Wickedneſs ought to be diſcouraged, even 
where there is little Power to hurt. Little 


Offences repeated are troublefame, and uo Man 
y 10 
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» || #s obliged to bear a Trouble, which he may pre- 
vent oy lawful Means, A Man's Quiet is of 
greater Value than the Life of a Flea. 


A ſmall Offence from them that rarely ſin, 
From human Mercy may ſome Favour win, 
Habitual Miſchiefs merit no Reprieve : 

Who lives by Ill, does leaſt deſerve to live. 


175. The Man and his two Wives, 
t Certain extravagant Spark, having 
- turned the vertical point of life, a 
1 ittle inclined” to the brindle-head, a mix- 
ture of grey and brown hairs, however, had 
courage _—_ to venture upon marrying 
i | two Wives of a different age; one A ma- 
tronly Dame, and the other a young ſpruce 
Laſs. Theſe two rival Ladies were very 
diligent and over officious on all occaſions 
who would pleaſe him beſt. The eider 
Spouſe, to make his love-locks all of a 


com- 


*  t% ww 
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complexion, whenever ſhe combed his head, 
would be picking out ſome of the black 
hars; and the young one, having the ſame 
deſign, picked out the white ones, till at laſt 


they made the good Man as bald as a Coot. 
The MOR AL. 


He that marries a Hife, either too old or 
foo young, mares. an ill Cboice; but to have 
beth, is much worſe, He that gives bimſelf up 
1% Pleaſure, may run into this Extravagancy, 
or ſomething like it; and it is well if be comes 
off with a bald Pate. 


Do not at too much draining Pleaſure graſp, 
; Leſt thy fad Ruin thy Embraces claſp. 


176. Je Dog and the Cock. 


. \ Dog and a Cock, that were great cro- 
92 
| 


nics, took a journey together; but 
| | night 


| 
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night coming on, the Cock goes into a high 
tree, and the Dog Kennels in the hollow of 
the tree root. When the Cock at His (ual 
time began to crow, a Fox hearing, comes 
running, and prays the Cock to come down, 
for he only deſired to have the converſation 
of ſo noble a creature, who had charmed 
him with ſuch raviſhing muſic.” Pray, Mr. 
Reynard, ſays the Cock; ſpeak te the Porter 
below, and as ſoon as he has opened the gate, 
I will come down to you. Reynard accord- 
ingly calls the Porter, and aſks if he might 
ſpeak with the Gentleman above. The Dog 
eng rouzed, apprehends Ee and tears 
him limb from limb. 
The Mor Ak... 

To deceive a Deceiver is no Deceit. A þ 
dent Man will be well adviſed before be irufts 
a Flatterer; and if be be a known Enemy, it 
is the beſt Way to encounter bim by Stratogem, 


and io defeat one Trick with another. 
Joſtly wiſe Chanticleer, in ſuch a Cauſe, 
Her Champion Talbot calls Captain Provo, 
To execute immediate martial Laws, 
On ſuch a treacherous enſnaring Foe. 
We give ſome Play to a fair Enemy, 
No Mercy to a Traytor and a Spy. . 


77. The WAs ps, PARTRIDGES, and 

Hus zA NDPD U Ax. 
Swarm of Waſps, and a cov of P: - 
tridges, begged ſome water of aFarmer 


to * their thurk, for which they would 
be 


* 
RY 
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be grateful to him. The Partridges pro- 
miſed to dig his Vineyard, and the Waſps 
to defend it from Thieves. No, no, ſaid 
the Farmer, my own Cattle do the ſame 
work, and they muſt be firſt ſerved. 

Darin +: TR BORA Le 
 Gharity begins at Home. It is a Duty 10 
relieve the Poor; but all Circumſtances muſt 
be conſidered: Thoſe are faſt to be provided 
for, bo have the greateſ Right to our Care; 
and they are rather to be employed, whom cue 
can moſt depend upen. Ge 

He chat relieves his Neighbour in Diſtreſs, 

Repaid by Heav'n, Heav'n will his Labour bleſs ; 
Bat let the liberal Hand Diſcretion guide, 
And firſt for our own Nurſery provide. 


e 


176. The Cock and the PARTRIDGE, 


LANE that had ſtore of Game Cocks 
about his houſe, bought ws a 
| ar- 
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Partridge, and put him them to 
feed: The Cocks could not endure tlie 
Partridge, but were continuall r 
and ſparring at him; which ill uſage he 
laid to heart, and thought it 2 ; 

to be thus treated, being a 88 

at laſt ſaw them war and amon 
themſelves; which the — obſerv 
ing, was more eaſy and contented, and 
ſaid to himſelf, Well may they nibble and 
peck at me, when, being all of a T9 


they Cannot agree among 
The Moral. 25 


a that bears ſorry 7 reatment i 
takes the beſt Method to mend it. We can- 
not expect to be free from Affronts and In- 
Jurtes, when we ſee Relations in the ſume 
Houſe and Family diſagree, and ready to 
devour one another. To forgive Injuries is 
the beſt Revenge. 

AS muſt not think to live in Peace, 
Where Kindred from inteſtine Wars can't ceaſe, 


If with fierce People doom'd to live, endure 
With Patience what thou can'ſt not hope to cure. 


77 . 7 


. >. 


179. The Lion and the BAR. 


Lion and a Bear coming up together 

with a young Fawn, ſeized it, but 
could not agree who ſhould have it; they 
fought ſo furiouſly, that at laſt they gave 
over by conſent, and laid down to recover 
new breath. A Fox paſſing that way, and 
perceiving how the matter ſtood, pulls away 
the Fawn from between them, whilſt they 
lay gaping for wind, and carried it clever- 
ly off. © They both ſaw what paſſed all the 
while; but not being able to riſe, they cry'd 
out, What a couple of wretched: fools we 
are, to tear and worry one another for the 
- profit of a curſed thieving Fox ! 


The Mon Al. 
Whilſt two Dogs fight for a Bone, a third 


ru away with it. There is ſeldom any Good 


gotten 


or 
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en by Contention, but another makes an 
Advantage fit; and this Conſideration ſhould 
incline Men to live in Peace. ; 


Strife and Contention do too often chuſe 
To play the frantic Game where both Sides loſe, 
Thus warring Potentates too oft | came 
Ambition and Revenge; rag'd to that Pitch, 
Till both their Wealth and Veins exhauſted too, 
They only make their neutral Neighbours rich. 


11 1 EOS os 25 WV. 


— 
— — 


180. The Two Frnocs. 


— 


4 


WO Frogs that had lived in a bony. 


by reaſon of a great drought we 
forced to ſeek. other quarters, and they; 
found out a deep well. No ſooner did they 
eſpy it, but one lays to the other, Let us go 
down into this well. The other being ſome- 
what wiſer, made anſwer, Be not fo haſty, 
brother, what if water fail here too, how 
ſhall we get out again ? irs 
The MORAL. 

We muſs not do any thing rafoly, but wiſely 
confider the End before we uſe the Means, and 
rather chuſe to wan a thing, than obtain it 
ipon bard, or too hazardous Terms. 


It Happineſs thou ſeek'ſt, ſeek that that's ſure; . 
True Joys are whoſe Foundation ſtands ſecure, 
They meaſure by Duration of poſſeſſing ; 
The hazardous Fruition ſpoils the Bleſſing. 


L 1381. The 
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481. The RHINOCEROs and the Fos 


a Fox aſked him the reaſon of it, 


. ince he was in no danger? To whom he 


replied, Not without good reaſon, good 
Mr. Fox, for I would not have my teeth to 
whet when my enemy 1s coming upon me, 
but be prepared to defend myſelf. 


The Mon A 1. 


One good Fore-thought is worth two After- 
thoughts. We ſhould always be ready a- 
gainſt a Time of Danger. He that does not 
put bis Weapons in good Order till be is 
alarmed by the Enemy, will make but a very 
ordinary and indifferent Defence when ſur- 


prized. 


Wiſe 


*A Sa Rhinoceros was whetting his teeth, 


cei⸗ 
hee 
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con 
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Wiſe Courage ſtill ſhould ſtand upon her Guard: 
E'en Heroes meet their Fall when unprepar d. 
By unman'd Garriſons, unguarded Coaſt, 

And empty Magazines, are Kingdoms loſt. 


> —— 


182. The HART with one Eye. 


Hart that was blind of one eye, feed- 
A ing by the ſea ſide, kept the ſeeing 
eye towards the land, to beware of Hunt- 
ers, and the other to the ſeaward, ſup- 
poling no evil could come from this. 
But ſome Sailors paſſing by, ſhot the Hart 
on the blind ſide, when he was conſident 
of ſecurity ; and he turned up his heels with 
this lamentation : I have ſuffered no harm 
on that ſide where I moſt dreaded it; but 
am deſtroyed on the other, where I thought 
myſelf moſt ſafe. 


The MORAL. 


He that thinketh himſelf ſureſt, is oft de- 
ceived in that very thing which he moſt re- 
lied on: And the. beſt Meaſures are often 
broke by Accidents, which not being foreſeen, 
could not be prevented. 


A thouſand unſeen Dangers on us wait, 

And unexpected Ways lead to our Fate. 

Yet, as you can, provide for your Defence ; 
Uſe Means, and leave the reft to Provideace. 


E 183. The 
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183. The STac and the L1ow. 
Stag, being purſued by Hunters, in his 
flight ran into a Lion's Den, and 
wund himſelf preſently in his clutches. 
Whereupon he cried out, Miſerable crea- 
ture that J am, to fly from Men to the 
fierceſt, moſt violent, and voracious of 
Beaſts. a 
| The Mon Al. 

Out of the Frying-pan into the Fire. It is 
the Fortune of ſome People to be expoſed to 
many Dangers, and when they would avoid ont 
Miſchief, they run headtong inio à greater, 
trough their own Fear and Folly, 


Of all Eſtates a Coward is the worſt; 

The leaſt of Men, of Man the moſt accurſt. 
Whilſt Fear, by the moſt wretched Folly led, 
Mritaken, thinks its Heels can ſave its Head : 
When molt unhappily, t' its own ſad Coſt, 
There's two in Flight, for one in Battle loſt. 


184. The 
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184. The SrAOG and the VINE. 


Nother Stag, being cloſely purſued, 

hid himſelf under a Vine; bur 
when the Hunters were paſſed by, the 
Stag, thinking the 2 over, began to 
eat the leaves of the Vine. They heard 
a noiſe, made a ſearch, diſcovered, and 
mot the Stag. As he was expiring, he 
confeſſed it was a juſt judgment upon him, 


fince he had done an injury to the Ya. 


which would have ſaved his lite. 


The Mo Al. 


Nouriſh à Raven and he will pick out thy 
Eyes. We ought to be thankful to cur Bene- 


fators, and abbor ſuch Baſeneſs as to return 


Ill for Good; for there is certain Vengeance 
attends ſo great Ingratitude. 


Ingratitude alone's a Sin too bad; 
T Ingratitude, Barbarity to add, 
Is that accumulated Guilt muſt u 


Avenging Heav'n ſuch criminal Heads to — 


L 3 186. The 
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185. The EAGLE and the Max. 


Certain Man having caught an Fagle, 
A chipped her wings, and turned her 
out to walk and feed among his Hens. Ano- 
ther Man ſeeing the Eagle, had a mind to 
Her, bought her, and let her wings grow: 
The F agle took a Flight, and ſpying a Hare, 
ſcized her, and brought her to her Benefac- 
tor, as a grateful acknowledgment for his 
kind treatment: Which a crafty ſly Fox 
ſeeing, ſays to the Man, Friend, I atlviſe you 
not to entertain this Eagle, nor put ſo much 
confidence in her as you have hitherto done, 
leſt ſhe ſhould ſcize upon you inſtead of a 
Hare. Upon which crafty hypocritical ad- 
vice of Reynard, the poor weak Man clip- 
ped the Eagle's wings again. 

; ; -t The | 


| 
| 
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| The Mo R Al. 

This Fable teaches us, that Gratitude, and 
Adds of Benevolence, are the beſt Way to me- 
liorate and temper, if not quite change, ſavage 
and churliſh Natures. Gratitude dwelt in the 
Breaſt of the Eagle, for the Kinaneſs received 


from ber hoſpitable Maſter : She brought him, 


the firſt Opportunity ſhe met with, a Reward. 
But ill Men (like the Fox) create Jealoujits 
and Miſunderſtandings, and prevent good Offi- 
ces, and are too often the Occaſion of loſiug the 
Advantages which might afterwards be reaped 


by them. 
To blacken Benefits is baſe; and ill 
Returns for Good t' advile, is baſer till. 
Practis'd Ingratitude is Man's worſt Evil; 
To preach it, is a eating for the Devil. 


186. The FISHERMAN. 
Fiſherman, not Maſter of his trade, 
carried a pair of bagpipes with his 
L 4 tackle, 


* 
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tackle, and ſitting down by the ſea-ſide, 
player a tune or two, but no Fiſh appearing, 

e laid by his Pipe, and threw his Net into 
the water with good ſucceſs, and haled a 
very great draught aſhore, He ſaw the Fiſh 
ſtruggle and friſk about in his Net, which 
he obſerving, ſaid pleaſantly to them, O, 
tooliſh creatures! When I played to ye, you 
would not dance at all, but now you dance 
without Muſic, and ſkip about like mad, 
when I laid down my Pipe. 


The Mor art. 
Every Thing has its Seaſon. Applications 
fculd be rightly made, otherwiſe they may 
bade no Effect. It is loſt Labeur to ſing 
Palms te a Horſe, or pipe to a den Man. 
Iis various Engines turn each various Sphere: 
Mankind muſt then by Thought and Reaſon ſteer; 


Ve lo our Port defir'd, when we from either err. 
By preper Means we thus atiain our Wiſh; 


A Net's no Muſic, nor do Pipes catch Fiſh. 


— 


187. The Boy and the Cock Es. 
"A Bullet-headed Boy was roaſting Cac- 
Hes, and hearing them chirp on the 


tire, he ſaid, O, ye wretched creatures, do 
ye ling when your houſes are on fire? 
| The Moral 
Nothing is good aut of Seaſon. There is 4 
Time for Feſt, and a Time for Earnaſt. It is 
great Inhumanity Io jeer and inſult over the 
Mfſerabie. | 


At 
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At Miſery to make a Scoff and Jeft, 
Does Man e'en of Humanity diveſt. 

The blackeſt Criminal, ere the Axe falls, 
Some Eyes of Pity on the Scaffold falls. 


. RY WW 


188. The WorLr and the Dos. 


S a poor honeſt Dog lay aſleep before 

the door of his Maſter's houſe, a vo- 
racious Wolf coming by, caught him nap- 
ping, and was juſt going to worry him. The 
poor Cur begged heartily for life. Good 
Mr. Wolf do nothing rathly; you fee I am 
as lean as carnon, and ſhall offend, rather 
than gratify your Worſhip's ſtomach. But 
in a few days we ſhall have a wedding- feaſt, 
and rich, glorious, fat, full diſnes; and you 
may be ſure I ſhall look out ſharp, and by 
my good commons ſhall grow as fat as # 
Hog, and then I ſhall be a pleaſant choice 
ge”: + Ls _ 
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diſh for you. The well-flattered Wolf, for 
that Se, was willing to let him go. A 
few days after the 1 aſting was over, the 
Wolf, Dying the Dog within doors, bids 
him remember his promiſe : Oh! good, 
kind, Mr. Wolf, if you catch me napping 
* never ſtay for a wedding: ſupper. 


The Mon AI. 


An Aſs will not fall into the ſome Hole 
tevice. He that has once eſcaped a Scouring 
and obtained a Favour, and is nabbed a ſe- 
cond Time, ought to be branded for a Fool, 
and to die without Mercy. To deceive a De- 
 ceiver is no Deceit, eſpecially woben there is 
Life in the Caſe. - 5 


We ſhould not live by Fraud, tho' Life is ſweet : 
But to deceive a Villain is no Cheat. 


—— 


189. The SWALLOW and the CRO w. 


Swallow and a Crow diſputed upon the 

topic of Beauty, and which of them 
had the greateſt ſhare of it. Yours, ſaid 
the Crow, is only in the Spring- time, but 
mine laſts all the Year. 


The MOR Al. 


A black Grape is as good as a white. Where 
Things are equally good in other Reſpects, their 
Duration determines their Excellence. 


Where 


E 9 OP Fistes 


Where equal Merits with each other vie, 
And, Rival like, would {till her Conqueſt try, 
This only caſting Weight ends the Conteſt, 
Duration turns the Scale, and marks the beſt. 
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190. The SERPENT and the CRAB. 


Crab became intimately acquainted 
with a Serpent, who being a plain 
dealer, adviſed the Serpent fo leave off his 
ſhirking tricks,: But he ſtill followed his 
old courſe of ſhuffling and cutting, and was 
not to be reclaimed by good advice. There- 
fore, when the Serpent Was aſleep, the Crab 
fell upon him and ſtrangled him. The Ser- 
pent, in dying, ſtretched out himſelf at his 
length: Aye, ſays the Crab, this had not 
happened, if you had been as ftrait when 
living, as you are now being dead. | 
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The Mox Al. 


Plain Dealing is beſt. There is nothing mare 
egreeable in Converſation than Simplicity of 
Manners ; but he that bas got a contrary Ha- 
bit, cuill not eafily be wrought upon by good 
Counſel. | 


Perverſe Offenders their whole Life ill ſpent, 

Long warp'd by Sip, to crooked Courſes bent, 

When forc'd to fix Feet Length their Bounds to keep, 
Are only ſtraiten'd in the laſt long Sleep. 


— 


2 


191. The NIiGHTINGALE and the Bar, 


Nightingale being hung out at a win- 
do, a Bat came up to her, and de- 
manded- a reaſon. why ſhe did not ſing in 
the day-time as well as in the night ? Why, 
lays the Nightingale, I was taken ſinging 
in the day, and I took it for a warning. 
But, ſays the Bat, you ſhould have thought 
on this before-hand, for you are in no 


danger to be taken again. 


The Mor at. 


After-wit comes too late, when the Miſ- 
chief is done: However, a Man ought to con- 
feder his paſt Error, and do all be can to cor- 
ret it, and prevent @ ſecond Misforiune. 
When an irrecoverable Miſchief's done, 
Ia vain to Aſter- wit the Wretched run. 


Howe er paſt Folly preſent Senſe ſupplies, 
"Tis better to be late, than never wiſe. 


192. The 
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192. The Waſhing a Buack-Moos. 


N ignorant Fellow bought a Black- 
Moor, and _— his ſwarthy colour 
was cauſed by neglect of his former Maſter, 


that kept him no cleaner, he tried all 


manner of waſhes, but all to no purpoſe : 
Nay, inſtead of mending his complexion, 


he marred hie very conſtitution, and brought 


diſtempers upon him, by ſuch 3 
tampering with him. 


The Mo Rx AL. 


Can the Ethiopian change his Shin? N; I} 


Nature will have its Courſe. There is no chang- 
ing the Faſhion of the Body, nor that Condition 


, "Liſe which: Providence has allotted to us. | 


Who 
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Who againſt Nature, Reaſon, Wit, and Senſe, 
T” 1mpoflible Attempts would make Pretence; 
Might try th' Experiment with as much Hope, 
Towaſh his own dark Brains, as blaychthe /Ethiope. 


— 


— — 


193. Two TRAVELLERS going Halves. 


WO Men upon a journey found a 
Hatchet : He that firſt ſpied it, ſaid 
to the other, See here, I have found a 
Hatchet: No, ſaid the other, you ſhould not 
ſay, I have found it, but We have found it. 
Preſently comes a hue and cry after Thieves 
that had ſtolen a Hatchet. He that took it 
up, faid then, Alas! we are undone. Why 
ſo? ſays the other. You mult ſay, I am 
undone, not We. For if you only found 
it, you only muſt bear the Burthen of it. 


The MORAL. 


One Hand waſhes the other. Friends 
ſhould par take of one another's good or bad 
Fortune; Shs be has no Reaſon to ſhare in 
another's Adverſity, who bad no Part i in his 


Proſperity. 


They're Paraſites, not Friends, that only run, 

I' a proſperous Man, to ſhare his ſmiling Sun. | 

OF thoſe falſe Friends, the Thief can't want whole 
Troops, 


WA —_— the Treaſure, None the Ropes. 
194. The 
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194. The As s, the LION, and the Cock. 
HILST a Cock and an Aſs were feed- 


ing, a Lion comes up with open 
mouth to the Aſs. It happened that the Cock 
crew, and the Lion ſcampers away upon it 
for a Lion is naturally afraid of the crowing 
of a Cock.) But the filly Aſs, ignorantly 
miſtaking the true cauſe of the Lion's flight, 
and imputing it to ſomething he had ſeen too 
terrible in Ris own aſinine countenance, 


that had thus ſet him a running, with a ſud- 


den ſtart of courage turns himſelf the Pur- 
ſuer, and now gives chace to the Lion; when 


the Lion heard no more of the Cock, he 
faced about, and tore the fooliſh Afs to 
pieces; giving him only time to cry out, Mi- 


ſerable and wretched creature that I am! 


None of my Kin were Warriors, and why 


would! ruſh into battle ? 


* 


The 
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"The Mor ar. 
A. Fool cannot keep himſelf well, who thinks 
bis Enemy retreats through Fear of him, when 
perhaps it is done out of Policy, or ſome other 
Reaſon,” thinking thereby to bade an Advan- 
tage, but gives bis Enemy an Agvantage 
over bim. 
Who in his own Conceit is brave and wiſe, 
Deſtruction will purſue which from him flies: 


Himſelf the Trumpeter, his Foe to call, 
He courts his Ruin, and invites his Fall. 


— — — — ä — —— — 2 — 


195, The Lark. 
Poor innocent Lark being taken in a 

net, made this ſad lamentation: Wo 

is me, poor wretch that I am, I have robbed 
nÞ Man, of ſilver or gold, nor taken away 
any thing of value, but now muſt die for 


a few 


picking vp the mere gleanings of the field. 
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a few ſcattered grains of corn, only to drive 
away hunger, and preſerve life. 
The Mok aL. | 

One Man may better ſteal a Horſe, than ana- 
ther look over the Hedge. Mou ſometimes are in 
great Danger for the ſaks of a little Gain; 
and poor Men are the greateſt ky Ss when 
they come under the Laſh of the 


Petty Offenders caught in Juſtice Clutches, 

Are try'd and laſh'd : The Great ſhe rarely touches, 

Poor Whores are whipt, while rich ones Tide in 
Coaches. 


— — — 
196. The Pzacock and the Daw.. 
Peacock would needs be King of Birds, 
becauſe he was ſuch a beautifulCrea- 
ture, and was in all probability very like to 
be choſen, by a great majority of votes; 
upon which a Jack Daw made a learne 
ſpeech againſt it, and roundly told the Pea- 
cock, that if any of the Birds ſhould be 
purſued by the Eagle, his fine feathers 
would not be able to protect them. Where- 
upon they changed their opinion, and the 
neral vote went againſt him, to his no 
all diſappointment and mortification. 
The MoRal. 
He that fits at the Helm of State, ought to 
have a cool Head, and a couragious Heart. 
Kings fſhouldnot be choſen for the outward Beauty, 
and Gracefulneſs of their Perſons, but for their 
Prugence, Courage, and Condutt, untainted 
Virtus 
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Virtue and Honour. Theſejoined with Diſcipline, 
are Ornaments worthy and becoming Majeſty. 
In Purple, Ermine, Gold and Jewels dreſt; 

No more makes Kings, than the rich Cope the Prieſt. 
As Deputies of Heaven their Truſt they brary 
The beſt of recommending Virtue here 

Is copying their Original moſt near. 

TheWarmth and Succourtotheir charge they bring, 


The Champion Arm, and nurſing Parents Wing, 
Furniſh, the true Eſſentials of a King. 


197. The Doc. and the Sow. 
ERE happened ſome hard words be- 
tween a Sow and a Dog. By Venus, 
ſaid the Sow, I will daſh your teeth down 
your throat, you louſy Cur, if you do not 

your manners. Ay, replied the Dog, 
you do well to ſwear by her, who will not 
ſuffer any taat eat Swine's fleſh to come near 
her. Well, quoth ſhe again, that is a 
token of her love, ſhe hates thoſe that hurt 
me; but as for your ſtinking carcaſe, no 
body cares for it, dead or alive. The 


0 
7 


G 
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Tix Man 

A wiſe Man may ſometimes overſhoot him- 
ſelf, in giving his Adverſary an Advantage; 
and it is the Perfection of an Orater, when an 
Argument is urged again/t lum, to turn it to 
his own Advantage. 


In all true Wit, there's this Andre Wins: 
"Tis doubly arm'd, both to defend and wound: 
Whilſt th* Orator, both eloquent and wary, 
Wich his own e dent his s Adverlary. 


198. The GARDENER AF his Dos. 

Gardener's Dog fell into a draw-well ; 

the Gardener goes down himſelf to 

take him up; but the Dog thinking he was 
come to plunge him farther in, ſnaps at his 
Maſter's fingers. The Man comes up again 
in a paſſion, I am right ſerved (ſays he) to 
take all this pains, to ſave an ungrateful 
Wretch, who 1s reſolved to caſt himſelf away. 

The MOR Al. 

All is loſt that is given to a wilful Fool. 
Some will not underſtand nor receive @ Benefit, 
when it is offered them. T hey deſerve to pe- 
riſh, who will not accept of a Deliverance, but 
treat their Friends as if Enemies. | 


Who will not apprehend a Benefit, 
The churliſh Cur ſo little merits it, 
That whilſt he thus his Benefactor lights, | 
The helping Hand that would his Fate recal, | 
Againſt his own Deliverance he fights, | 
And deaf to Pity ſhall unpitied fall. 11 


199. The 
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199. The Bar, Baus, and CoxuokAxr. 


Bat, Bramble, and Cormorant joined 
ſtock, and turned Merchant-Adven- 
turers. The Bat had ready money, but 
he had borrowed it; the Bramble only took 
cloaths to barter; the Cormorant's ſtock was 
all in braſs. - But a tempeſt ariſing, the ſhip 
was caſt away, and all their traffick loſt : 
They with great difficulty ſaved themſelves. 
From that time, they ſay, the Cormorant 
fits upon the ſea- ſhore, to fee if the waves 
will caſt up his braſs again. The Bat, fear- 
ing his Creditors, dares not appear by day, 
but lecks his Mat in che night. The Bram- 
ble- catches hold. of every body's cloaths 
that paſſos by, to ſee if he can come by his 
own again, 


The 
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The Moa A1. | 
A covetous Mind is never ſatisfied with ho- 
veſt Cain. He that wonld be enſy and happy 
maſt make himſelf indifferent to the Contingen- 
cies of all human Affairs. He that leaves an 
honeſt Vocation, in which he obtains a ſufficient, 
a of but a ſmall Supply, for the anetr tain 
empty Hopes of golden Mountains, is deſurvedly 
puniſhed by a juſt Diſappointment, in leaving a 
Gertainty for a bare Poſſibility, a Subſrante 
fer a & 
They ſay. a Miſcr's Feaſt extends x 70 
To Diſhes pil'd. with Plenty: | 
For one ſuch Feaſt they make their Friends, 
They make the Ocean Twenty. 
Their Wealth all gorg'd, and ſtill more curſt, 
Their ſhipwreck'd Senſes follow: 


Thine, Neptune, of wild Throats'the worſt, 
What's thy voracious Swallow ? 


200. Jes — and, a | Worr' $ Wurz. 
Shepherd having takena Wolf's help, 


brought it up among his Dogs. After 
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it was grown up, whenever a Wolf was 
hunted, this Whelp was ſure to make one in 
the chace; but if the Wolf eſca 
the Dogs returned home, this domeſtick 
Wolf ſtill hunted on, till he overtook his 
Brethren, and got a ſhare of their plunder, 
and then returned home to his Maſter. It 
happened once that the Wolves for a ſhort 
time were pretty quiet; but this domeſtick 
Whelp could not govern his appetite, but 
would now and then make bold with a Sheep 
or a Lamb, till at laſt the Shepherd finding 
out his ly tricks, hanged up young Grim 
for his ſanguinary thieving 9 Nos 


the Fleſh. Il Nature will never be brought to 
good Manners : It may be diſſembledor ſuſpended 
a while to ſerve a Turn, but is ſeldom cured, 
either by Counſel or Education. 


No Change of Life, not th' hoſpitable Roof, 

New Maſters, nor new Breeding, is enough 

A ſavage Inclination to reclaim, 

A Wolf is ftill a Wolf; and Blood's his Game. 
Their perverſe Natures mend not till they ſwing, 
Areonly cur'd by a medicinal String. 


201. The Kinc's FIs RER. 
HE King's Fiſher is a ſolitary Bird, 
that lives always by the river- ſide, and 
builds in the rocks and hollow banks, out of 
harm's way. Having made her neſt, and 
hatched 


ped, and 
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hatched her young, being out a foraging, 
there came a great flood, and fierce torrent 
of water, and waſhed away both neſt and 
birds. Upon her return, finding how the 
caſe ſtood, and what had befallen her, ſhe 
cried out, Alas ! miſerable wretch that I am, 
I fly from a leſs inconvenience into the 
mouth of a greater miſchief. my 
i 

In Evil there is odds. We fly from one Ban- 
ger, and often fall into another, and there is no 
Remedy but Patience. We muſt endeavour 2 
the beſt, and provide aguinſt the worſe. 


No State ſo ſafe but meets ſome fatal Shocks, | wh, 
Up to the very Neſt that's built on Rocks ; 
A Surge of Fortune, and a rowling Sea, 

May ſwell ſo high as to Nate all away. 


202. The SWAN and the GOOSE. 
Certain Man brought up a Swan and 
a Gooſe together, the one to 3 


| 
| 
| 
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his Ear, and the other his Belly; the Swans 
in thoſe days being not like thoſe of the 


Poets raiſing, that never. ſing till they die, 


but bred up Muſic-maſters from the very 
egg · When the Gooſe, upon an extraordi- 
nary gawdy.day, was to be killed for dinner 
through an N miſtake, occaſioned 
by the darkneſs of the room, he took the 
wrong Gooſe by the tail; and the poor 
Swan had certainly gone to pot, like a Goſ- 
ling, had ſhe not luckily, in the very inſtant, 
exerted her muſical faculty to enlighten his 
underſtanding, and fo bought her Life for 
a Song. | 


The Monat. 


_ 1Great and fatal Miſtakes may ſometimes be 

committed, through Want of due Care and 

Thought ; yet the Miſchiefs of them have been 

often prevented by ſome bappy Accident, eſpe- 

cially where ſome watchful Providence ſteps in 

to reſcue thxeatened Innocence and Virtue. 
The Heedleſs oft too fatally miſtake. 
Bat, charming Swan! what Muſic didſt thou make! 
As een th' uplift Deſtroyer's Armpould check, 
Like Pſalms of Merey, tun'd to fave a Neck. 


* 


4 
203. The 


Pi 
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203. The BZ Man vs, 


ERE came a Thief into a Bee- garden, 
the Bees and Maſter being abſent, and 
robbed the Hives. The Owner coming home, 
and finding all gone, ſtands pauſing to think 


of this ſurpriſing and unexpected loſs. But 
the Bees coming laden from the fields, and 
miſſing their combs, they fell powdering 
in ſwarms upon their Maſter. Well, ſays 
he, you are a company of ungrateful 
'* | Wretches, to let the Thief that rifled you 
go ſcot- free, and to bend all your ſpite 
againſt me, who am bufying my brains how 
to preſerve you for the future. ks 


The MoRaAL... 
The fimple Man is ſoon deceived.” Some Pro- 
ple are ſo raſh, or ignorant, as to take @ Fried 
8 „ M ; fer 
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For an Enemy, and an Enemy for a Friend. 
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This u 4 Error, incident to tbe 
Valeer, who are apt to take 4 Prejudice 
againſt tbair Protectors. 
Miſtaken Notious of the Right and Wrong, 

the Herd of miſled Fool; bring 


Thus from the popular burzing Hive they 
. the Sting. 


1 
bn —————_ — 


6 


204. The Two Froos. 
ERE were two neigh — 2 
che one lived in a ar from 
the highway, the — in a Ivf near It, 
which was almoſt dried up in a hot ſeaſon. 
The Pond Frog adviſed the other to come 


over to her, where ſhe might be ſafe. No, 


quoth the other, I am uſed to a place, and 
do not care toremove; and what was the end 
on it, a cart wheel ran over her, and cruſhed 


her to pieces for her obſtinacy. 
7 The Moxar. 

Lazy Folks take moſt Pains. Some flothful 
People are ſo liftleſs, that they will run all 


Hazards, rather than help themſelves at the 


Expence of a little Trouble; and it generally 
happens, that they are the greateſt Sufferers in 
the Conc lufion. , 
The Slothful well may ſuch Misfortune ſhare, 


Preſent, or future, neither mr his Care. 
To that ſupine 


At once he forſeits Earth, and loſes Heav'n, 
205. The 
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205. The Wit e n. 2440 

Witch pretending to do great wonders, 
and even to with-hold Divine venge- 

ance, by which means ſhe made great gain, 

was however at laſt accuſed of ſortery, ar- 

taigned, convicted, and condemned to die. 

As fhe went to execution, one ſaid to 
her, Huffey, how durſt you pretend to [ 
divert God's judgments, and cannot now. 
to fave your own dear life, alter the de- 


"Th Mok At. 

He that deceeveth another, often decei vet 
himſelf. Many promiſe much, but perform 
little; whoſe Craft may ſucceed a-while, but . 
41 laſt it turns ta their own Conſilſicn. 
ME M 2 | Hs 


. ——— 
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He that pretends to that enlighten'd Eye, 

As ev'n into divine Decrees can ſpy, — 
Foretell, inform Nay, to himſelf aſſumes 
The boaſted Power, t'avert impending Dooms, 


Sees not his own eternal Shame and Smart, 
"The ſureſt Work of his infernal Art. 8. 


— 4 
— — — 


206. The CAA B and the Fox. 
. Crab came out of the ſea to feed upon 


T7 land; a hungry Fox got ſight of 
and comes running with open mouth 
to devour him. Well, ſays the Crab, I am 
rightly ſerved to be out of my element, I had 
nothing to do to live on ſhore, my proper 
buſineſs and employment was only at ſea. 


The Mo Al. 


Men of Curioſity, and prejetting Heads, are 
ſeldom eafy or happy: Nothing pleaſes long. 
Let wiſe Providence appoint their Poſts or 
Stations of Life never ſo happily, they are ſtill 
rountermining their own Happineſs, and com- 
monly bring on themſelves ſwift and irretrieva- 
ble Ruin, living unpitied, and dying unla- 
mented: The juſt Product of their own Folly 
Nature, a nurſing Mother on all Sides, 

For every Creature ſome Defence provides ; 

But wand'ring Weakneſs, when it wildly ftrays 
From its own Element, itſelf betrays. | 
In our own Sphere alone's our Safety found : 


The trod - on Worm's not cruſh'd wheg under Ground. 
1 25 207. The 


4 
Lc 
G 
1 
1 
ri 
n 
a 
n 
b 
v 
P 
ſl 
| 
t 
] 
v 
1 
t 


KS OP's FARBL ES. 24 


A 
. . — 
= A * l - 
be - - OY 4 
- , 1 | 
» 7 P = 
' | 5 
ö 14 0 
4 — 5 „ 
-% : il 6 
, * 1 
* 
98 
- 
— — — 
£ . 4 A ; 
* 
— V = 
Or why - 
- . . 
* WR 
. 


207. 


ſhort time, with a little good management. 
This Milk, fays ſhe, will bring me ſo much 
ready Money : That Money will buy me ſo 
many Eggs; thoſe Eggs ſo much Poultry; 
and, with the Fox's leave, that Poultry will 
make me Miſtreſs of a Pig, which Pig may 
be improved into a fat Hog; and that Hog 
will bring me ſo much Money in my purſe. 
Now wich that Money, I ſhall quickly 
ſtrike into a Cow and a Calf: And then, 
ſays ſhe, comes a Sweetheart! Upon the 
tranſport of that thought, down falls the 
Pail of Milk; which put an end to the 
whole ſtory of the Eggs, the Poultry, the 
Pig, the Hog, the Cow, the Calf, and all 
the whimſies that went along with it. 

| M 23 The 
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The MoR Al. 
We ſbould not, as the Proverb ſays, ade 
up our Chicken before they are hatched ; that 


is, not build our Happineſs upon a faundation 
jo fuppery as remote Contingencies. 
REFLECTION, 
The Milkmaid's Caſe is too much that of all Man- 
kind: We go on from Project to Project, from Hope 
to Hope, as if we were to live for ever. One Man 
forms to himſelf this Scheme, another that; and oh! 
haw happy will each be when he brings his Views to 
bar! But at juſt as they think themſelves within Reach 
of all they hoped and wiſhed, comes Death, another 
ſort of Sweetheart than the poor Girl pleaſed herſelf 
with ; down comes all the frothy Milk of their airy 
KxpeRations, and they have nothing but the Vapity 
of their Hopes to contemplate upon, while they lan- 
aach on a ſick tk Bed; and at laſt wind up the whole me- 
ancholy Story in the Memento they afford to others, 
how they build their ſole Happineſs on the tran 
Pleaſures or Amuſements of this uncertain Life. 


208. 7 covetous Man ax bone 7 0 Drs. 
Certain Covetous Wrerch ſold all his 


Goods, and turned them into a Bag 


fire and efteem Riches unleſs for 
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of Money, which he buried under Ground 
with his whole Heart wich ic, going every day 
to the place where it lay, to feaſt his Eyes 
with the fight of his Treaſure. But one, 
that was at work hard by, taking notice of 
the place, went and digged up the Gold. 


He going afterwards, an rnding the Neſt » 


robbed, roared and tore his has like one 
diſtracted. A Neighbour that faw him thus 
weeping, and underſtood how the matter 
was, argued the caſe with him: Why do 
E take on ſo? When you hid the maſſy 

cap, it was not properly your own: Take. 
now a handſome Stone, and fancy it is Gold, 
and it will be the fame thing; for when it 
was in your Cheſt, you reſolved not to uſe 
it, and the Stone will be as ſerviceable as a 
thing you neither want nor uſe. 


The Mor 2 


Riches are like — 2 Pink in a 
Heap, but being 5 make the 
Earth uta 1 is hut mare Fancy, o de- 
the Sake of 
uſing them. The beſt Metals loft their 8 
40 brightened by Lie. 
Gold its original takes from the Sun: 

As ſuch the Sire, let th' Offspring like himſelf, 
Around the World, its ſhining Circte run: 

When hid in Earth 'tis only Muck and Pelf. 


Miters that thus heap th* uſeleſs Golden Maſs, 
Are &'en no richer than the loaded Aſs, 


M 4 209. The 
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209. The FLEA and HEercULEsS. 


Man of Valour and great Proweſs, 
having taken captive a ſmall diminu- 
ave Animal, committed an act of hoſtility 


upon one of his haunches; ; he being reſolved 


to give him no quarter, was doing military 
execution upon him, by rowling him to 
denth between his finger and his chumb; it 
happened that the poor Priſoner made a 
lucky eſcape. Hereupon the Man cried out 
to Hercules, the guardian power to which he 
always addreſſed his prayers, very loudly 
acculing him of negligence and unkindneſs, 
becauſe he did det help * to diſpatch his 
adverſary. b 


| The n 


He that would learn thus to pray, let bim g 
toSea. Is does not become Mien to pray for Triſtes, 
er Ged to take Notice of them. It is the greats 


IWerk of Grace, and an over-ruling Provi- 
gence; that helps Men in great and preſſing 
Deffculties : and theſe: ought to be the Subject 


of our Prayers. 


Think, when our Prayers make their Addreſs ave 
To Majeſty Divine, our Suits we move ; 

With Reverence, then, let th' humble Suppliant 71 
Obtrude not on high Heav'n each trifling Want; 
AK wig Boons om a God to grant. 1 


210. The 
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210. The Won Ax and ber Marps. 


Good Houlewifely Woman uſed” to 
raile up her Servants to work at Cock- 


crow; they being weary of the drudgery, and 
deſirous of more reſt in their beds, laid their 
heads together to make an end of the poor 
Cock, for calling up their Dame fo ſoon. 
But they were not better, but worſe upon it; 


for the Dame miſtook the Hour che Cock 


was uſcd to crow at, and called up her Maids. 
ſometimes at Midnight. 


The Mo A UL. 


An addle Brain gives fooliſh Counſel. He: 


that is not content with bis Condition, in [eek- 
ing to mend it, commonly makes it ce, efpe- 


cially when he uſes unlawful Means, of tue. 


improper Meaſures to gain bis Point. 
Ms The 
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The Drone and Sleeper, who by Wiles and Fraud, 
Would from his daily Taſk of Duty run, 
Is juſtly punich'd with a double Load, 
what his Sloth and Idleneſs would ſhun, 


211. The Houszs Doc and a Hur. 


| Certain Man having two Dogs, taught 
the one to Hunt, the other to Watch 


the Houſe; but when the Hound took a 


prey, the Houſe Dog always put in for a 
ſhare. The Hound took this very ill, and 
grumbled at it: Sirrah, ſays he, muſt you 
live in Idleneſs, and be maintained out of my 
daily Labour, and the Sweat of my Brows ? 
Why, ſays Watch, you may thank myMaſter, 
that did not teach me to work, but allowed 
me to live by others labour: Yer, ſurely I 
_ deſerve the Bread he gives me, when I watch 


both 
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both the Houſe and the very Cupboard that 


hols K. The Mon AI. 

I is better to be envied than pitied. Provi- 
dente has allotted to ſome a more eaſy State and 
Condition of Life, than others. However, he is 
not to be blamed that has a leſs laborious Em- 
Playment, if be diſcharges his Duty in it, and 
is thankful to bis Benefactor. He that labours 
to get, and they that endeavour to preſerve and 
ſave what ir gotten, are both Pratſe-wortby. 

In Staces or Families, Heav'n to Mankind, 

In different Claſſes, different Taſks aflign'd. 
Wiſe Heads at th Helm, and the hard Hands thePlough : 
One thinks, another acts, both uſeful too. 


Still equal Labourers in either Station, 
Perform alike the Work of their Creation. 


” * - — 
92 — * 
— >” 

| : — 


212. The e. — tbe: FOXES. 


HE Hares in former times had a war | 


with the Eagles, and very much im- 
M 6 portuned 
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portuned the Foxes to help them, but they 

civilly returned this anſwer : We would be 
glad to ſerve you, but we know both where 
your Courage hes, and alſo what an Enemy 
we have to encounter. 


The Morar. 


Beware of an Aſter-clap. People ought to 
engage in War, and make Alliance with the 
greateſt Caution. It is great Folly to join with 
a weak Party, and hazard Life and Fortune 
againſt @ powerful Adver ſary. 

They that engage with timorous Allies, 

Are ſure to fly before their Enemies; 


For in a Battle theſe begin the Rour, 
And let in Ruin to the Brave and Stout. 


— 4 — — 
„ 


213. Jurirzz's Weppixc. 


4 ] UPITER having an inclination to enter 
into honourable Wedlock, and reſolving 

to ſummons his whole train of Vaſſals to pay 
their Homage to his celeſtial Spouſe, invited 
alk Hving Creatures to his Wedding: All 
came in good time except the Tortoiſe, which 
gave occaſion to Jupiter to aſk him why he 
came fo late, and made the Company ſtay * 
V\ hy, truly, ſays the Tortoiſe, I was at home, 
my own dearly beloved habuation ; which 
1:cented the God ſo much, that he pale 
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this ſentence upon him, That from that day 
he ſhould never go without his Houſe on 


his Back. 
The MoR AL. 


Home's Home, tho' never ſo bomely.. Some. 
had rather live ſparingly in a poor Cottage of . 
their own, than with ſpenaid Entertainments. 
abroad. Contentment is better than all the 
luxurious Treats in the World. 


Content does with a heartier Stomach come 

To her own poorer Viands cook'd at Home, 
Rather than call'd Abroad, a riotous Guy, | 
To all the Noiſe and Hurry of a Feaſt. 

More pleas'd ther Lips to lift her own Brown Bowl, 
Than ſee all round the Golden Goblets troul. 


214. Mercury and a STATUARY. 


M how, he was. eſteemed among 'Men, 


yore on human ſhape, and gces into the 
houſe 


ERCURYhavingagreatmind toknow 


1 Pw WW / „„ P > > >. ares... . _ = 
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houſe of a Statuary, where ſeeing the picture 
of Jupiter, he aſks the purchaſe of it. The 
Carver ſets him the price. Well, and how. 
do you value this Piece of Juno? ſaid Mer- 
cury. That the Carver rated a little higher. 
The next was his own Statue, fer forth with 
all the Trophies. and Regalia of the Meſ- 
ſenger of the Gods. Well, ſays he to him- 
ſelf, with all thoſe Badges.of Honour, and fo 
much gay Drapery about me, certainly he 
will aſk ten times as much for this; and fo 
put the Queſtion. Why truly, ſays the Man, 
you lock like an honeſt Fellow, give me 
my price for the other two, and you ſhall 
have that Bauble into the bargain. 


* 


The Mon A. 


Vain Glory and Self Applauſe are of littie Na- 
lue<vith modeſt and truiy ingenueus Men. But 
Careſſes, and Self Exaltation, are the 
Fools Paradiſe, who values himſelf for the 
good Opinion be has of his own Merit, not what 
ſober, judicious, and good Men have of him. S 
that Mercury in ibis Fable ſhared theHearkner's 
Fate, never to hear Good of themſelves. 


Tickled with Praiſe, with popular Breath up rais'd, | 


Vain-glorious Men are very rarely pleas'd. 
For one falſe. Trumpet to their Flatt'ry tun'd, | 


— — too often the ungrateful Sound, 
To their Vanity, and Pride confound. 


215. The 


— — 


6 

N 
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215. The RAvEN and the SNAKR. 


N hungry Raven ſeeing a Snake, as he 

lay ſunning himſelf at his length, 

inapt him up, and. flew. away with him. 

The Snake kept twiſting and turning, till 

he bit the Raven to death, who miſerably 

ended his days with theſe words: What a 

Fool was I, to meddle with a "Hen: 
booty, which has coſt me my lite 

The Moral... 

_ Short Pleaſure but long Lamentation. Men 

venture Soul and Budy to gratify the Appetite. 

* Pleaſures ſhine in the Eye, and infinuate them- 

ſelves into the Heart, but Exceſs is à deadly. 


; |. * Poiſon. 


'Foo like the Crow Man's ravenous Appetite, 
Hungry for Pleaſure, gorges his Delight. 

Round our Necks, too, our twiningPoiſoners ſpread, 
Rut 'tis th' alluring Syren Rings us dead, 
; 216, The- 
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216. be SERPENT, and Joe. | 
| HE. Serpent bein ng often trod upon by 


men, complained to Jupiter about 
it, Who anſwered him, That it was his own 
fault; for if he had bit the firſt that hurt 
hir, the next would have been afraid to come 
near ham, 


"The M o ORAL. 
7 baſe that boldly reſiſt, and beat off their 
Enemies, will be more terrible to others, and 
keep them at à due Diſtance; but be that is 


cowardly, wilt be trampled upon. 
Exerted Strength does that Impreſſion print, 
*Pis ſtriking torth the Fire to ſhew. the Flint. 


Againſt the ſecond thou'lt not need a Blow, 
The Terror of thy Arm the Work will do. 


With Strength of Arm ſtop thy firſt facing Foe: } 


217. There is No To- now, | 
Man who had lived a very profligate 
life, at length being awakened by the 

lively 


— 


— p it. wan af mr ry 
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- lively repreſentations of a ſober Friend, on 
the apprehenſions of ateveriſh indiſpoſition, 
promiſed, that he would heartily ſet about 
his reformation, and that To- morrow he 
would ſeriouſly begin it. But the ſymptoms 
going off, and that To-morrow coming, he 
ſtill put it off till the next, and ſo he went 
on f. om one To-morrow to another; bur 
ſtill he continued his reprobate lite. This 
his Friend obſerving to him, ſaid, I am very 
much concerned to find how little effect my 
diſintereſted advice has upon you: But, my, 
Friend, let me tell you, that ſince your To- 
morrow never comes, nor do you ſeem to in- 
tend it ſhall, I will believe you no more, ex- 
cept you ſer about your repentance. and 
amendment this very moment: For, to ſay 
nothing of your repeated broken promiſes, 
ou muſt conſider, that the time that ĩs paft 
is no more: That To-morrow is not Ours. 
and the preſent Now is all we have to boaſt of. 


The M'o x 4 1. 
That C 


ompunction of Heart cannot be fincere 
which takes not immediate Effet, and can be 
put off till To-morrow. The Friend's cloſing 
* Obſervation in the Fable is ſo good @ Moral, 
that we need add nothing to it. 


REFLECTION. 


Whoever conſiders this Emblem, will find it to be 
his own Caſe; we promiſe, and we put off, and we 5 
and 
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and we po on finning: But ſtill as our Conſcience 
checks vs for it, we take up faint es, and hal 
Reſolutions, wo do ſo no more, and to a new Life 
for, the future. Thus, with the young Fellow here, 
we indulge ourſelves in our Pleaſures from time to 
time; when we have trifled away our Lives, Day 
after Day, from one To-morrow to another, that ſame 
To- morrow never comes. This is the Sluggard's Plea 
and Practice; the Libertine's, the Miſer's, and, in 
Mort, whoſe is it not? Now, if we would but conſider 
theVanity and the Vexation of a led Courſe of Life; - 
the Impiety firſt of entering into Vows, which we in- ; 
tend beforchand: not to perform, and afterward of 
breaking them; the Folly and the Preſumption of un- 

- dertaking for any thing that is wholly out of our Power; 
the Necoſſity of improving every Moment of our Lives; 
the deſperate and the irreparable Hazard of loſing Ops 
ies; we ſhauld. not venture Body and Soul 
ypon the Neceſſity of a procraſtinated Repentance, - 
and poſtpone the moſt certan Duties of a Man, and of 
a Chriſtian. For there is No To-morrow, nor any 
thing, in Truth, but the preſent Inftant, chat we can 
call our own, | 
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